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Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

TO  THE 

Members  of  the  Association 
and   to  the  Legislature 


FOR  some  time  the  problem  of  increased  blindness  among  very  young 
children  has  been  a  great  concern  to  the  managers  of  Overbrook 
School  for  the  Blind.  Ophthalmologists  have  attributed  this  increase  to  a 
condition  known  as  retrolental  fibroplasia  found  in  the  very  premature 
baby  who  is  born  sightless.  The  problems  posed  by  this  type  of  increased 
blindness  of  immediate  concern  to  the  school  were: 

First,  the  need  for  preschool  assistance  in  the  home. 

Second,  expanded  facilities  at  the  school  to  care  for  the  added  enroll- 
ment. 

In  an  attempt  to  solve  the  first  problem  legislation  was  sought  to 
provide  state  aid  which  would  enable  the  school  to  serve  mothers  of  blind 
infants  by  means  of  a  summer  nursery-clinic.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to 
parents  and  school  alike  that  such  legislation  was  passed  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  his  depart- 
ment. Therefore,  for  the  first  time  in  Pennsylvania,  such  a  nursery  institute 
was  held  for  ten  mothers  with  their  young  blind  children.  Elsewhere  in  this 
report  an  account  of  the  nursery  school  will  appear. 

The  second  problem,  that  of  expanding  school  facilities,  at  first 
seemed  to  call  for  a  building  program.  A  fund  raising  campaign  to  secure  a 
building  was  inaugurated.  Friendly  Lions  Clubs  in  areas  surrounding  the 
school  contributed  many  thousands  of  dollars.  When  plans  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  contractors  for  bids  it  was  found  that  building  costs  had 
tripled  and  that  $600,000  would  be  necessary  to  erect  the  building  called 
for  in  the  plans.  Obviously  we  did  not  have  that  much  money  for  such  a 
purpose  and  a  compromise  plan  was  inaugurated  which  it  is  believed  will 
solve  the  problem  satisfactorily. 

A  home  just  off  the  campus  was  purchased  for  the  principal  and  his 
former  residence  will  be  used  for  older  boys  housed  in  Friedlander  Hall. 
The  first  and  second  grades  will  be  moved   from  the  primary  school  to 
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Friedlander  Hall,  thus  making  room  in  the  primary  school  building  for 
forty-three  kindergarten  children. 

The  Lions  Clubs  and  friends  who  contributed  generously  to  this 
building  fund  graciously  consented  to  use  the  funds  to  recondition  the 
building  and  to  provide  refurnishings.  The  primary  school  will  be  known 
as  Lions  Hall. 

With  the  continued  support  of  its  friends  and  patrons,  the  Board  of 
Managers  is  sure  that  Overbrook  will  continue  to  serve  adequately  the 
needs  of  blind  children  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  neighboring  states. 

One  new  member  has  been  elected  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  Mr. 
Cooper  Howell,  bringing  the  number  to  seventeen  men  and  women  whose 
faithful  service  renders  the  duty  of  managing  the  school  a  pleasant  coopera- 
tive experience. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 
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JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 
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History  and 
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Music  Braille 
Special  Activities 
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Scouting 
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Y-Teens, 
Music,  etc.) 

Inter-scholastic 
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Report  of  the  Principal 

TO  THE 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 


The  year  1948-49  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  year  of  great  activity 
and  re-arrangement. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  visiting  teacher,  Miss  Helen  Farrar,  a  list 
of  more  than  one  hundred  young  blind  children  was  accumulated.  It  was 
found  through  visitation  that  many  of  these  children  would  be  of  school 
age  by  September  1949.  The  problem  of  caring  for  them  became  of  pri- 
mary interest.  With  the  reconditioning  of  the  principal's  former  residence 
and  the  reassignment  of  primary  pupils,  it  will  be  possible  to  house  ade- 
quately the  incoming  students,  forty  in  number. 

Many  of  the  children  of  the  above  mentioned  list  were,  however, 
under  the  age  of  three  years.  It  was  decided  with  Board  approval  and 
cooperation  to  institute  a  summer  nursery-clinic  at  Overbrook.  Miss  Farrar 
with  assistance  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  and  the 
local  branches  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association   for  the   Blind,   arranged 


Extra  Help  in  Braille 
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for  ten  mothers  and  children  to  be  absent  from  their  homes  for  twelve  days 
to  take  a  training  course  in  methods  of  educating  young  blind  children  in 
the  home,  and  to  bring  to  the  parents  the  services  of  the  school  ophthal- 
mologist, physician,  dentist,  and  nursery  school  staff.  The  importance  of 
this  forward  step  cannot  be  over-estimated  because  several  extremely 
desirable  results  are  obvious  in  such  a  venture:  First,  mothers  are  given 
assistance  regarding  special  methods  in  teaching  the  child  to  care  for  him- 
self in  matters  of  diet,  recreation,  and  socialization,  at  a  time  when  they 
desperately  need  it.  Second,  they  are  made  acquainted  with  other  mothers 
who  are  undergoing  a  like  experience.  By  pooling  their  resources  and  infor- 
mation, they  not  only  extend  help  to  each  other,  but  they  are  experiencing 
improved  morale  and  find  themselves  emotionally  better  able  to  cope  with 
the  tragedy  of  blindness.  Three,  they  become  acquainted  early  with  the 
school  which  the  children  will  attend,  its  personnel,  and  facilities.  Thus, 
when  the  child  is  of  school  age,  he  moves  from  the  home  to  the  friendly 
school  with  which  the  parents  are  acquainted  and  familiar.  Also,  the 
parents  are  introduced  to  all  of  the  agencies  which  have  services  which 
may  be  utilized  to  assist  them  in  caring  for  their  child  during  the  pre- 
school years. 

These  are  the  obvious  results  which  appear  so  desirable.  Many  others 
of  a  less  prominent  nature  but  of  no  less  importance  likewise  emerge  from 
the  nursery-clinic.  It  is  appropriate  at  this  time  that  I  express  appreciation 
to  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Council  for  the  Blind,  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  and  all  other  agencies  whose  concern  for  the  blind  baby  has  made 
this  nursery  project  a  reality. 

Following  this  introduction  it  is  my  privilege  to  attach  the  reports  of 
the  assistant  principal,  the  attending  physician,  the  ophthalmologist,  the 
otolarynologist,  and  the  dentist,  which  cover  the  school  activities  and  the 
health  department  for  the  year  1948-49.  Likewise  a  financial  statement 
for  the  same  period  is  appended. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 


Report  of  the  Assistant  Principal 

The  school  year  1948-49  has  progressed  to  a  successful  end.  A  full 
staff  has  been  working  diligently  to  achieve  the  goals  of  the  outlined  pro- 
gram. In  the  lower  grades  stress  has  been  placed  on  the  fundamental  tools 
of  knowledge.  We  believe  in  the  continuous  progress  method  of  learning 
and  in  meeting  the  individual  needs  of  each  pupil.  Tests  which  have  been 
adapted  for  our  use  are  administered  by  our  teachers  under  the  direction 
of  the  psychologist,  and  their  results  show  that  the  pupils  are  doing  as  well 
or  better  than  pupils  in  public  and  private  schools. 

The  students  have  been  busy  in  the  different  shops  at  projects  in  rug 
weaving,  crocheting,  knitting,  home  economics,  basketry,  caning,  leather- 
work,  ceramics,  and  woodwork.  It  is  the  purpose  of  these  crafts  to  develop 
in  the  pupils  the  skills  necessary  in  pre-vocational  and  vocational  work. 
In  the  machine  shop  the  boys  have  manufactured  collapsible  canes,  roto- 
matic  rulers,  key  chains,  towel  racks,  and  many  individual  projects.  In  the 
field  of  research,  a  new  type  stylus  has  been  constructed,  known  as  the 
tuck-away  stylus.  Six  students  in  the  piano  tuning  department  are  learning 
both  tuning  and  repairing  skills.  Forty  students  are  studying  piano;  twenty 
are  learning  to  play  different  orchestra  instruments;  two  are  working  on 
organ,  and  twelve  are  studying  voice. 


Young 
machinist 
receives 
instruction 
on  Brown 
and  Sharp 
screw 
machine 


Coil  Piece 

Our  primary  school  was  filled  to  capacity  with  fifteen  boys  and  girls 
in  the  kindergarten,  sixteen  in  the  first  grade,  and  twelve  in  the  second 
grade.  These  little  folk  have  learned  how  to  live  together  and  otherwise 
have  been  socialized.  Many  new  experiences  and  activities  have  been  pre- 
sented to  them  so  that  they  will  develop  into  well  rounded  individuals  ready 
to  move  on  to  the  next  level  of  learning:. 


Basketry 
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Braille  Music  Pupil 

In  order  that  the  whole  school  might  function  more  smoothly  and  the 
pupils  in  the  lower  grades  be  helped  to  get  about  without  the  complicating 
traffic  of  the  upper  school,  the  elementary  grades  were  arranged  in  sequence 
in  what  was  known  as  girls'  school  hall.  Beginning  with  the  third  grade 
through  the  sixth,  the  elementary  students  are  now  located  in  this  section  of 
the  building. 

The  new  sound  system  which  affords  opportunity  to  communicate 
with,  and  broadcast  programs  to  the  thirty  stations  in  our  school,  has 
proved  to  be  a  very  valuable  addition  in  the  daily  program.  As  learning 


Public  Address  and 
Sound  System  in 
operation 
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by  listening  is  so  vital  in  our  methods  and  techniques, 
this  system  has  afforded  us  new  fields  for  exploration. 
Local  radio  stations  have  made  available  many  edu- 
cational programs  which  are  used  to  advantage  in 
the  classrooms. 

This  year  Overbrook  joined  with  a  number  of 
other  schools  in  the  affiliation  program  of  the  Amer- 
ican Friends  Service  Committee.  The  purpose  of  this 
organization  is  to  promote  friendship  and  good  will 
among  the  schools.  This  is  accomplished  through 
letter  writing  and  exchange  of  class  projects  and 
materials.  Our  affiliated  school  is  located  in  a  suburb 
of  Paris  and  is  called  the  uEcole  Braille."  Our  stu- 
dents write  to  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  French 
school  and  tell  them  about  Overbrook,  the  United 
States,  and  many  of  their  activities.  They  also  ex- 
change articles  that  are  made  in  the  respective  schools 
in  the  different  classes  and  shops.  We  are  much 
interested  and  very  enthusiastic  about  this  new 
undertaking. 

The  Christmas  program  of  music  proved  to  be 
a  very  enjoyable  affair.  The  selections  were  appro- 
priate for  the  occasion  and  were  rendered  with  real 
Christmas  spirit.  The  senior  high,  junior  high,  and 
elementary  school  choruses  took  part.  The  Spring 
Recital  in  May  was  a  successful  program  composed 
of  voice,  piano,  and  organ  members.  An  ambitious 
selection  from  the  oratorio  "Elijah"  was  presented 
by  the   senior  high   school   chorus   and  five   student 

were  well  received  also.  The  music  department  is  to 

tion  of  the  students. 

"The  Mummy  and  the  Mumps"  was  the  title 
of  the  play  presented  by  the  students  of  the  senior 
high  school  in  November.  This  comedy  was  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  by  the  visiting  audience  as  well  as  the 
student  body.  The  proceeds  were  used  to  defray  part 
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Pictured  at  left: 

I.  Bi-Manual  Testing.  2.  Lathe  Operation.  3.  Braille  P.B.X. 

Trainee.  4.  Wash  Day.  5.  Pattern  Weaving. 


Referee's  Decision 


of  the  expenses  of  the  Overbrook  Athletic  Association  which  sponsors  the 
several  athletic  activities. 

Participating  in  a  number  of  different  activities  during  the  year  were  : 
fifty-six  students  who  demonstrated  their  skills  in  the  Week  for  the  Blind 
at  the  Gimbel  store,  March  21-25;  ten  °f  tne  wrestlers  who  represented 
Overbrook  at  the  Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the  Blind  tournament 
held  at  this  school,  competing  with  students  from  eight  schools  for  the 
blind;  six  members  of  the  track  team  competed  in  the  Eastern  Athletic 
Association  for  the  Blind  tournament  at  the  Connecticut  School  in  which 


Governor  James  H.  Duff  and 
Mr.  Arthur  C.  Kaufmann 
Inspect  Girl  Scouts'  Work 
on  Braille  Writer  at 
Educational  Week  for  the  Blind 
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A  Visit  to 
Mayor  Samuel 


six  schools  took  part;  five  girls  in  senior  high  school  were  selected  to  repre- 
sent Overbrook  in  the  annual  Play  Day  at  the  Connecticut  School  in  Octo- 
ber, and  fifteen  Boy  Scouts  attended  the  Jamboree  at  Treasure  Island  in 
April  in  which  Overbrook  was  the  host  to  five  scout  troops  from  other 
schools  for  the  blind.  Then  in  April  the  big  social  event  of  the  year,  the 
Junior  Prom,  was  held,  and  was  attended  by  twenty-five  couples. 

On  Sunday,  June  12,  at  four  o'clock,  Baccalaureate  service  was  con- 
ducted in  the  school  auditorium  by  the   Reverend  Mr.  Clifford  E.  Hays 
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Mr.  Jack  Haley  Visits 
Basketry  Booth  at 
Week  for  the  Blind. 


whose  sermon  subject  was,  "God  Works  for  Us."  The  senior  high  school 
chorus  rendered  two  anthems.  The  service  opened  with  the  processional  of 
seniors,  juniors,  and  chorus. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  on  Friday,  June  17,  at  ten  thirty 
o'clock  in  the  auditorium.  The  senior  essay  was  written  by  Katherine 
Pugliese  and  delivered  by  Robert  Frack.  Dr.  Millard  E.  Gladfelter,  pro- 
vost and  vice  president  of  Temple  University,  delivered  the  address  entitled 
"The  Unscheduled  Train."  Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  presented  diplomas  and  certificates  to  the  seven  seniors  and 
two  vocational  counsellors. 


End  of  the  Race 


Dr.  Milton  E.  Gladfelter, 
Commencement  Speaker, 
Witnesses  Diploma  Presentation. 


The  first  preschool  nursery  for  blind  children  and  their  mothers  in 
Pennsylvania  was  instituted  here  last  summer.  It  was  conducted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Division  of  Special  Educa- 
tion, Department  of  Public  Instruction.  The  aim  of  the  preschool  nursery 
is  to  aid  the  child  in  his  early  stages  of  development;  to  assist  the  mother 
in  understanding  the  problems  of  blindness;  to  acquaint  her  with  the  oppor- 
tunities available  in  training  the  blind  child;  to  build  within  the  mother  the 
feeling  of  security  for  the  child's  future,  and  to  give  the  child  the  best 
medical,  ophthalmological,  and  dental  examinations  and  advice  possible. 
The  program  was  so  arranged  that  during  the  morning  and  afternoon  the 
mothers  attended  classes  while  the  children  were  under  the  direction  of 
the  teachers  and  aids.  Interviews  and  conferences  were  held  with  the 
mothers  by  the  staff  each  day.  After  classes  the  mothers  took  charge  of  the 
children  and  had  an  opportunity  to  put  into  practice  under  supervision  the 
theories  which  had  been  demonstrated. 

The  preschool  nursery  plan  was  originated  in  the  late  thirties  by 
Josef  G.  Cauffman,  at  that  time  superintendent  of  the  Michigan  School  for 
the  Blind. 

Joseph  J.  Kerr 
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Faculty  and  Staff 
1949-1950 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT 

Josef  G.  CaufFman,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Principal 

Albert  G.  Cowgill,  A.B.,  B.S. 

Principal  Emeritus 

Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Assistant  Principal 

Mary  Lou  Neber 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

Norma  Aleck.  A.B. 

Dramatics,  Speech   Correction 
Ethel  K.  Arthur.  A.B..  M.A. 

Social  Studies 

*  Ferdinand  Barkovich.  B.S. 
Special  Class 

*Mae  Davidow,  B.A..  M.Ed. 
Mathematics 

Mary  P.  Farrell.  B.S.,  M.S. 
Sight  Conservation  Class 

Sara  Kathryn  Fisher.  A.B.,  M.A. 
English.  French 

Yolande  C.  Judge 
Sixth.  Grade 

Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A..  M.A. 
English.  Latin,  German 

Patrick  V.  Maley.  A.B. 

Science.  Mathematics 

*Constance  Morey 
Sixth  Grade 
Florence  F.  Paulmier,  B.S. 
Commercial  Subjects 
Clara  F.  Pollock 
Third  Grade 
*Ida  E.  Price 

Braille,  Spelling,  Reading 


Jay  H.  Pursel,  B.S. 

Junior  High  School — Social 
Studies,  English 

L  V  Silvis,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Special  Class.  Advanced 
Mathematics 

Minnie  B.  Sprung 
Braille  Coach 

Dorothv  E.  White.  B.S. 
Fifth  Grade 

Helen  Louise  Wood,  A.B. 
Fourth  Grade 

f  Constance  Weaver.  A.B. 
Commercial  Subjects 

FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Mildred  M.  Norris.  B.A. 
First  Grade 

Jean  Mary  Carroll.  A.B. 
Second  Grade 

LIONS  HALL 
Kindergarten 
Helen  D.  Braun,  B.S. 
Alice  B.  Stout 
Edith  Tasker 
Lillian  F.  Felicetti.  Cadet 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Director 

Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 
Boys 

Flora  E.  Twaits,  B.S. 
Girls 


*Defective  Vision 
fPart-time 
*On  leave 
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MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

tHarry  N.  Becker 
Choir  Director 

tElsie  E.  Bruggeman 
Piano 

♦William  Currlin 
Tuning 

tHarry  I.  Drendall,  B.S..  M.S. 
Instruments 

♦C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Organ, 
Music  Appreciation 

*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library, 
Music  Appreciation 

Marcia  M.  Ober,  B.S. 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano 


MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*  Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 

Sewing,  Basketry,  Crocheting 

♦Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

Woodzvork,  Plastics 

♦Herbert  Hartung 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

♦Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Knitting 

+H.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Frederick   Sigafoos 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

♦S.  May  Singletary,  B.S. 

Home  Economics,  Sewing 


LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Martha  Donovan,  A.B..  B.S.,  M.A. 
Librarian 


♦Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

Samuel  Norman 

Stcreotyper 

*Ida  E.  Price 

Finger  Proof  Reader 

PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Emily  R.  Cautilli 
Registrar 

Helen   Farrar 

Visiting  Teacher 

Edith  Newlin,  B.S.,  M.A. 
Psychologist 

HOME    TEACHER    TRAINING 

♦Georgie  Lee  Abel,  B.A.,  B.S..  M.A. 

Co-ordinator 

Joan  Strauss,  B.A. 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

David  Q.  Ewing,  M.D. 
Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 
Laryngologist 

E.  P.  Corson-White,  M.D. 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Edith  Woodward 

Registered  Nurse 


+Part-time 
♦Defective  Vision 


Katharine  Ottinger 

Assistant  to  Nurse 

BLIND   STUDENTS   SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 
Linda  G.  Patton 
Netta  M.  Shafer 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

♦Lillian  M.  Obest 
*Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 
Steward 

Dorothy  Anderson 
Accountant 

Evans  Craig 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Katharine  P.  Mantz 

Matron 

Estella  A.  Smith 
Housekeeper 

James  F.  Crane 

Custodian,  Buildings 

Michael  Cronin 

Chief  Engineer 


HOUSEMOTHERS 

Senior 
Lillia  De  Long 

Girls 
Maria  C.  Chielli 

Boys 

Grace  Groby 
Boys 

Intermediate 
Lillian  Cole 

Girls 
Helen  Mooney 

Boys 

Junior 
Izora  Roush 

Girls 
Emma  P.  Cole 

Boys 
Katherine  D.  Kepner 

Relief  Housemother 

Friedlander  Hall 
Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos 

Supervisor 
Agnes  L.  Sligh 

Girls 
Elizabeth  Eldridge 

Boys 

Lions  Hall 
Reba  S.  Jemison 

Supervisor 
June  R.  Murphy 

Girls 
Grace  R.  Follmer 

Boys 
Emma  M.  Kohlenburg 

Relief  Housemother 


^Defective  Vision 
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Annual 

Physical  Examination 


Report  of  Attending  Physician 

General  medical  supervision  of  the  health  of  the  pupils  of  the  school 
was  carried  out  by  regular  visits  of  the  physicians  to  the  Infirmary  during 
the  school  year.  Routine  physical  examinations  were  performed  at  least 
once  a  year  for  each  pupil,  and  those  needing  frequent  observation  or 
guidance  in  a  particular  phase  of  a  health  problem,  were  seen  at  regular 
intervals  as  frequently  as  required.  Instructions  sent  from  the  family  physi- 
cian at  home  regarding  special  needs  for  medical  care  were  given  careful 
attention  by  the  school  physicians.  As  in  years  past,  the  availability  of  beds 
in  separate  small  wards  for  isolation  and  special  treatment  has  proved 
invaluable.  Excellent  nursing  care,  night  and  day,  has  had  the  effect  of 
shortening  the  average  period  of  illness,  thus  returning  the  student  to  his 
studies  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  consistent  with  modern  health 
methods. 

The  excellent  facilities  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  the  Hospital 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Childrens  Hospital,  the  Wills  Eye 
Hospital  and  the  Shriners  Hospital,  have  proved  of  major  assistance  in 
caring  for  pupils  whose  illness  or  injury  required  their  various  and  special 
skills.  The  school  station  wagon  makes  regular  trips  to  these  institutions  for 
visits  to  out-patient  departments  as  needed,  and  to  provide  the  facilities  of 
x-rays  on  short  notice. 
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The  school  year  has  been  singularly  free  of  any  outbreaks  of  serious 
illness,  and  the  general  health  level  has  been  gratifying  high.  Not  a  single 
case  of  tuberculosis  has  been  found  among  the  entire  student  body. 


Infirmary  Days T43^ 

Physical  Examinations 492 

Wassermanns 37 

Schick  Tests 54 

Dick  Tests   69 


Protective  Serums 68 

Vaccinations 17 

Ear,  Xose  and  Throat 35 

Tonsil  and  Adenoids 23 

David  Q.  Ewing,  M.D. 


Luncheon  for  Four 
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Report  of  Ophthalmologist 


Periodic  examinations  have  been  carried  out  on  all  new  students  as 
well  as  on  the  regular  student  body.  From  time  to  time  it  has  been  necessary 
to  hospitalize  certain  of  these  either  because  of  inflammatory  changes  or 
because  of  surgery  or  treatment  which  ottered  a  chance  of  improvement  in 
vision.  This  has  been  carried  out  at  various  times  during  the  year  as  indi- 
cated in  the  following  report. 


Albinism    3 

Amblyopia    4 

Aniridia 8 

Anophthalmos    1 

Aphakia    4 

Aplasia    2 

Buphthalmos    16 

Cataracts 30 

Choroiditis  Macular    5 

Choroiditis  Myopic   1 

Choroiditis  Retino 

Coloboma  of  the  Iris 

Coloboma  of  the  Macula 

Corneal  Staphyloma   

Dislocation  of  Lens 

Endophthalmitis 

Glaucoma    

Glioma     

Hydrophthalmos    3 

Hyperopia     1 

Iridocyclitis     1 

Keratitis    4 

Keratitis   Interstitial    9 


Leukoma 2 

Macular  Degeneration    5 

Microphthalmos 6 

Myopia    (high)    7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 10 

Ophthalmia   Sympathetic    2 

Optic  Atrophy 45 

Phthisis  Bulbi    1 1 

Retina-blastoma   1 

Retinal  Degeneration    9 

Retinal  Detachment 7 

Retrolental-Fibroplasia   1 

Retinal  Fold 1 

Retinitis  Pigmentosa 1 

Trauma 7 

L<  veitis     9 


247 


Examinations   222 

Refractions 6 

Operations    5 

Hospitalized   1 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
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Report  of  Otolaryngologist 

Routine  ear,  nose  and  throat  examinations  were  done  on  fifty  pupils. 
Other  examinations  and  treatments  done  at  the  school  were  thirty- 
Tonsil  and  adenoid  operations  were  done  on  twenty  pupils. 
Removal  of  polyps  at  my  office  was  done  on  one  pupil. 

It  has  been  impressive  in  the  past,  and  no  less  so  in  recent  years  that 
those  pupils,  who  were  advised  to  have  tonsils  removed  and  for  one  reason 
or  other  due  to  family  negligence,  such  operations  were  not  done,  invariably 
contracted  more  colds  and  were  sources  of  infection  to  their  classmates. 

One  boy  in  particular,  who  had  repeated  colds,  whose  voice  was  miser- 
able and  who  failed  to  grow  normally,  was  a  dramatic  example  of  the 
good  effects  obtained  from  tonsil  and  adenoid  operations.  His  voice  has 
improved;  he  no  longer  has  distressing  colds,  and  he  has  improved  phys- 
ically in  many  ways. 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 


Sight  Conservation 
Pupils 
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Report  of  Dentist 

Generally  speaking  the  average  student  at  the  Overbrook  School  for 
the  Blind  manages  pretty  well  with  his  oral  hygiene.  From  my  own  observa- 
tion of  school  children  of  the  upper  middle  class  income  group  I  can  safely 
state  that  the  students  in  the  school,  on  the  average,  are  no  more  pre- 
disposed to  dental  decay  than  others  of  the  same  age  group. 

Every  student  is  examined  by  the  dentist  more  than  once  during  the 
school  year  and  if  he  needs  dental  attention,  he  is  given  from  one  to  five 
or  six  appointments,  in  some  cases.  In  deep  sensitive  cavities,  novocaine  is 
used  to  prevent  painful  cavity  preparation.  Parental  consent  is  required 
for  the  extraction  of  all  permanent  teeth.  Extractions  are  accomplished  in 
the  school  clinic  while  x-ray  facilities  are  available  at  no  cost  to  the  school 
in  my  office  which  is  within  walking  distance.  Occasionally  some  bridge 
work  or  artificial  dentures  are  made.  Only  the  best  filling  material  is  used 
and  every  student  is  treated  individually  with  special  attention  to  his  indi- 
vidual needs. 

Parents  of  the  students  who  need  extensive  work  which  cannot  be  com- 
pleted during  the  school  year,  are  urged  to  take  their  child  to  their  own 
private  dentist.  Our  aim  is  primarily  to  supplement  the  work  of  the  family 
dentist  during  the  school  year  and  carry  the  pupil  over  to  a  school  holiday 
or  summer  vacation  period  for  more  extensive  dental  service  by  their  own 
dentist. 

I  have  noticed  this  past  year  that  we  are  performing  a  greater  restora- 
tion than  ever  before.  Many  students  present  cavities  involving  two  or 
three  surfaces  of  the  teeth  which  we  build  uo  with  silver  amalgam  in  pos- 
terior teeth,  and  porcelain  in  the  anterior  regions.  No  student  is  ever 
allowed  to  suffer  from  a  toothache.  He  is  treated  immediately  either  at 
the  school  or  in  my  private  office. 

I  believe  the  dental  service  given  to  the  students  is  adequate  and  that  it 
meets  the  needs  for  which  it  is  intended. 

Dental   Treatments    362 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  may  be  enrolled 


Adams 

Berks 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Carbon 

Chester 

Columbia 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

1  )elaware 

Franklin 

luniata 


Lackawanna 

Pern- 

Lancaster 

Philadelphia 

Lebanon 

Pike 

Lehigh 

Schuylkill 

Luzerne 

Snyder 

Lycoming 

Sullivan 

Mifflin 

Susquehanna 

Monroe 

Tioga 

Montgomery 

Union 

Montour 

Wayne 

Northampton 

Wyoming 

Northumberland 

York 

Map  Drill 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1949 

ASSETS 
Current  Assets  : 

Cash  $  340.13 

Tuition  and  state  aid  receivable 90,072,56 

Inventory  of  supplies 8,838.01 

$       99,250.70 


Investments,  at  book  values  : 

( Quoted  market  values  $1,483,6-14) 

Unrestricted  funds   $1,387,442.42 

Restricted  funds   94,588.13 

1,482,030.55 


Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land     $      97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements $1,538,633.55 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment 299,657.28 

$1,838,290.83 

Less — Accrued  depreciation    1.242,602.-10 

595.688.43 

692,894.06 


Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits   $      18,072.78 

Prepaid  insurance  3,011)44 

21.01)2.22 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1949 

LIABILITIES 

Current  Liabilities  : 

Accounts  payable   $      46,967.48 


Capital  Contributed  to  the  School  : 

Unrestricted  funds   $2,804,690.52 

Restricted  funds   94.588. 13 

$2,899,278.65 


Add — Excess  of  income  over  expenses  before  depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1948 $    206,608.91 

Less  net  loss  for  the  year  ended  May  31,   1949 
before  depreciation  4,386.50 

202,222.41 

$3,101,501.06 


Deduct — Depreciation  of  buildings,  machinery,  and  equipment: 
Balance  May  31,  1948 $    820,346.63 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,   1049.  .  .  .         23,854.38 

853,201.01 

2,248,300.05 

$2,295,267.53 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

1940  1948  1947 

Operating  Income  : 

Tuition  : 

From  state  appropriations   $268,545.03  $261,772.01  $182,158.77 

From  private  pupils 14,956.00  1 1 ,972.00  16,605.50 

Discounts  on  purchases 420.75  557-75  513-94 

Miscellaneous    332.15  332.15  1,550.70 

$284,253.93        $274,633.91         $200,828.91 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages $178,599.97        $165,699.92         $149,722.35 

Food    50,590.42  52,835.84  52,1 10.55 

Repairs  and  maintenance  18,217.13  16,942.57  9,637.62 

Heat,  light  and  power 24,303.43  22,629.27  19,434.09 

Other  supplies  and  expenses 49,357-58  41,676.12  35,970.46 

$321,068.53        $299,783.72        $266,875.07 

Net  operating  loss  $  36,814.60        $  25,149.81         $  66,046.16 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $  58,762.37         $  61,341.54        $  59,401.71 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses.  .  2,090.73  261.68  2,751.31 

$  60,853.10        $  61.603.22        $  62,153.02 

Net  income  or  ( loss  )  for  the  period  before 

other  deductions  and  depreciation $  24,038.50        $  36,453.41       ($     3,893.14) 

Other  Deductions: 

Write-off  of  architect's  fees  paid  for  plans  for 
new  building,  construction  of  which  has  been 
cancelled   28,425.00 

Net  income  or  (loss)  for  the  period  before 
depreciation    ($4,386.50)       $36,453-41         ($3,893.14) 

Depreciation    $  23.854.38        $  27.050.38        $  26.623.15 

Net  income  or  (loss)  for  the  period ($  28,240.88)       $     9,403.03       ($  30,516.29) 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1948,  to  May  31,  1949 


Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

Balance,  May  31,  1948 $2,757,267.17  $      79,192.01 


Add: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $  20,750.82                 $      17,957.05 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments  26.672.53                           1,219.01 

Income  added  to  principal   1.992.76 

Loans  to  graduates  repaid   70.00 


$      47,423-35  $      21,238.82 


Deduct: 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased $        5,842.70 


Balance,  May  31,  1949 $2,804,690.52  $      94,588.13 
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Student  Enrollment  i 948-1949 


Name  County 

Adams,  Ronald   Philadelphia 

Albee,  Phyllis   Delaware 

Alden,  Howard Montgomery 

Angiolillo,   Richa;d    Philadelphia 

Arndt,   Marlin    Lancaster 

Atkins,  Lynn New  Jersey  (State) 

Atwell,   Dolores    Delaware 

Baker,  Eileen Philadelphia 

Barcomb,   Georgianna    Lackawanna 

Barwosky,  Ida  May Philadelphia 

Bassler,   Harry    Luzerne 

Beckett,  Dora   Philadelphia 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Berberick,  Frederick Northumberland 

Bigger,   Earl    Delaware 

Billings,   Ronald    Bradford 

Block,  Bonnie   Dauphin 

Bogner,  Lorraine     Lebanon 

Boone,  Edith  New  Jersey  (State) 

Bowers,  David   Lancaster 

Bowmaster,  Leslie  Jo Centre 

Boyer,  James  Philadelphia 

Boycheck,  Michael   Schuylkill 

Bradley,  Ann  Patricia   Montgomery 

Brownstein,  Robert   Philadelphia 

Buccino,  Donna  Lynne   Montgomery 

Burke,  Nathan Philadelphia 

Burr,   Charles    Tioga 

Butz,  James   Perry 

Caine,  Anne  Philadelphia 

Caldwell,  James   Erie 

Cam,  Marcialito    Philadelphia 

Campbell,  Mary   Delaware 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carpenter,  Leroy   Lancaster 

Carson,  Joyce  New  Jersey  (State) 

Catlin,  Bernard Dauphin 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Chabin,   Evelyn    Schuvlkill 

Chambers,  Ruth    Philadelphia 

Chandler,  Luther Philadelphia 

Cicala,  Joseph   Luzerne 

Claffey,  Edward  Delaware 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland   Philadelphia 

Coe,   Carol    Philadelphia 

Comp,  Raymond   Perry 

Cox,  Clarence  Columbia 

Crowe,  Barbara   Delaware 

Dain,  Harriet Philadelphia 

Damico,  Charles   Philadelphia 

Dankel,  Eleanor   Lehigh 

Davis,  Gary Lancaster 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

Day,  Harold Lycoming 


Name  County 

Day,  Raymond   Delaware 

DeBrody,  Florence   Lycoming 

DiPrizito,  Anthony New  Jersey  (State) 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State  ) 

Doyle,  Bernadette Philadelphia 

Dreher,   Dolores    Philadelphia 

Dreher,  Marv  Ann Philadelphia 

1  )rill,  Rita  .  ." Philadelphia 

Elam,  Houston   Montgomery 

English,  Frederick Delaware 

Esposito,  David  Philadelphia 

Euerle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Fair,   Nadine   Adams 

Fehnel,   Marjorie    Lehigh 

Felicetti,   Lillian    Philadelphia 

Fern,  Mary   Dauphin 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,   Patricia    Philadelphia 

Finan,  Timothy  Philadelphia 

Fisher,  Beverly  Ann  Dauphin 

Flowers,  Alfred Philadelphia 

Ford,  Peggy Philadelphia 

Foster,  Alexander Philadelphia 

Foster,   Arlene    Delaware 

Foster,  Harry  Delaware 

Frack,  Robert   Lehigh 

Fratini,  Marie Delaware 

Fuchslocker,  Norma   Montgomery 

Furtak,  Henry  New  Jersey  (State ) 

Galante,   Frank    Luzerne 

Gamble,  Ruth   Dauphin 

Gamble,  Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl   Bucks 

Garrett,  Robert New  Jersey  (State) 

Garrison,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Gerace,  Catherine   Philadelphia 

Gibbons,  James New  Jersey  (State  ) 

Gilmore,  Barbara    Philadelphia 

Gogolski,   Leon    Lackawanna 

Graham,  Donna    Dauphin 

Grant,  Gloria New  Jersey  (State) 

Grater,  Fred   Montgomery 

Greenly,  F.  Doyle Montgomery 

Griffith,  Fay   Lancaster 

Gulliford,  Janice   Luzerne 

Hamblin,  William   New  Jersey   (State) 

Hampton,  Shirley  Luzerne 

Handel,   Gerald    Lancaster 

Harden,   Doris    Dauphin 

Harrity,  Julia  New  Jersey  (State) 

Hayes,  Therese   Philadelphia 

Herrmann,   George    Dauphin 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Howard,  William  Philadelphia 

Hughes,  Marie  York 
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Name  County 

Hural.  John   Philadelphia 

Iamurri,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Johnson,   Florence    Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam Philadelphia 

Jones,  Beverly  Ann   Luzerne 

Jopling,  Ralph Montgomery 

Jubray,  William  Montgomery 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kerstetter,    Wayne    Dauphin 

Klinger,   Ellis   Dauphin 

Kozinski,  Enoch   Northumberland 

Kreamer.  Richard    Clinton 

Kreiser,  Bessie   Dauphin 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 

Leed,   Kenneth    Lancaster 

Lenox,  Adele New  Jersey  (  State) 

Liney,   Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Helen   Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane   Chester 

Linsinbigler,  Arthur    Bucks 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Love,   Eugene    Blair 

Luchetta,    Michael    Schuylkill 

Lutter,  Rudolph  Philadelphia 

McCullough,  Elizabeth  .New-Jersey  (State) 

McCullough,  Helen New  Jersey   <  State  ) 

McDermott.  Leroy   ....New  Jersey   (State) 

McDowell,   Michael   Berks 

Madonna,  Judith  Ann   Philadelphia 

Malatesta,  Joan  Philadelphia 

Marino,  James  Philadelphia 

Mattern,  Theodore Lackawanna 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Miles,   Suzanne    Lackawanna 

Miller,  James  I Delaware 

Mitchell,  Marlene  New  Jersey   (State) 

Monroe,   Muriel    Delaware 

deMonteverde,  Beatriz. Venezuela  (Country) 

Moore,   Ruth    Philadelphia 

Morrison,  Grace Delaware 

Mumma,  Audrey    Dauphin 

Muschette,  Leroy    Philadelphia 

Muthard,   William    Philadelphia 

Neiman,  Edgar York 

Nickerson,  Hugh   Montgomery 

Nornhold,  James    Dauphin 

Noyles,  Ralton   York 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Bradford 

(  Irani,    Sharon    Columbia 

Orler,  Thomas    Montgomery 

Patterson,  Betty Franklin 

Pennix,   Frank    Dauphin 

Perella,   Bernard    Chester 

Pine,  Barbara  New  Jersey  ( State  ) 

Pine,  Richard New  Jersey  (State) 

Pinion,  Beatrice   Chester 

Pouncy,   Samuel    Philadelphia 

Priefert,  William    Philadelphia 


Name  Comity 

Pugliese.  Kathryn  New  Jersey  (State) 

Putalavage,   Jean    Schuylkill 

Quill,  Edward   Bucks 

Raff,  Elaine  Philadelphia 

Rager,  Nancy  Mifflin 

Rich,  Barbara   Delaware 

Ridley,   Helen    York 

Roberts,  Margaret   Philadelphia 

Robinson,  Lillian   Chester 

Roebuck,   Robert    Montgomery 

Roseling,  Norma Philadelphia 

Samworth,  Charles  Chester 

Schriver,  Elizabeth   Cumberland 

Showmaker,   Robert    Montgomery 

Shuey,  Verdun Northumberland 

Siebert,  Charles  Lancaster 

Sinnott,   Claire    Delaware 

Sipes,  Gerald    Franklin 

Smith,  Alma   Montgomery 

Smith,   Gary    Chester 

Smith,  Lorraine   Bucks 

Smith,  Marjorie   Philadelphia 

Smith,  Mary  Jeanette   Lehigh 

Smith,  Sylvia Philadelphia 

Smugeresky,  Eugene   Lackawanna 

Sockolosky,   William    Schuylkill 

Spicer,  Frank   New  Jersey   (  State  ) 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stabelli,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Stefanovige,   Richard    Northumberland 

Stewart,   Alexander    Schuylkill 

Stocker,  Clifford   Northampton 

Strzalka,  Matthew   Wayne 

Suracci,  Mary  Luzerne 

Swoyer,  Hugh  Berks 

Terres,   Richard    Delaware 

Tome,  Russell  York 

Trexler,   Shirley    Lehigh 

Topolski,  Robert   Northumberland 

Valentino,    Esther    Lancaster 

Vandenbord,  Marcella Carbon 

Vicchiarelli,  Jean    Philadelphia 

Vecero,  Matthew   Lancaster 

Wahl,   I  Jorothy    Philadelphia 

Walsh,  Thomas Luzerne 

Warburton,    Marilyn    Bradford 

Washy,  Andrew   New  Jersey  (  State ) 

Waterstradt,  Robert,  Jr Philadelphia 

Watkins,   Bernard    Montgomery 

Weatherby,  Alice Delaware 

Weist,   Thomas    Schuylkill 

Weitzel,  Mary  Lou   Lackawanna 

Wilus,  Norman   Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris  Delaware 

Young,  Theodore   Clinton 

Yu.  Juliana    China   (Country) 

Zazow,   Alex    Philadelphia 
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Enrollment  1948- 1949 


/  'eterans  State 

Crumrine,  B.  Eugene   Maryland 

Henderson,   Stephen   Pennsylvania 

Krauss,   Fred   Pennsylvania 

Mayer,  Odell    Pennsylvania 

Richard,  James    Pennsylvania 

Sharp,   Melvin    Pennsylvania 

Trotter.  William   New  Jersey 


Home  Teachers  State 

Allwein,    Herman    Pennsylvania 

Austman,  Albert    Pennsylvania 

Barmish,  Max    Pennsylvania 

Brackney,   Ruth    Iowa 

Kiang,  Sally   China   (Country) 

Kroeger,    Alice    Pennsylvania 

McDonald,  Frederick  Pennsylvania 

Noone,   Eileen    Pennsylvania 

O'Neill,  Edward   Pennsylvania 

Pabon,  Rita Puerto  Rico  ( Country ) 

Perry,  Joseph   New  Jersey 

Ritchey,  La  Verne   Pennsylvania 

Segal,   Arthur    Pennsylvania 

Sharp,    Thelma    Pennsylvania 

Siewierski,  Julian    Pennsylvania 

Zerr,  George Pennsylvania 


Graduating  Class,  June  1949 

Robert  E.  Frack,  Mary  V.  Seratch,  Katherine  I.  Pugliese,  Edward  C.  Quill, 
Adele  R.  Lenox.  Lillian  F.  Felicetti,  Clifford  L.  Stocker  ( left  to  right ). 
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Calendar  for  the  School  Year  1949-50 
1949 

September  14 Opening  of  School  term 

November  22 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November   28 Classes   resume 

December  15 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

1950 

January  3 Pupils  return 

January  4 Classes  resume 

March  30 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  4. 1  5  P.  M. 

April   10 Pupils  return 

April  11 Classes  resume 

April  29 Junior  Prom — Spring  Formal 

May  25 Spring  Concert — "Tulip  Time" 

June  9 Achievement  Day 

June  11 Baccalaureate,  4  P.  M. 

June  16 Commencement,  10.30  A.  M. 

June  16,  17 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

June  26-30 40th  Convention — American  Association  of 

Instructors  of  the  Blind 


Future  Stand  Operator  at  Work 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 


For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful   consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possible,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845-1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry   1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin    1849- 1888 

Frank  Battles 1888-1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907- 1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936- 1945 


Josef  G.  Cauffman 1945" 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

64th    and    Malvern   Avenue,   Philadelphia,   Pennsylvania 
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Report  i g 4  g- 1 g  j  o 

ONE     HUNDRED     AND     EIGHTEENTH     YEAR 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


ig4g-ipjo 


Officers 


Patron 
His  Excellency,  Governor  James  H.  Duff 

President 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 


Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 

Secretary 
Philip  Price 

Charles  P.  Stokes 
Edmund  R.  Purves 
C.  Townsend  Ludington 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 
James  H.  Robins 
William  T.  Carter 


Vice-Presidents 

(1925)  Winthrop  H.  Battles  0934) 

Treasurer 

(1934)  Allston  Jenkins  093°) 

Managers 

(1934)  John  Forbes  Gordon  0940 
0935)           George  A.  Robbins  (1942) 

(1935)  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Page  (1946) 
(1937)  Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark  (1946) 
(1937)  Rudolph  S.  Rauch  094$) 
(1940)           Cooper  Howell  0949) 


Following  the  election  standing  committees  were  appointed 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 

C.  Townsend  Ludington 


Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Charles  P.  Stokes 
William  T.  Carter 
John  Forbes  Gordon 


Finance 

Allston  Jenkins 
Philip  Price 

Instruction 

John  Forbes  Gordon 
Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

Household 

George  A.  Robbins 
Mrs.  Edward  C.  Page 
Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Rudolph  S.  Rauch 
Cooper  Howell 

Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club 
William  T.  Carter 

Council  of  Social  Agencies 
Mrs.  Edward  C.  Page 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 


TO  THE 


Members  of  the  Association 
and  to  the  Legislature 


AT  THE  close  of  the  school  year  1949-50  the  Overbrook  School  for 
-  the  Blind  acted  as  host  to  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  Blind,  at  its  40th  Biennial  Convention,  June  26-30.  This  oldest  organ- 
ization of  workers  for  the  blind  on  this  continent  had  its  beginning  at  the 
New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Xew  York  City, 
August  16,  17,  18,  1853,  and  the  first  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Dr.  William  Chapin,  then  principal  of  our  school.  The  June  1950  conven- 
tion was  one  of  the  largest,  with  an  attendance  of  more  than  four  hundred 
delegates  and  guests.  From  the  letters  received  it  would  seem  that  the 
visitors  enjoyed  the  occasion  as  much  as  those  at  the  school  enjoyed  enter- 
taining them. 

Increasing  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  the  importance  of  work  with 
the  parents  of  preschool  blind  children,  as  well  as  on  the  actual  instruction 
of  the  child.  To  this  end  we  are  expecting  to  publish  a  folder  shortly  which 
will  serve  as  a  guide  and  help  to  both  parents  and  preschool  workers  for 
the  blind  child. 

Much  needed  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  buildings  as  well  as  on 
the  grounds,  so  that  the  entire  plant  has  been  improved  greatly  in  appear- 
ance and  general  usefulness.  Many  of  the  classrooms  and  hallways  have 
been  painted;  outside  painting  of  the  building  has  been  done  for  the  first 
time  in  many  years.  The  old  tile  cloister  walks  which  were  well  worn  and 
chipped  have  been  replaced  by  a  smooth  red  cement  which  does  not  spoil  in 
any  way  the  old-world  atmosphere  and  beauty  of  the  cloister  gardens.  New 


laundry  equipment  has  been  purchased  to  increase  the  general  efficiency  of 
this  department,  and  the  swimming  pool  has  been  renovated  completely. 
The  new  lanterns  over  the  entrances  and  archways  lend  a  very  artistic  effect 
and  blend  with  the  architecture  of  the  main  building.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  have 
the  school  in  this  improved  condition  in  which  to  serve  the  blind  youth  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  neighboring  states. 

The  Board  of  Managers  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  to  the 
members  of  the  faculty  and  staff  and  to  all  of  the  friends  of  the  school  who 
have  expended  their  energies  to  make  this  school  year  a  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 


Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Reading 

Writing 

Language 

Spelling 

Grammar 

English 


Geography 

History 

Braille 

Speech  Correction 

Arithmetic 

Science 


Nature  Study 

Crafts 

Field  Trips 

Health 

Physical  Education 

Humane  Education 


Music 
Piano 

Instruments 
General  Chorus 
Elementary  Chorus 
Music  Appreciation 


English 

Commercial 

Composition 

Junior  Business 

Literature 

Training 

Grammar 

Typewriting 

Speech 

Bookkeeping 

Speech  Correc- 

Office Practice 

tion 

Shorthand 

Pencil  Writing 

Ediphone 

Salesmanship 

Foreign  Languages 

Latin 

Social  Studies 

French 

American 

German 

History 

Civics 

Mathematics 

Current  Events 

Algebra 

Geography 

General 

History — 

Mathematics 

Pennsylvania 

Plane  Geometry 

World  History 

Arithmetic 

Occupations 

Field  Trips 

Health 
Physical 
Education 

Tests  and  Meas- 
urements 
Guidance 

General  Science 

Tests 

Biology 

Religious 

Instruction 

Physics 

Orientation 

JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Manual 
Basketry 
Brush  Making 
Caning 
Ceramics 
Crocheting 
Home  Economics 
Knitting 
Leather  Work- 
Machine  Shop 
Magazine 

Agency  Man- 
agement and 
Sales 
Massage 
Modeling 
Plastics 
Tennis  Racquet 

Restringing 
Sewing 
Hand 
Machine 
Weaving 
Woodwork 
Piano  Tuning 
Switchboard 
Stand  Operation 


Music 

Chorus 

Choir 

Glee  Club 

Harmony 

Theory 

History  and 
Appreciation 

Instruments 

Organ 

Piano 

Voice 

Music  Braille 
Special  Activities 

School  Paper 

Scouting 

Dramatics 

Dancing 

Swimming 

Roller  Skating 

Intra-mural 
sports   (base- 
ball— bowling) 

Clubs  (Hi-Y, 
Y-Teens, 
Music,  etc.) 

Inter-scholastic 
sports  (wres- 
tling— track) 
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Report  of  the  Principal 

TO  THE 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 


The  one  hundred  and  eighteenth  year  at  Overbrook  was  concluded 
with  three  sessions  of  nursery  school  for  mothers  and  their  blind  babies. 
This  project  was  started  at  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  in  the  summer 
of  1949.  This  year  the  sessions  served  twenty-seven  mothers  and  twenty- 
eight  babies.  Great  progress  was  made  in  the  nursery  school  management 
this  year  as  the  faculty,  profiting  from  the  previous  year's  experience,  was 
more  thoroughly  equipped  to  meet  the  various  problems  and  to  demonstrate 
methods  to  the  mothers.  Most  of  the  babies  present  were  premature  child- 
ren with  retrolental  fibroplasia  listed  as  the  cause  of  blindness.  The  youngest 
baby  present  was  eight  months  and  the  oldest  child  was  six  and  a  half. 
Obviously  the  baby  was  not  able  to  receive  the  same  type  of  training  as  the 
toddlers,  but  the  mother  benefited  greatly  by  previewing  the  work  in  which 
she  would  be  engaged  soon  and  by  preparing  for  future  problems.  Likewise, 
the  parents  of  the  older  child,  who  entered  school  in  September,  received 
much  help. 

The  staff  consisted  of  three  teachers,  housemother,  visiting  teacher, 


Back  to  School  Days 
A  Class  of  Mothers 


Nursery  School  Staff 


Braille  coach,  nurse,  assistant  principal,  principal,  doctor,  dentist,  and  an 
ophthalmologist,  as  well  as  the  household  staff.  The  teachers  following  a 
carefully  prepared  outline  worked  with  the  children  while  the  mothers 
attended  classes  conducted  by  the  visiting  teacher,  nurse,  Braille  coach, 
assistant  principal,  and  principal.  Representatives  of  many  agencies  dealing 
with  the  blind  contributed  also  by  lectures  to  the  classes  of  mothers.  Later 
mothers  and  teachers  worked  cooperatively  with  the  children.  The  heart 
of  the  whole  program  was  the  morning  conference  of  staff  with  mothers 
taken  individually  in  rotation.  The  observations  of  the  staff  in  this  way 
could  be  given  to  the  mother,  and  the  problems  of  the  child  in  the  home 
discussed  by  the  panel.  Two  individual  conferences  were  assured  each 
mother  in  addition  to  the  group  meetings.  Fathers  were  brought  into  the 
program  by  means  of  picnic  suppers,  a  Sunday  program,  and  graduation 
exercises.  The  fathers  were  recipients  of  lectures  by  the  assistant  principal 
and  the  principal  and  were  given  opportunities  to  put  questions  and  to  seek 
advice  from  the  man's  angle. 

It  would  be  hard  to  estimate  the  value  of  this  work.  A  few  typical 
comments  evaluating  the  worth  whileness  of  the  course  might  be  para- 
phrased as  follows :  that  their  attitude  concerning  their  blind  child  had  been 
revised  completely;  that  they  were  able  for  the  first  time  to  look  forward  to 
a  program  building  for  the  child's  future,  in  cooperation  with  the  school; 
that  nervous  breakdowns  in  some  cases  had  been  avoided. 


Pushing:  Ahead 


An  outstanding  result  of  the  nursery  was  the  formation  of  a  parents 
club  including  both  fathers  and  mothers  meeting  monthly  at  the  school  to 
hear  speakers,  conduct  round  tables,  compare  experiences,  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  school  and  faculty,  and  to  enjoy  some  social  life  with 
other  parents  of  handicapped  children.  Attendance  at  these  meetings  has 
been  fifty  and  upward.  Members  often  come  from  a  great  distance  to  attend 
the  meetings. 


Christmas  Party — Parents  Club 
Santa  Visits  the  Future  Overbrookers 
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Learning  to  Listen 


A  little  news  letter  mimeographed  occasionally  at  the  school  for  these 
parents  and  named  "Tiny  Towers"  attempts  to  bind  the  organization  more 
closely  together  by  disseminating  news  of  the  various  children  and  homes  as 
well  as  giving  advice  and  information  from  the  nursery  school  staff.  The 
summer  of  195  1  will  probably  see  but  two  sessions  of  the  nursery  school, 
although  from  present  indications  we  will  have  more  applications  for  at- 
tendance than  time  and  room  will  permit. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  near  future  will  see  in  mimeograph  form  a  manual 


Going  L"]> ! 
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A  New  Experience- 
Learning  to  Slide 


for  parents  of  blind  children,  consisting  of  questions  and  answers  typical 
of  the  kind  of  information  that  parents  of  the  blind  want  to  know,  and 
dealing  with  the  child's  social  growth,  health,  intellectual  and  spiritual 
development.  It  is  hoped  that  after  sufficient  revision  the  manual  can  be 
published  in  permanent  form. 

It  is  felt  that  pictures  of  the  nursery  school  were  of  sufficient  interest 
to  feature  in  this  report. 

Outstanding  events  in  the  regular  academic  year  include  the  production 


At  I  'lav 
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Four  For  Tea 


of  the  annual  play,  "Spring  Fever,"  which  as  usual  was  well  attended  and 
enthusiastically  received. 

Christmas  saw  the  carolers  attending  the  special  programs  at  the 
Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  the  Aged  Blind,  the  Pennsylvania  Industrial 
Home  for  Blind  Women,  and  the  Valley  Forge  General  Hospital  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Red  Cross. 


Out  on  Her  Own 
With  a  Pull  Toy 
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A  Social  Evening 

The  wrestling  season  showed  great  improvement  and  the  annual 
wrestling  tournament  was  held  in  the  West  Virginia  School  for  the  Blind  in 
Romney,  West  Virginia,  Overbrook  taking  second  place  with  a  score  of 
22  points. 

As  usual,  Overbrook  pupils  participated  in  the  annual  educational 
Week  for  the  Blind  held  in  the  Gimbel  store  March  20-24.  The  occasion 
was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Ellis  A.  Gimbel,  friend  and  patron  for 
many  years. 

The  annual  Blind  Boy  Scout  Jamboree,  started  at  the  behest  of  Dr. 
Charles  D.  Hart,  former  physician  of  the  school,  and  national  committee- 
man of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  was  held  this  year  in  Pittsburgh.  Scout 
masters  and  representative  members  of  the  troop  and  the  assistant  principal 
attended  a  most  inspiring  jamboree. 

The  annual  Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the  Blind  track  tourna- 
ment was  held  at  Perkins  Institution  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts;  Over- 
brook led  with  27  points. 


13 


"Tulip  Time,"  an  Operetta  in  Two  Acts 
Presented  May  25,  1950 

The  music  department  in  cooperation  with  the  teacher  of  speech  pro- 
duced an  operetta,  "Tulip  Time,,,  on  May  25  in  the  school  auditorium.  The 
operetta  was  a  great  credit  to  both  departments.  The  costuming  and  scenery 
added  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  production.  It  so  happened  that  during  the 
month  of  May  the  big  Holland  Pair  was  being  held  in  the  city,  and  Hol- 
landers attached  to  the  exhibition  were  guests  of  the  school  to  witness  the 
production. 

Achievement  Day,  the  9th  of  June,  saw  the  distribution  of  128  awards. 
Many  of  the  donors  of  the  prizes  were  present  in  person  to  make  the 
awards. 

A  blind  student  from  Siam,  Tongchai  Sebastian  Demanop,  pupil  of  our 
former  student,  Miss  Genevieve  Caulfield,  for  many  years  missionary  in 
the  Orient,  came  to  Overbrook  for  advanced  training  which  it  is  hoped  will 
enable  him  to  return  to  his  own  country  with  sufficient  training  to  be  of 
service  in  the  school  for  the  blind  at  Bangkok. 

M  'sical  Interlude 


The  Reverend  Alvin  Dmn;  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Overbrook  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  conducted  the  baccalaureate  exercises  in  the  school  auditorium. 
The  commencement  address  on  June  15  was  given  by  Charles  Klein,  Judge, 
Orphans'  Court,  Philadelphia,  and  it  was  one  of  the  best  addresses  that 
Overbrook  has  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing.  President  Charles  J.  Biddle 
presented  diplomas  and  certificates  to  the  following: 

Academic  Diploma 

Joan  Marie  Malatesta Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Enrico  R.  Noyles York,  Pa. 

Alexander  W.  Zazow Philadelphia,  Pa. 

General  Diploma 

Lorraine  Elizabeth  Bogner Lebanon,  Pa. 

Charles  R.  Burr Elkland,  Pa. 

Elizabeth  Doris  McCullough Westville,  N.  J. 

Helen  M.  McCullough Westville,  N.  J. 

Vocational  Certificate 

Charles  R.  Burr Elkland,  N.  ./. 

Helen  M.  McCullough Westville,  N.  J. 


CLASS  OF  JUNE  1950 

First  row,  left  to  right,  Lorraine 
E.  Bogner,  Enrico  R.  Noyles, 
Joan  Marie  Malatesta 

Back  row,  Alexander  W.  Zazow, 
Elizabeth  D.  McCullough,  Helen 
M.  McCullough,  Charles  R.  Burr 


End  of  the  Race 


Following  the  closing  of  school  in  June  the  Alumni-Alumnae  had  their 
annual  meetings. 

In  review,  this  year  represents  one  of  the  best  in  achievement  and 
progress.  The  staff  changes  were : 

Three  additional  teachers  due  to  the  increased  number  of  pupils  ad- 
mitted at  the  kindergarten  level  and  the  extension  of  commercial  teaching 
in  the  high  school. 

Four  replacements — one  in  the  home  teaching  department,  one  in  the 
music  department,  one  in  the  speech  department,  and  one  in  the  second 
grade. 

As  usual  many  gifts  to  the  school  brightened  the  Christmas  season 
and  donations  of  tickets  to  concerts,  the  circus,  and  a  football  game,  treats 
on  children's  birthdays,  clothing  for  some  of  the  boys  and  girls,  and  toys 
for  the  little  ones  attest  to  the  generosity  of  friends  who  throughout  the 
years  have  kept  the  needs  of  our  school  in  mind.  The  Lions  Clubs  of  our 
area  have  likewise  continued  to  show  generous  interest  in  our  welfare  and 
many  concrete  evidences  of  their  interest  helped  to  make  the  year  a  good 
one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman 

Principal 
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Faculty  and  Staff 
1950-1951 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT 

Josef  G.  Cauffman,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Principal 

Albert  G.  Cowgill,  A.B.,  B.S. 
Principal  Emeritus 

Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  tlie  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Assistant  Principal 

Mary  Lou  Johnson 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

Norma  Aleck,  A.B. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 

Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.B.,  M.A. 
Social  Studies 

*Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 
Special  Class 

*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Mathematics 

Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Sight  Conservation  Class 

Sara  Kathryn  Fisher,  A.B.,  M.A. 
English,  French 

Esther  M.  Henne 

Sight  Conservation  Class 

Yolande  C.  Judge 
Fifth  Grade 

Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A. 
English,  Latin,  German 

Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 
Science,  Mathematics 

Constance  Morey 
Sixth  Grade 

Mildred  Murphy 
Special  Class 


Clara  F.  Pollock 
Third  Grade 

*Ida  E.  Price 

Braille,  Spelling,  Reading 

Jay  H.  Pursel,  B.S. 

Junior  High  School — Social 
Studies,  English 

Minnie  B.  Sprung 
Braille  Coach 

Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S. 
Fourth  Grade 

f  Constance  Weaver,  A.B. 

Commercial  Subjects 

Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A..  M.S. 
Commercial  Subjects 

FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Mildred  M.  Norris.  B.A. 
First  Grade 

Jean  Mary  Carroll,  A.B. 
Second  Grade 

LIONS  HALL 
Kindergarten 
Helen  D.  Braun,  B.S. 
Alice  B.  Stout 
Edith  Tasker 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Director 

Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 
Boys 

Flora  E.  Twaits,  B.S. 
Girls 


*Defective  Vision 
fPart-time 
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MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

t Harry  N.  Becker 
Choir  Director 

tElsie  E.  Bruggeman 
Piano 

*  William  Currlin 
Tuning 

t Harry  I.  Drendall,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Instruments 

*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Organ, 
Music  Appreciation 

*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library, 
Music  Appreciation 

Marcia  M.  Ober.  B.S. 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano 


MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*  Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 

Basketry,  Crocheting 

*Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

Woodwork ,  Plastics 

*Herbert  Hartung 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

*Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Knitting 

+H.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Frederick   Sigafoos 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

:;:S.  May  Singletary,  B.S. 

Home  Economics,  Sewing 


LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Martha  Donovan,  A.B..  B.S.,  M.A. 

Librarian 


*  Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

Samuel  Norman 
Haydn  P.  Wyer 

Stcrcotypers 

*Ida  E.  Price 

Finger  Proof  Reader 

PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Emily  R.  Cautilli 
Registrar 

Helen   Farrar 

Visiting  Teacher 

Edith  Newlin.  B.S.,  M.A. 
Psychologist 

HOME    TEACHER    TRAINING 

Martha  Lindsay,  B.S.,  M.A. 
Co-ordinator 

Joan  Strauss,  B.A. 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

David  O.  Ewing.  M.D. 
Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry.  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 

Laryngologist 

E.  P.  Corson-White.  M.D. 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Edith  Woodward 

Registered  Nurse 


t  Part-time 
■^Defective  Vision 


Katharine  Ottinger 

Assistant  to  Nurse 

BLIND   STUDENTS   SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 
Linda  G.  Patton 
Netta  M.  Shafer 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

♦Lillian  M.  Obest 
*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 
Steward 

Dorothy  Anderson 
Accountant 

Evans  Craig 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Emma  C.  King 

Matron 

Dorothy  Hibbs 
Housekeeper 

James  F.  Crane 

Custodian,  Buildings 

Michael  Cronin 

Chief  Engineer 

♦Defective  Vision 


HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 
Lillia  De  Long 

Girls 
Maria  C.  Chielli 

Boys 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Hanley 

Boys 

Intermediate 
Lillian  Cole 

Girls 
Helen  Mooney 

Boys 

Junior 
Izora  Roush 

Girls 
Emma  P.  Cole 

Boys 
Elizabeth  Carnell 

Relief  Housemother 

Friedlander  Hall 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos 

Supervisor 
Agnes  L.  Sligh 

Girls 
Elizabeth  Eldridge 

Boys 

Lions  Hall 
Reba  S.  Jemison 
Supervisor 
Edith  Hopkins 
Girls 
Teresa   Lynch 
Boys 

Phoebe  Dion 

Relief  Housemother 


Story  Hour 


Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  may  be  enrolled 


Adams 

Lackawanna 

Perry 

Berks 

Lancaster 

Philadelphia 

Bradford 

Lebanon 

Pike 

Bucks 

Lehigh 

Schuylkill 

Carbon 

Luzerne 

Snyder 

Chester 

Lycoming 

Sullivan 

Columbia 

Mifflin 

Susquehanna 

Cumberland 

Monroe 

Tioga 

Dauphin 

Montgomery 

Union 

Delaware 

Montour 

Wayne 

Franklin 

Northampton 

Wyoming 

Juniata 

Northumberland 

York 

Map  Drill 
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Annual 

Physical  Examination 


Health 

The  school  maintains  a  twenty-one  bed  infirmary  with  two  nurses  in 
charge.  A  dispensary  furnished  with  all  necessary  items,  including  dental 
and  optical  equipment,  is  located  on  the  first  floor,  and  children  with  minor 
ailments  may  report  there  three  times  daily,  while  more  serious  conditions 
are  treated  in  the  infirmary  on  the  second  floor. 

Each  child  is  given  a  complete  physical  examination  annually  and  all 
new  pupils  are  immunized  in  accordance  with  the  state  program.  Surgical 
cases  are  taken  to  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  the  Hospital  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  Childrens  Hospital,  the  Wills  Hospital,  or  the 
Shriners  Hospital  for  Crippled  Children,  in  accordance  with  the  need  of 
the  child  and  the  convenience  of  the  physician.  Many  pupils  are  taken  to 
clinics  in  the  city  or  to  out-patient  departments  as  needed.  As  will  be  ob- 
served on  the  list  of  staff  members,  the  school  maintains  a  complete  health 
service  with  the  assistance  of  many  distinguished  physicians. 
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Report  of  Attending  Physician 


Infirmary  Days   1539 

Physical  Examinations 512 

Wassermanns     55 

Schick  Tests 95 

Dick  Tests   66 


Protective  Serums 2 

Vaccinations     8 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 41 

Tonsil  and  Adenoids 33 

.    David  O.  Ewing.  M.  D. 


Report  of  Dentist 

Dental  Treatments    404 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 


Learning  to  Feed  Herself 


Drinking  His  Orange  Juice 
Without  Help 
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Report  of  Ophthalmologist 


Albinism  .  .  .  . 
Amblyopia  .  . 
Aniridia  .  .  .  . 
Anophthalmos 


Aphakia    3 

Aplasia    1 

Atrophy  Bulbi   1 

Buphthalmos    19 

Cataracts     4? 

Choroiditis  Macular   4 

Choroiditis  Myopic   1 

Choroiditis  Retino 5 

Coloboma  of  the  Iris 8 

Coloboma  of  the  Macula 1 

Corneal  Staphyloma   1 

Dislocation  of  Lens 1 

Endophthalmitis    5 

Glaucoma    6 

Glioma    5 

Hydrophthalmos    4 

Iridocyclitis    1 

Keratitis   4 

Keratitis  Interstitial 8 

Leukoma     3 

Macular  Degeneration    6 

Microphthalmos     8 

Myopia   (high)    6 

Nystagmus   3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum   10 

Ophthalmia  Sympathetic    2 

Optic  Atrophy 44 


Tiny  Tunes 


Phthisis  Bulbi   

Retina4:>lastoma     

Retinal  Degeneration  . 
Retinal  Detachment  .  . 
Retrolental-Fibroplasia 

Retinal  Fold 

Retinitis  Pigmentosa  .  . 

Trauma     

Uveitis    


14 
4 
8 
6 
4 
1 
3 
3 

10 


Examinations 
Refractions  . 
Operations  .  . 
Hospitalized    . 


273 

254 

3 

3 

3 


Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.  I). 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1950 

ASSETS 
Current  Assets  : 

Cash    $     25,090.86 

Tuition  and  state-aid  receivable 105,318.77 

Inventory  of  supplies   7,294.98 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 
(Quoted  market  values  $1,673,446) 

Unrestricted  funds $1,418,743.28 

Restricted  funds  103,846.49 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land    $     97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements $1,546,763.53 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment  299,657.28 

$1,846,420.81 

Less — Accrued  depreciation 1,266,842.01 

579,5/8.80 

Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits $      18,072.78 

Prepaid  insurance   4,078.91 


$    137,704.61 


1,522,589.77 


676,784.43 


22,151.69 


$2,359,230.50 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1950 

LIABILITIES 

Current  Liabilities  : 

Accounts  payable $      39,485.06 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School  : 

Unrestricted  funds $2,835,991.38 

Restricted   funds    103.846.49 

$2,939,837.87 

Add — Excess  of  Income  (  >ver  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  [949  $    202,222.41 

Less — refund  to  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

overpayment  of  tuition   in   prior  years    2,529.2 ) 

$    [99,693.17 
Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31.  1050, 

before  depreciation  57,655.02 

257,348.19 

$3,197,186.06 

Deduct — Depreciation  of  Buildings,  Machinery  and  Equipment: 

Balance  May  31,  1949  $    853,201.01 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,   1950 24,239.61 

877.440.62 

—     2,319,745-44 

$2,359,230.50 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

1950  1949                    1948 
Operating  Income  : 
Tuition : 

From  state  appropriations   $325,217.26  $268,545.03         $261,772.01 

From  private  pupils 14,192.27  14,956.00             1 1,972.00 

Discounts  on  purchases 616.05  420.75                  557-75 

Miscellaneous    332.15  332.15                 332.15 

$340,35773  $284,253.93         $274,633.91 

Operating  Expenses: 

Salaries  and  wages $196,064.97  $178,599.97        $165,699.92 

Food    52,470. 12  50,590.42            52,835.84 

Repairs  and  maintenance  38,560.40  18,217.13             16,942.57 

Heat,  light  and  power 25,353.59  24,303.43            22,629.27 

Other  supplies  and  expenses 61,138.55  49,357-58            41,676.12 

$373,587.63  $321,068.53         $299,783-72 

Net  operating  loss  $33,229.90  $36,814-60        $25,14981 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $  68,330.41  $  58,762.37         $  61,341.54 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses.  .             7,708.43  2,090.73                 261.68 

Transfer  from  special  funds i4,8-|6.o8  — 

$  90,884.92  $  60,853.10        $  61,603.22 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  other 

deductions  and  depreciation  $  57,655.02  $  24,038.50        $  36,453.41 

Other  Deductions: 

Write-off  of  architect's  fees  paid  for  plans  for 
new  building,  construction  of  which  has  been 

cancelled    28,425.00                — 

Net  income  or  (loss)  for  the  period  before 

depreciation    $  57,655.02  ($     4,386.50)       $  36,453.41 

Depreciation    24.239.61  23,854.38            27,050.38 

Net  income  or  (loss)  for  the  period $  33,415.-11  ($  28,240.88)       $     9,403.03 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1949,  to  May  31,  1950 


Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

Balance  May  31,  1949 $2,804,690.52  $  94,588.13 


Add  : 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $  10,830.05                 $  20,909.87 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments  20,470.81                        1.39379 

Income  added  to  principal   3,607.00 

Loans  to  graduates  repaid 155. 00 


$      31,300.86  $  26,065.75 


Deduct  : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased $     1,361.31 

Transfers  to  non-operating  income  for  building  alterations,  etc.  14,846.08 

Loans  to  graduates   600.00 

$  16,807.39 
Balance  May  31,   1950   $2,835,991.38  $103,846.49 
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Student  Enrollment  1 949-1950 


Name  County 

Adams,   Ronald    Philadelphia 

Albee,  Phyllis  Delaware 

Allwein,   Edward   Lebanon 

Anderson,   Estelle    Dauphin 

Angiolillo,   Richard    Philadelphia 

Appleby,  Joyce Wyoming 

Arndt,  Marlin  Lancaster 

Arnt,  Frances   Lebanon 

Atkins,  Lynn   New  Jersey  (State) 

Atwell,   Dolores    Delaware 

Baker,  Eileen Philadelphia 

Barcomb,   Georgianna    Lackawanna 

Barwosky,   Ida  May    Philadelphia 

Bassler,   Harry    Luzerne 

Baum,  Robert  Chester 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William    Chester 

Berberick,   Frederick    Northumberland 

Bigger,   Earl    Delaware 

Bitler,   Margaret    Lancaster 

Block,  Bonnie   Dauphin 

Bogner,  Lorraine   Lebanon 

Bolin,  George York  (  Deceased) 

Boone,  Edith  New  Jersey  (State) 

Bower,  John    Tioga 

Bowers,  David   Lancaster 

Bowmaster,  Leslie  Jo  Centre 

Bowmaster,   Susan    Centre 

Boyer,  James  Philadelphia 

Boycheck,  Michael   Schuylkill 

Bradley,  Ann  Patricia    Montgomery 

Bream,  Carol  Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Brittingham,    Linda    Philadelphia 

Brownstein,   Robert    Philadelphia 

Burke,    Nathan    Philadelphia 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Burr,   Charles    Tioga 

Butz,  James   Perry 

Caine,  Anne   Philadelphia 

Caldwell,  James   Erie 

Cam,  Marcialito   Philadelphia 

Campbell,  Mary   Delaware 

Cardozo,   Allister    Philadelphia 

Carpenter,  Leroy   Lancaster 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carroll,    Robert    Delaware 

Carter,   Donald    Philadelphia 

Carter,  Lee  Philadelphia 

Cavna,  Lester   Lancaster 

Chabin,   Evelyn    Schuylkill 

Chambers,   Ruth    Philadelphia 

Cicala,  Joseph    Luzerne 

Claffey,  Edward  Delaware 

Clemson,  Edgar    Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland   Philadelphia 


Namt 


Count'] 


Coe,   Carol    Philadelphia 

Comp,  Raymond    Perry 

Cox,  Clarence   Columbia 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann  Lancaster 

Crissey,   Arthur    Delaware 

Crowe,   Barbara   Delaware 

Cutler,  Elizabeth  Philadelphia 

Dain,  Harriet Philadelphia 

Damico,  Charles   Philadelphia 

Dankel,   Eleanor    Lehigh 

Davis,   Gary    Lancaster 

Davis,   Muriel    Philadelphia 

Day,  Harold   Lycoming 

Day,  Raymond   Delaware 

DeBrody,  Florence   Lycoming 

Demanop,  Tongchai  Sebastian   Siam 

(Country) 

Dilbeck,  Roger    Philadelphia 

DiPrizito,  Anthony   .  .  .  .New  Jersey  (State) 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State) 

Dreher,  Dolores    Philadelphia 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann  Philadelphia 

Drill.   Rita    Philadelphia 

Flam,  Houston   Montgomery 

English,  Frederick  Delaware 

Esposito,  David Philadelphia 

Fuerle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Fair,   Nadine    Adams 

Falcone,  Francis   Philadelphia 

Farreny,   Nancy   New  Jersey  (State) 

Fern,  Mary   Dauphin 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,   Patricia    Philadelphia 

Finan,  Timothy  Philadelphia 

Finley,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Fisher,  Beverly  Ann  Dauphin 

Fleming,  Barbara Susquehanna 

Flowers,   Alfred    Philadelphia 

Ford,  Peggy  Philadelphia 

Foster,  Alexander Philadelphia 

Foster,   Arlene    Delaware 

Foster,  Harry   Delaware 

Fratini,    Marie    Delaware 

Fuchslocher,  Norma   Montgomery 

Furtak,  Henry New  Jersey  (State) 

Galante,   Frank    Luzerne 

Gamble,  Ruth   Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl   Bucks 

Garrett,  Robert New  Jersey  (State) 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Gentisky,   Leonard    Lackawanna 

( ierace,  Catherine   Philadelphia 

Gibbons,  James  New  Jersey  (State) 

Gibbons,  Walter   New  Jersey  (State) 

( rill.  Gladvs  Chester 
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Name  County 

Gilmore,  Barbara   Philadelphia 

Gogolski,   Leon    Lackawanna 

Graham,  Donna    Dauphin 

Grater,  Fred    Montgomery 

Griffith,  Fay   Lancaster 

Gulliford,   Janice    Luzerne 

Haflett,   Nancy    Tioga 

Hamblin,  William   New  Jersey  (State) 

Hampton,  Shirley  Luzerne 

Handel,   Gerald    Lancaster 

Harden,   Doris    Dauphin 

Hartzell,  Randall   Columbia 

Hayes,  Theresa   Philadelphia 

Herrmann,    George    Dauphin 

Hess,    Geraldine    Northampton 

Hess,  Larry   Columbia 

Hilton.   Mary    Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian   Philadelphia 

Horner,  Jean    \dams 

Hughes,  Marie    York 

Hural,  John   Philadelphia 

Iamurri,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam   Philadelphia 

Jones,  Beverly  Ann   Luzerne 

Jopling,    Ralph    Montgomery 

Jordon,  Elsie   Philadelphia 

Jubray,  William   Montgomery 

Kennedy,   William    Philadelphia 

Kerstetter,  Wayne   I  )auphin 

Klinger,   Ellis    I  >auphin 

Kreamer,   Richard    Clinton 

Kreiser,  Bessie   I  )auphin 

Lang,   Charles    Philadelphia 

LeCompte,  Ruth  Delaware 

Leed,  Kenneth    Lancaster 

Legenhausen,  Sandra   Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie   Luzerne 

Liney,   Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Helen  Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane   Chester 

Linsinbigler,  Arthur    Bucks 

Lomax,  Gloria  Philadelphia 

Luchetta,  Michael   Schuylkill 

Luckenbaugh,   Fern    Perry 

Lutter,  Rudolph    Philadelphia 

McCullough,  Elizabeth   .New  Jersey  (State) 

McCullough,  Helen New  Jersey  (State) 

McDermott,  Leroy New  Jersey  (State) 

McDowell,  Michael    Berks 

Malatesta,  Joan   Philadelphia 

Marino,  James Philadelphia 

Mattern,  Theodore   Lackawanna 

Mero,  Victoria Northumberland 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Miles,   Suzanne    Lackawanna 

Miller,  James  I Delaware 

Mitchell,  Marlene New  Jersey  (State) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,    Muriel    Delaware 

deMonteverde,  Beatriz,  Venezuela  (Country) 


Name  County 

Morrison,  Grace Delaware 

Mumma,  Audrey   Dauphin 

Muschette,  Leroy    Philadelphia 

Muthard,   William    Philadelphia 

Neiman,  Edgar  York 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 

Nickerson,  Hugh   Montgomery 

Nornhold,  James    Dauphin 

Noyles,  Ralton   York 

Oakley,   Harry  Jr Bradford 

Oram,  Sharon  Columbia 

Palmer,   Henry    Philadelphia 

Patterson,  Betty Franklin 

Perella,   Bernard    Chester 

Pine,  Barbara   New  Jersey  (State) 

Pine,  Richard   New  Jersey  (State) 

Pinion,  Beatrice   Chester 

Pouncy.    Samuel    Philadelphia 

Priefert,  William    Philadelphia 

Putalavage,  lean   Schuylkill 

Raff,  Elaine    Philadelphia 

Rager,  Nancy  Lee Mifflin 

Rich,  Barbara   Delaware 

Ridley.    Helen    York 

Rineholt,    Barry    York 

Robbins,    Ernest    Philadelphia 

Robinson,  Lillian   Chester 

Roebuck,   Robert    Montgomery 

Roseling,  Norma  Philadelphia 

Rowe,  Arlene   Cumberland 

Samworth.  Charles   C  hester 

Scheetz,  Elizabeth   Montgomery 

Schriver,  Elizabeth   Cumberland 

Selvey,  Catherine  I  )auphin 

Shanis,  Daniel   Philadelphia 

Shober,  George    Lancaster 

Showmaker,    Robert    Montgomery 

Shuey,  Verdun   Northumberland 

Seibert,  Charles   Lancaster 

Sinnott,   Claire    Delaware 

Sipes,  ( rerald    Franklin 

Smith,  Alma    Montgomery 

Smith,  Donald   Northumberland 

Smith,  ( iary    Chester 

Smith,  Lorraine    Bucks 

Smith,   Marjorie    Philadelphia 

Smith,  Mary  Jeanette   Lehigh 

Smith,  Sylvia  Philadelphia 

Smugeresky,  Eugene    Lackawanna 

Sockolosky,  William    Schuylkill 

Spruill,  James  Jr Philadelphia 

Stabelli,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Stefanovige,   Richard    Northumberland 

Stewart,   Alexander    Schuylkill 

Strzalka,  Matthew   Wayne 

Swenton,  Martin  Lackawanna 

Tome,  Russell York 

Swoyer,  Hugh  Berks 

Trexler,   Shirley   Lehigh 
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Enrollment  1949- 1950 


Name 


County 


Topolski,  Robert. ..  .Northumberland  (Dec.) 

Trivelpiece,  Shirley  Columbia 

Valentino,  Esther    Lancaster 

Valle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Vandenbord,  Marcella Carbon 

Varano,  Josephine Northumberland 

Vicchiarelli,  Jean Philadelphia 

Vittorio,  Armand    Lycoming 

Vulcan,  Brant  New  York  (State) 

Waker,  Robert    Philadelphia 

Walsh,  Thomas Luzerne 

Warburton,   Marilyn    Bradford 

Waterstradt,  Robert  Jr Philadelphia 

Weatherby,  Alice  Delaware 

Weist,  Thomas    Schuylkill 

Weber,  Erick New  Jersey  (State) 

Weitzel,  Mary  Lou   Lackawanna 

Wertz,  Edwin  York 

Wilus,  Norman   Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris Delaware 

Wismer,  Richard    Bucks 

Young,  Theodore   Clinton 

Yu,  Juliana    China  ( Country) 

Zachary,  Frederick  Philadelphia 

Zazow,   Alex    Philadelphia 


Veterans  State 

Krauss,  Fred  Jr Pennsylvania 

Rollman,  Joseph    Pennsylvania 


Home  Teachers  State 

Allwein,   Herman    Pennsylvania 

Austman,  Albert  ..Pennsylvania  (Deceased) 

Barmish,  Max    Pennsylvania 

Boyer,  Ann   Pennsylvania 

Cobb,  Betty   Michigan 

Kroeger,  Alice Pennsylvania 

Launch,  Eva   Minnesota 

Ling,  Fidelia   China  (Country) 

Noone,    Eileen    Pennsylvania 

Oen,  Olga   N.  Dakota 

O'Neill,  Edward   Pennsylvania 

Perry,  Joseph   New  Jersey 

Ritchey,  La  Verne    Pennsylvania 

Segal,  Arthur Pennsylvania 

Siewierski,  Julian    Pennsylvania 


Typing,  Braille  Shorthand,  and  Ediphone  Transcription 
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Calendar  for  the  School  Year  1950-51 
1950 

September  13 Opening  of  School  term 

November  21 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November  27 Classes  resume 

December  14 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

1951 

January  2 Pupils  return 

January  3 Classes   resume 

March  21 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  4. 1 5  P.  M. 

April  2 Pupils   return 

April  3 Classes  resume 

April  28 Junior  Prom — Spring  Formal 

May  24 Spring  Concert 

June  8 Achievement   Day 

June  10 Baccalaureate,  4  P.  M. 

June  15 Commencement,    10.30  A.  M. 

June  15,  16 Alumni-Alumnae    Meetings 


Future  Stand  Operator  at  Work 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possihle,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845-1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry   1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin    1849-ii 

Frank  Battles 1888-1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936-1945 


Josef  G.  Cauffman 1945- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind."  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 


TO  THE 


Members  of  the  Association 
and  to  the  Legislature 


DURING  THE  PAST  SUMMER,  the  third  preschool  nursery  ses- 
sions for  mothers  and  blind  babies  were  held  at  Friedlander  Hall. 
Eighteen  mothers  and  eighteen  babies  were  in  attendance,  and  excellent 
results  were  achieved  as  the  children  responded  to  training,  and  the  mothers 
learned  to  put  into  practice  the  suggestions  offered.  The  parents  club, 
which  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  first  preschool  nursery  sessions,  has  held 
regular  monthly  meetings,  and  through  the  practical  discussion  of  mutual 
problems,  and  the  counsel  of  the  administration,  teachers,  and  guest  speak- 
ers, individuals  have  been  guided  and  helped  in  the  rearing  of  their  handi- 
capped children. 

Improvements  in  the  general  service  of  facilities  of  the  buildings 
have  been  made  throughout  the  spring  and  summer.  A  one-story  building 
consisting  of  ten  individual  garages  has  been  erected  near  Lions  Hall, 
running  parallel  with  Wynnewood  Road.  A  large  storeroom  was  built 
adjoining  the  kitchen;  two  refrigerator  rooms  were  added;  a  new  pantry 
was  installed,  and  a  new  employes1  dining  room  has  been  placed  where  the 
old  pantry  was  located.  The  employes1  rooms  were  divided  by  partitions 
so  that  now  each  one  has  an  individual  room. 

The  sincere  thanks  of  everyone  connected  with  the  school  have  been 
earned  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Household  Committee  for 
the  very  great  interest  which  they  have  shown  in  the  improvements  and 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  been  carried  out. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  alterations  which  were  so  badly  needed,  and 


which  are  not  noticeable  to  the  many  visitors,  will  be  an  added  means  of 
maintaining  a  satisfied  household  department. 

During  the  school  year  there  was  an  average  enrollment  of  255,  from 
the  kindergarten  through  high  school,  and  our  home  teacher-university 
course.  A  class  of  seven  was  graduated  in  June.  Of  that  number  one  is 
enrolled  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  another  has  returned  to  Over- 
brook  as  a  post-graduate,  and  others  are  employed. 

Two  new  members  have  been  added  to  the  Board  of  Managers  dur- 
ing the  past  year — Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch  and  Mr.  Warren  M.  Wells. 

May  I  express  to  the  members  of  the  Board,  to  the  Staff,  and  to  the 
many  friends  of  Overbrook  my  personal  appreciation  of  their  service  in 
the  training  of  our  students. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 
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Report  of  the  Principal 

to  the 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 


At  the  close  of  our  119th  year  of  continuous  service  to  the  blind  it 
seems  fitting  to  review  briefly  the  history  of  our  famous  school.  Many 
requests  reach  us  from  libraries,  colleges,  social  service  agencies,  and  indi- 
viduals for  a  brief  history  of  the  school,  as  well  as  for  an  account  of  the 
services  offered  from  the  pre-school  level  through  the  home  teacher- 
university  course.  I  find  that  Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt,  one  of  my  noted  prede- 
cessors, has  prepared  such  a  sketch,  which  I  have  attempted  to  edit  and 
amend.  Therefore,  in  collaboration  with  Dr.  Burritt,  I  am  incorporating 
the  following  historical  sketch  in  this  Annual  Report. 

EARLY  HISTORY:  The  beginnings  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  now  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,  are 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  early  papers  and  archives  of  the  Institution.  The 
school  opened  in  1832  and  was  chartered  by  the  State  Legislature  Janu- 
ary 27,  1834,  but  there  is  conclusive  evidence  that  as  early  as  1824  the 
subject  of  providing  facilities  for  educating  the  blind  was  receiving  serious 
consideration  by  philanthropic  citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

For  a  number  of  years  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  school,  Mr. 
Roberts  Vaux  had  been  engaged  in  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  the  education 
of  blind  children  and  youth,  had  made  many  efforts  to  excite  an  interest 
thereon  among  his  fellow  citizens,  and  had  taken  some  steps  towards 
organizing  an  association.  The  successful  establishment  of  the  "Deaf 
and  Dumb  Asylum"  in  Philadelphia  in  1820  stimulated  an  interest  in  the 
making  of  similar  provisions  for  the  education  of  the  blind.  Correspond- 
ence upon  the  subject  between  Roberts  Vaux — a  leader  among  Philadelphia 
Friends — and  J.  Francis  Fisher  in  1829  is  preserved.  In  1830  Mr.  Fisher 
went  to  Europe.  While  there  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vaux  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"I  have  long  desired  to  see  a  school  for  this  afflicted  part  of  our 
fellow  creatures  in  operation  here.  But  how  far  intellectual  instruction 
can  be  communicated  has  never  been  satisfactorily  explained.  I  know  that 
the  Blind  have  been  taught  various  mechanical  branches  of  business;  but 


this,  though  a  great  alleviation,  falls  short  of  what  I  should  deem  it  a 
duty  to  contribute  towards  their  mental  improvement.  Bring  with  thee 
home  all  the  knowledge  to  be  had  on  this  subject,  and  thus  be  qualified  to 
take  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  an  Institution,  which  will  add  to 
the  deserved  reputation  of  our  city  in  her  works  of  beneficence." 

Mr.  Fisher  twice  visited  the 
INSTITUTION  DES  JEUNES 
AVEUGLES  in  Paris  where,  as 
he  says,  he  observed  "the  system 
of  instruction  contrived  by  the 
benevolent  Haiiy."  Later  he  vis- 
ited England,  studying  institu- 
tions in  successful  operation  there. 
Meanwhile,  a  young  German — 
Julius  Reinhold  Friedlander — 
having  finished  his  formal  studies 
at  the  University  of  Leipsic  and 
having  taught  a  few  years,  some- 
how became  exceedingly  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  the  blind 
and  visited  several  institutions 
with  the  view  to  inform  himself 
as  to  their  methods  of  instruction. 
While  he  was  thus  occupied,  "a 
book  on  the  United  States,  written 
by  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Weimar,  fell  into  his  hands,  and  from  it  Mr.  Fried- 
lander  received  exalted  ideas  of  the  active  benevolence  of  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia. 

Carrying  out  his  resolve,  Mr.  Friedlander  made  his  way  to  the 
United  States,  landed  in  Baltimore  in  the  fall  of  1832,  and  proceeded  at 
once  to  Philadelphia.  He  presented  his  letters  of  introduction  promptly 
to  Philadelphians  who  were  interested  to  see  provisions  made  for  educat- 
ing the  blind.  Acting  upon  the  advice  of  one  of  the  number,  he  proceeded 
immediately  to  search  out  sightless  children  and  happened  upon  two  Phila- 
delphia children — Sarah  and  Abraham  Marsh — whom  he  taught  in  his 
own  house  and  at  his  own  expense.  Thus  began  the  education  of  blind 
children  in  Pennsylvania. 


JULIUS  R.  FRIEDLANDER 

First  Principal 

1832-1839 


Within  a  year  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  made  it  necessary 
to  provide  additional  room  by  renting  two  houses  on  Thirteenth  Street 
above  Race.  The  cornerstone  of  the  first  school  building  at  Twentieth  and 
Race  Streets,  which  was  occupied  by  the  school  for  sixty-three  years,  was 
laid  September  10,  1835,  Andrew  Jackson  being  then  president. 

History  repeated,  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1899,  having  outgrown  its 
city  location,  during  Dr.  E.  E. 
Allen's  administration  the  school 
moved  to  the  present  site  in  Over- 
brook.  Built  specifically  for  the 
needs  of  its  pupils,  Overbrook  re- 
mains unique  in  the  beauty  of  its 
surroundings  and  architecture. 

TERRITORY  SERVED :  Having 
no  schools  of  their  own,  the  Legis- 
latures of  Delaware,  New  Jersey, 
and  Maryland  passed  the  necessary 
legislation,  Delaware  in  1835,  New 
Jersey  in  1836,  and  Maryland  in 
1837,  providing  for  the  education 
of  their  blind  children  at  the  Phila- 
delphia school.  Maryland  discon- 
tinued the  practice  upon  the  open- 
ing of  its  school  in  1854,  Delaware  in  1947. 

Occasionally,  other  states  and  countries  send  pupils  to  us,  usually 
for  vocational  or  home  teacher  training.  In  accordance  with  this  plan, 
pupils  have  come  to  us  from  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Ohio,  Minnesota,  Kansas,  North  Dakota, 
Nebraska,  Texas,  Wisconsin,  Louisiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Montreal, 
Canada,  India,  China,  Siam,  and  Venezuela. 


BISHOP  WILLIAM  WHITE 
First  President 

BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


MANAGEMENT:  The  school  is  a  private  corporation,  the  management 
being  vested  in  a  self-perpetuating  Board  of  twenty  members,  the  Gov- 
ernor being  the  Patron. 


SOURCES  OF  SUPPORT :  The  school  is  supported  by  the  tuition  income 
received  from  the  states  whose  pupils  are  educated  here,  chiefly  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey,  and  by  the  income  from  endowment,  gifts,  and 
contributions. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY:  From  the  outset,  the  school  has  provided  in- 
struction in  the  usual  school  subjects,  music,  and  the  industrial  arts.  As 
early  as  1839  instruction  was  begun  in  the  elements  of  physical  education. 
Since  removal  to  the  Overbrook  site,  the  school  has  employed  two  physical 
instructors,  one  for  girls  and  one  for  boys. 

(a)  Literary: 

From  its  origin,  instruction  has  been  provided  in  reading  and  writing 
embossed  type,  pencil  writing,  English,  history,  foreign  languages  (the 
first  foreign  language  introduced  was  German,  then  Latin,  and  very  much 
later,  French),  mathematics,  algebra,  arithmetic,  geometry,  and  elemen- 
tary science. 

(b)  Manual: 

From  the  first,  the  importance  of  the  training  of  the  hand  through 
what  was  then  called  "industrial  subjects"  was  recognized.  In  Mr.  Fried- 
lander's  "Address  to  the  Public"  in  1833  he  had  this  to  say  relative  to 
the  subject  of  manual  training: 

"Although  the  blind,  by  learning  manual  labour,  should  not  be  brought 
so  far  as  to  render  themselves  useful,  still  the  circumstance  of  their  being 
withdrawn  by  education  from  a  state  of  mere  animal  existence,  and  being 
translated  into  a  new  spiritual  world,  affording  them  abundant  matter  to 
enable  them  to  pass  through  the  dark  night  of  their  existence,  ought  to 
recommend  their  education  most  urgently." 

The  first  manual  subjects  taught  were  the  making  of  baskets,  mat- 
tresses, door-mats,  rugs,  and  twine.  The  following  year  several  new  handi- 
crafts and  new  arts  were  introduced:  brooms,  shoes,  cabinet  ware,  band- 


Coil  Piece 


Mr.  Ege  Instructs  in  Organ 


boxes,  rag  mats,  hearth  rugs,  quilts.  In  the  following  year  bristle  brushes 
were  added. 

The  manual  subjects  now  taught  are  ceramics,  caning,  woodwork, 
weaving,  basketry,  knitting,  crocheting,  hand  and  machine  sewing. 

(c)  Musical: 

The  value  of  music,  the  one  art  which  the  sightless  can  appreciate 
as  well  as  the  seeing,  was  recognized  from  the  very  first.  Instruction  was 
provided  in  singing,  piano,  and  shortly  in  the  playing  of  orchestral  instru- 
ments, and  in  1837,  tne  organ.  For  eighteen  years,  from  1887  to  1905, 
the  school  maintained  an  excellent  band.  It  has  also  maintained  from  time 
to  time  a  small  orchestra. 

The  musical  subjects  now  taught  are :  singing,  piano,  organ,  orchestral 
instruments,   harmony,   counterpoint,    and   musical    history. 

(d)  Physical: 

The  value  of  physical  training  was  recognized  long  before  provisions 
were  made  for  systematic  physical  instruction.  The  first  reference  to  the 
importance  and  value  of  exercise  is  found  in  the  sixth  annual  report  cover- 
ing the  work  of  the  year  1838: 

"Idleness  is,  peculiarly  to  the  Blind,  a  fertile  source  of  unhappiness; 
and  one  of  the  standing  rules  adopted  by  the  excellent  Principal  of  the 
Institution,  requires  that  'all  leisure  hours  should  be  occupied  with  walking 
or  some  useful  exercise.'  " 

In  these  days  when  blind  people  are  encouraged  to  take  an  active  part 
in  every  form  of  physical  exercise  possible  for  them  under  the  leadership 
of  trained  physical  instructors  with  certain  special  devices — they  are  run- 
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Learning  the  Holds 

ning,  jumping,  putting  the  shot,  wrestling,  swimming,  making  use  of  all 
the  apparatus  found  in  a  well-equipped,  modern  gymnasium — it  is  interest- 
ing to  read  this  statement  from  the  sixth  annual  report: 

"To  increase  the  means  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  a  few  kinds  of 
gymnastic  exercise  have  been  introduced  during  the  past  year,  which  have 
been  used  by  several  of  the  pupils  with  great  satisfaction,  and  evident 
improvement,  in  their  gait  and  movements.  They  are  of  so  simple  a  char- 
acter, that  the  use  of  them  by  the  Blind  is  believed  to  be  entirely  devoid  of 
danger." 

It  is  significant  that  there  is  no  reference  whatsoever  to  this  impor- 
tant subject  again  until  1859  when  the  matter  was  adverted  to  by  Mr. 
Chapin  in  the  twenty-seventh  annual  report : 

"A  system  of  Physical  Education,  with  dumb  bell  exercises,  has  also 
been  introduced.  The  elements  of  Physiology  are  made  a  prominent  part 
of  our  studies,  and  open  air  exercise  is  constantly  enjoined. 

uToo  much  importance  can  scarcely  be  given  to  the  proper  ventilation 
of  our  public  Institutions,  where  a  large  number  of  persons  are  constantly 
living;  and  to  the  advantage  of  frequent  recesses  for  healthy  exercise." 
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Ground  Baseball 


A  physical  instructor  was  first  employed  in  1879.  In  1892,  Edward 
Ellis  Allen  of  Massachusetts  came  to  the  Philadelphia  school  as  principal 
after  five  years'  experience  in  teaching  blind  youth — three  years  in  the 
Royal  Normal  College,  London,  England,  and  two  years  at  the  Perkins 
Institution.  From  his  experience  in  London  under  that  eminent  blind  man, 
Dr.  Francis  Campbell,  Mr.  Allen  came  to  know  the  value  of  daily  physical 
training.  Enthusiastic  about  the  improvement  of  the  physique  of  the  pupils 
through  daily  exercise,  Mr.  Allen,  in  1899,  made  ample  provision  for 
instruction  along  these  lines  in  the  new  school  at  Overbrook  which  was 
provided  with  a  gymnasium  equipped  with  modern  apparatus  and  extensive 
and  well-equipped  playgrounds.  Six  years  later  there  was  added  to  the 
equipment  a  swimming  pool  and  bowling  alley. 

HEALTH  SERVICE:  The  school  has  always  recognized  the  impor- 
tance of  an  adequate  health  service.  In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  it  has  for 
years  employed  a  general  physician,  an  ophthalmologist,  a  dentist,  a  lar- 
yngologist,  a  pathologist,  and  a  dermatologist,  all  non-resident.  These 
physicians  visit  the  school  at  regular  intervals  and  are  on  call  when  needed. 
A  resident  trained  nurse  and  assistant  complete  the  medical  staff. 
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Vaccinations,  tonsillectomies,  Wassermann,  Schick,  and  Dick  tests  are 
routine  procedure.  The  value  of  ample  rest  and  of  a  simple  but  adequate 
diet  have  always  been  recognized  and  provided  for.  Physical  exercise  under 
trained  physical  instructors  is  required  daily  from  every  pupil  unless  ex- 
cused by  the  physician. 

TERM  OF  INSTRUCTION:  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  originally  pro- 
vided for  the  instruction  of  state  pupils  for  six  years.  This  arrangement 
was  maintained  until  1838  until,  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  it  was  extended 
to  eight  years.  This  arrangement  extended  for  approximately  fifty  years. 
In  the  report  for  1887  this  statement  is  made: 

"The  Legislature  at  its  last  session  passed  an  act  extending  the  time 
at  which  pupils  may  be  maintained  in  this  institution  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  from  eight   (8)   to  twelve   (12)   years." 

Now  the  term  is  extended  to  include  completion  of  senior  high  school 
and  in  some  instances  post-graduate  work  in  vocational  courses. 

THE  KINDERGARTEN:  The  establishment  of  the  Kindergarten  in 
connection  with  the  Philadelphia  school  was  thus  described  by  Edward 
Townsend,  President  of  the  Board,  in  the  report  for  1884: 

"In  this  connection  we  refer  to  our  lately-established  Kindergarten. 
For  ordinary  children  this  system  has  its  uses,  but  perhaps  too  much  has 
been  claimed  for  it.  For  young  blind  children  its  value  can  hardly  be 
doubted.  It  consists  not  only  in  the  training  of  the  sense  of  touch,  which  with 
them  is  of  supreme  importance,  but  in  conveying  to  their  minds,  through 
the  medium  of  models,  ideas  of  which  they  might  otherwise  always  remain 
in  ignorance.  It  could  only  be  through  a  model  that  a  blind  child  could 
form  any  just  conception  of,  for  example,  a  ship,  a  steam  engine,  or  even 
the  outlines  of  an  ordinary  house." 

Mr.  Chapin  thus  refers  to  it  in  his  report  for  the  same  year: 

14 


"The  institutions  for  the  Blind  of  our  country  are  giving  more  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  the  Kindergarten  system  for  younger  pupils,  as  a 
preparation  for  the  more  advanced  classes.  Many  blind  children,  from  seven 
to  ten  years  old,  receive  little  or  no  proper  training  at  home;  and  this  is 
the  period  when  the  touch  is  tender  and  would  be  most  retentive.  It  is 
also  a  time  when  the  moral  and  religious  sentiments  should  be  attended 
to.  In  some  cases  the  surroundings  of  young  children  are  not  only  ignorant, 
but  vicious;  and  they  imbibe  habits  which  require  years  to  subdue." 

These  considerations — the  importance  of  beginning  the  training  of 
blind  children  while  young  and  the  added  gain  of  protecting  the  school 
from  quarantine  that  interrupted  the  regularity  of  school  work. — led 
Principal  Allen  to  provide  in  the  new  plant  at  Overbrook  a  separate  build- 
ing for  the  youngest  children.  Today  the  Kindergarten  building  houses 
forty  children,  with  four  housemothers  in  charge.  The  group  is  taught 
by  four  teachers. 

PRESCHOOL  NURSERY:  The  first  preschool  nursery  for  blind  chil- 
dren in  Pennsylvania  was  instituted  at  the  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 
in  the  summer  of  1949,  and  cared  for  ten  mothers  and  ten  babies,  during 
a  twelve  day  session.  In  1950,  twenty-seven  mothers  and  twenty-eight 
babies  were  enrolled,  and  received  instruction  in  the  three  sessions  of 
twelve  days  each. 

The  aim  of  the  preschool  nursery  is  twofold : 

To  assist  the  mother  in  understanding  the  problems  of  blindness;  to 
acquaint  her  with  training  methods,  and  to  build  within  her  a  hope  ot 
security  for  the  child's  future. 

To  aid  the  child  in  his  early  development  and  to  make  available  for 
him  the  service  and  advice  of  the  school  physician,  dentist,  and  ophthal- 
mologist. 


Preschool  Nursery  Tots 


Saturday  Service  Station 
Nursery  Extension  Class 


A  staff  of  twelve  including  the  principal,  assistant  principal,  three 
teachers,  Braille  coach,  visiting  teacher,  nurse,  housemother,  dentist, 
physician,  ophthalmologist,  and  household,  worked  together  on  this  im- 
portant phase  of  Overbrook  training,  which  is  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Division  of  Special  Education,  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Har- 
risburg.  Excellent  results  have  been  achieved  to  date. 

UNGRADED  CLASSES:  Every  school  for  the  blind  has  its  quota  of 
pupils  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  cannot  be  enrolled  in  the  regular 
school  grades.  It  has  been  found  desirable  to  assign  these  pupils  to  a 
special  teacher  or  coach  whose  duty  it  is  to  give  each  individual  pupil  the 
specific  kind  of  instruction  he  needs. 

The  majority  of  these  pupils  belong  to  one  of  two  groups — either 
they  have  sufficient  mentality  to  enter  the  regular  school  grade  but  cannot 
do  so  to  advantage  until  they  have  mastered  the  Braille;  or  they  are  back- 
ward, slow-developing  pupils  who  can  never  work  to  advantage  in  the 
regular  school  classes.  We  have  found  it  desirable  in  practice  to  provide 
these  two  groups  of  pupils  special  instruction,  the  goal  of  the  bright  ones 
being  the  mastery  of  Braille  as  rapidly  as  possible  so  that  they  may  be 
transferred  from  the  "ungraded  class"  or  special  class  to  the  grade  to 
which  they  belong  by  reason  of  their  mentality  and  advancement  in  school 
prior  to  the  loss  of  sight.  The  group  of  extremely  backward  pupils  must 
always  be  taught  as  members  of  a  small  special  group,  oftentimes  as 
individuals. 

In  our  school  these  two  groups  require  the  full-time  services  of  two 
teachers. 
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HOME  ECONOMICS:  According  to  Mr.  Frank  Battles,  then  principal, 
the  Philadelphia  school  was  the  first  to  provide  systematic  instruction  in 
domestic  science,  also  known  as  home  economics  and  home-making.  What 
Mr.  Battles  has  said  of  this  instruction  in  his  report  for  1889  is  not  only 
of  historical  interest  but  has  inherent  value : 

"Needle  work,  the  use  of  the  sewing  machine,  knitting  and  crocheting 
have  long  been  taught  in  most  institutions;  and  some  have  given  a  little 
time  to  other  domestic  duties,  as  the  care  of  their  rooms,  dish  washing, 
etc.;  but  it  belongs  to  our  own  school  to  have  first  formally  introduced 
cooking  as  a  regular  branch  of  instruction. 

"No  especial  originality  is  claimed,  for  instances  are  not  rare  where 
blind  women  without  instruction  other  than  that  obtained  before  the  loss 
of  sight,  or  such  as  they  may  have  had  from  their  people,  have  successfully 
carried  on  all  branches  of  household  work.  If  isolated  cases  without  special 
training  could  do  this,  it  was  naturally  inferred  that  a  larger  number  could 
so  succeed  if  systematically  taught.  With  this  end  in  view,  Mrs.  Rorer,  the 
well-known  teacher  of  cooking,  was  engaged  in  February  of  this  year 
(1889)  to  instruct  a  selected  number  of  our  girls  in  cooking  and  domestic 
economy.  A  room  has  been  fitted  up  as  a  kitchen  and  here  twice  a  week 
sixteen  girls  may  be  seen  busily  at  work  over  their  tasks,  involving  all  the 
principles  of  the  culinary  art.  Not  only  are  they  taught  to  bake  and  boil 
and  fry,  but  the  course  goes  deeper  in  the  training  in  domestic  economy, 
the  arts  of  utilizing  previously  cooked  foods,  the  making  of  palatable  and 
nutritious  dishes  from  inexpensive  materials,  undesirable  cuts  of  meat, 
and  parts  usually  wasted.  In  fact,  in  the  many  petty  household  economics 
of  which  the  French  are  masters  and  in  which  the  American  housewife  is 
commonly  deficient.  The  chemical  composition  of  foods,   as  well  as  the 


Home  Economics 


._    " 


requirements  of  the  body,  are  all  considered,  and  fact  and  rule  take  the 
place  of  judgment  and  taste,  those  terms  so  common  in  cook  books. 

"The  experience  of  a  year  has  shown  it  to  be  entirely  practical  and 
fully  justifies  the  anticipations  of  success.  The  girls  have  cheerfully  given 
their  time  outside  of  the  regular  school  hours,  and  have  mastered  every 
step  from  building  the  fire,  through  bread  making  and  cooking  plain  meats, 
to  cakes  and  pastry.  This  statement  must  be  taken  literally;  the  conditions 
of  the  cooking  school  are  as  near  as  possible  those  of  an  ordinary  kitchen, 
and  the  girls  do  everything  themselves.  To  illustrate,  the  whites  and  yolks 
of  eggs  are  separated  by  puncturing  a  hole  in  one  end  of  the  egg,  allowing 
the  whites  to  run  out,  while  the  unbroken  yolk  remains  in  the  shell;  again,  in 
baking  bread  and  cake,  on  listening  closely  a  slight  crackling  or  ticking 
sound  can  be  heard,  which  disappears  when  the  material  is  done. 

"It  is  not  expected  that  our  girls  can  obtain  employment  as  cooks, 
but  they  can  and  will  be  happier  and  more  useful  at  home;  and  often 
lighten  the  too  heavy  burden  of  an  overworked  mother."  A  completely 
equipped  modern  apartment  now  provides  a  "life  situation"  laboratory 
where  all  of  our  senior  high  school  girls  and  some  of  the  boys  are  instructed 
in  the  fundamentals  of  home  making. 

DRAMATICS  AND  EXPRESSION:  Systematic  training  in  dramatic 
work — physical  expression  and  declamation — was  introduced  by  Mr.  Allen 
in  1903  when  he  employed  Miss  Jessie  Royer,  now  Dr.  Jessie  Royer 
Greaves,  head  of  the  Royer  Greaves  School  for  the  Blind,  for  children 
with  an  added  handicap,  a  graduate  of  the  Emerson  College  of  Oratory. 
The  title  chosen  for  Miss  Royer  indicates  the  original  purpose  of  this 
instruction,  i.e.,  teacher  of  physical  expression  and  declamation.  The  plan 
contemplated  developing  in  the  pupils  greater  ease  and  poise  through 
frequent  appearances  in  public  on  the  stage  of  the  school  auditorium.  Miss 
Royer  continued  to  direct  this  work  for  nineteen  years. 

A  speech  correction  program  given  in  connection  with  dramatics  is  the 
present  day  program  in  Speech  and  Dramatics  at  Overbrook. 

COMMERCIAL  EDUCATION;  The  first  step  towards  commercial 
training  was  taken  in  1878  as  indicated  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  president  of 
the  Board,  in  the  following  paragraph  from  his  report: 

"The  Managers  have  recently  purchased  a  typewriter  for  the  use  of 
the  pupils.  This   instrument   is  used  habitually  by  Mr.   Lane,   the  blind 


principal  of  the  Louisiana  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  conducting  his  corre- 
spondence, and  also  has  been  used  to  some  extent  in  England,  particularly 
by  a  young  lady  whose  acquaintance  one  of  the  Managers  made  during  a 
recent  visit  to  Europe.  This  lady  is  an  authoress,  and  has  published,  in 
spite  of  her  infirmity,  several  books,  one  a  novel  in  three  volumes,  which 
she  was  kind  enough  to  present  to  the  Institution.  The  copy  for  the  printer 
being  always  prepared  by  her  own  hand  through  the  agency  of  the  type- 
writer, by  means  of  which  she  also  carries  on  an  extensive  correspondence. 
Unfortunately,  its  price  places  it  beyond  the  means  of  most  of  the  sight- 
less, but  the  short  time  it  has  been  in  use  here  has  demonstrated  its  useful- 
ness as  a  means  of  communication  between  them  and  the  seeing." 

The  report  for  1879  states  that  one  class  was  taught  the  use  of  the 
typewriter.  In  the  report  for  1882  it  was  stated  that  the  typewriter  was 
also  being  used  by  an  increased  number  of  pupils  and  blind  teachers.  In  the 
report  for  1889  is  found  the  following  statement:  "In  language  study  the 
pupils  are  required  to  write  frequent  compositions;  the  ten  caligraphs  now 
in  use  furnishing  an  easy  means  of  accomplishing  the  work  with  the  mini- 
mum expenditure  of  time." 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1909  that  typewriting  was  introduced  as 
a  regular  subject  of  the  school  curriculum.  From  that  time  until  November 
19 17,  the  subject  was  taught  by  two  of  the  grade  teachers,  one  on  the  boys' 
side  and  one  on  the  girls'  side.  This  plan  was  followed  by  the  selection  of  a 
teacher  especially  trained  for  commercial  work.  During  the  years  that  have 
intervened,  typewriting  has  been  taught  as  a  required  subject  of  the  cur- 
riculum, two  or  three  times  a  week  beginning  with  the  eighth  grade. 

With  the  employment  of  a  specially  trained  teacher,  intensive  voca- 
tional training  was  provided  for  a  few  pupils  possessed  of  the  essential 
qualifications,  personal  and  scholastic.  This  program  leads  us  now  to  include 
typewriting,  Braille  shorthand,  telephone  and  switchboard  operating  as  one 
of  the  vocations  taught  in  the  school. 

VOCATIONAL  INSTRUCTION:  This  term  is  loosely  used  generally 
to  indicate  instruction  in  manual  or  industrial  subjects.  Correctly  inter- 
preted, vocational  instruction  includes  specific  instruction  looking  to  pre- 
paring pupils  for  a  definite  vocation  in  life. 

Thus  defined,  Overbrook  provides  instruction  for  the  following  spe- 
cific vocations  that  are  being  successfully  followed  by  blind  people,  namely: 
(1)  piano  tuning,  (2)  music,  with  special  reference  to  teaching,   (3)  com- 
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Machine  Shop  Instruction 


mercial  subjects,  including  typewriting,  Braille  shorthand,  dictaphone 
operating,  and  telephone  switchboard  operating,  (4)  home  teaching,  (5) 
machine  shop. 

SIGHT  CONSERVATION:  In  1945  at  the  request  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  Division  of  Special  Education,  Overbrook 
reopened  its  work  with  the  partially  sighted  by  admitting  a  few  children 
from  rural  areas  with  low  vision  who  otherwise  might  not  have  been  able 
to  secure  an  education  in  the  public  schools. 

At  present  we  have  two  sight  conservation  classrooms  with  competent 
teachers  and  we  are  using  all  sight  conservation  materials  available,  includ- 
ing large-type  books  from  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  and 
private  presses,  bulletin  type  typewriters,  magnifying  devices,  and  other 
accepted  equipment  or  paraphernalia.  These  classes  care  for  eighteen 
children. 


Sight  Conservation 
Pupils 


Social  Hour 


EXTRA-CURRICULA:  In  addition  to  the  curricula  outlined  above  the 
usual  branches  of  instruction  are  followed  and  enriched  by  planned  visits 
to  museums,  the  zoo,  Academy  of  Music,  and  the  Children's  Theatre.  Extra 
curricular  activities  include  skating  for  both  boys  and  girls,  Brownies  and 
Cubs  for  young  children,  Hi-Y  and  athletic  associations,  dramatics  club, 
and  other  informal  societies  that  pupil-organized  come  and  go. 

SELF-HELP  CLUB  :  The  Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club  brings  into  one 
organization  all  of  the  remunerative  activities  of  the  school — magazine  sub- 
scription agency,  management,  solicitation  of  subscriptions,  sale  of  pupil- 
made  articles,  leathercraft,  etcetera,  stand  operation,  and  sale  of  all  tickets 
for  school  affairs.  The  club  is  pupil-managed  and  supported,  with  three 
adult  seeing  employes,  employed  by  the  club  to  care  for  stenographic  and 
bookkeeping  duties. 

This  brief  outline  of  our  development  and  history  does  not  attempt 
to  cover  the  many  details  of  administration,  instruction,  and  household 
management,  but  it  is  hoped  it  will  give  an  over-all  view  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  largest  schools  for  the  blind  in  the  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 
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Faculty  and  Staff 
195 1  -1952. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT 

Josef  G.  Cauffman,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Principal 
Albert  G.  Cowgill,  A.B.,  B.S. 

Principal  Emeritus 
Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Assistant  Principal 

Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

Norma  Aleck,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 
Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Social  Studies 
♦Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 

Special  Class 
♦Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Mathematics 
Richard  H.  Dickie.  B.A. 

English,  French,  History 
Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S." 

Sight  Conservation  Class 
Esther  M.  Henne 

Sight  Conservation  Class 
Yolande  C.  Judge 

Fifth  Grade 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A. 

English,  Latin,  German 
Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 

Science,  Mathematics 
Constance  Morey 

Sixth  Grade 
Mildred  Murphy 

Special  Class 
Clara  F.  Pollock 

Third  Grade 


♦Ida  E.  Price 

Braille,  Spelling,  Reading 

Jay  H.  Pursel,  B.S. 

Junior  High  School — Social 
Studies,  English 
Minnie  B.  Sprung 

Braille  Coach 
Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S. 

Fourth  Grade 
f  Constance  Weaver,  A.B. 

Commercial  Subjects 
Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 

Commercial  Subjects 

FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Jane  Ellen  Naef,  B.A. 

First  Grade 
Mildred  M.  Norris,  B.A. 

First  Grade 
Edith  Boone 

Second  Grade 

LIONS  HALL 

Kindergarten 
Mary-Virginia  Patrick,  B.S. 
Alice  B.  Stout 
Edith  Tasker 

First  Grade 
Josephine  P.  Schoonmaker,  B.S. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Director 
Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 

Boys 
Flora  T.  Arthur,  B.S. 

Girls 

♦Theresa  G.  Miller,  B.S. 
Substitute 


♦Defective  Vision 
fPart-time 
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MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

tHarry  N.  Becker 

Choir  Director,  Voice 

tElsie  E.  Bruggeman 
Piano 

*William  Currlin 
Tuning 

tHarry  I.  Drendall,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Instruments 

*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Junior  High 
Chorus,  Organ, 

Music  Appreciation 

*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library, 
Music  Appreciation 

Marcia  M.  Ober,  B.S. 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano 


MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 
Basketry,  Crocheting 

*Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

Woodwork,  Plastics 

*Herbert  Hartung 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

*Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Knitting 

tH.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Frederick   Sigafoos 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

*S.  May  Singletary,  B.S. 

Home  Economics,  Sewing 


LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Julia  V.  Wyer,  A.B. 
Librarian 


*Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

Haydn  P.  Wyer 

Stereotype)- 

*Ida  E.  Price 

Finger  Proof  Reader 

PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Emily  R.  Cautilli 
Registrar 

Helen  Farrar 

Visiting  Teacher 

Edith  Newlin,  B.S.,  M.A. 

Psychologist 

HOME   TEACHER    TRAINING 

Martha  Lindsay,  B.S.,  M.A. 
Co-ordinator 

Frances  W.  Loughery 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

David  O.  Ewing,  M.D. 
Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 
Laryngologist 

E.  P.  Corson-White,  M.D. 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Edith  Woodward 

Registered  Nurse 


t  Part-time 
*Defective  Vision 
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Katharine  Ottinger 

Assistant  to  Nurse 

BLIND   STUDENTS   SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 
Linda  G.  Patton 
Marie  C.  Donohue 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

*  Lillian  M.  Obest 
*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 
Steward 

Dorothy  Anderson 
Accountant 

Netta  M.  Shafer 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Emma  C.  King 
Matron 

Florence  Poole 
Housekeeper 

James  F.  Crane 

Custodian,  B  nil  dings 

Michael  Cronin 

Chief  Engineer 


^Defective  Vision 


HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Elsa  H.  Peuckert 
Girls 

Maria  C.  Chielli 
Boys 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Hanley 
Boys 

Intermediate 

Lillian  Cole 
Girls 

Helen  Mooney 
Boys 

Junior 

Izora  Roush 
Girls 

Emma  P.  Cole 
Boys 

Mary  McMenamin 

Relief  Housemother 

Friedlander  Hall 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigaf oos 
Supervisor 

Grace  Benner 
Girls 

Elizabeth  Eldridge 
Boys 

Lions  Hall 

Phoebe  Dion 
Supervisor 

Mary  A.  Vickery 

Marguerite  Culf  ord 

Ruth  Galev 


First  Steps  With  a  Pull  Toy 


Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  may  be  enrolled 


Adams 

Lackawanna 

Perry 

Berks 

Lancaster 

Philadelphia 

Bradford 

Lebanon 

Pike 

Bucks 

Lehigh 

Schuylkill 

Carbon 

Luzerne 

Snyder 

Chester 

Lycoming 

Sullivan 

Columbia 

Mifflin 

Susquehanna 

Cumberland 

Monroe 

Tioga 

Dauphin 

Montgomery 

Union 

Delaware 

Montour 

Wayne 

Franklin 

Northampton 

Wyoming 

Juniata 

Northumberland 

York 

It's  Fun  to  Push  Ahead 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1951 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash $     75,394-77 

Tuition  and  state-aid  receivable 103,142.39 

Inventory  of  supplies 13,278.54 

$    191,815.70 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 

(Quoted  market  values  $1,772,363) 

Unrestricted  funds  $1,501,750.30 

Restricted  funds  81 ,094.74 

1,582,845.04 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land    $     97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements $1,546,763.53 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment  300,358.13 

$1,847,121.66 
Less — Accrued  depreciation  1,291,142.60 

$    555,979-06 

Improvements  in  progress 12,720.31 

568,699.37 

Other  Assets  :  665,905.00 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits  $      18,072.78 

Prepaid  insurance 3,641.01 

■ 21,713.79 

$2,462,279.53 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — -May  31,  195  r 

LIABILITIES 

Current  Liabilities  : 

Accounts  payable  $     46,353.74 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School  : 

Unrestricted  funds  $2,916,998.40 

Restricted  funds   81,094.74 

$2,998,093.14 

Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1950 $    257,348.19 

Add — transfer  from  New  Building  Fund  to  reimburse 
operating  accounts  for  architect's  fees  written  off  at 
May  31,  1949 28,425.00 

$    285.773.19 
Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1951, 

before  depreciation    33,800.67 

—      310.573-86 

$3,317,667.00 

Deduct — Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1950  $    877,440.62 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  195 1  24,300.59 

901,741.21 

2,415,925.79 

$2,462,279.53 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $901,741.21  is  not  identical  with  accrued  depreciation 
of  $1,266,842.01  shown  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of  prior 
years  applied  to  surplus  arising  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus 
was  eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income  :                                                               1951  1950  1949 
Tuition  : 

From  state  appropriations   $326,69975  $325,217.26  $268,545.03 

From  private  pupils 14,330.52  14,192.27  14,956.00 

Discounts  on  purchases 598.13  616.05  420.75 

Miscellaneous     347-43  332.15  332.15 

$341,975-83  $340,357-73  $284,253.93 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages   $214,372.08  $196,064.97  $178,599.97 

Food 61,993.24  52,470.12  50,590.42 

Repairs  and  maintenance 45,838.59  38,560.40  18,217.13 

Heat,  light  and  power • . . .        26,028.69  25,353.59  24,303.43 

Other  supplies  and  expenses 53,798-94  61,138.55  49,357-58 

$402,031.54  $373,587.63  $321,068.53 

Net  operating  loss   $  60,055.71  $  33,229.90  $  36,814.60 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $  81,609.32  $  68,330.41  $  58,762.37 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses. .          5,401.08  7,708.43  2,090.73 

Transfer  from  special  funds   6,845.98  14,846.08             

$  93,856.38  $  90,884.92  $  60,853.10 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  other 

deductions  and  depreciation  $  33,800.67  $  57,655.02  $  24,038.50 

Other  Deductions  : 

Write-off  of  architect's  fees  paid  for  plans  for 
new  building,  construction  of  which  has  been 

cancelled   $  28,425.00 

Net  income  or  (loss)  for  the  period  before 

depreciation    $  33,800.67  $  57,655.02  $  (4,386.50) 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements      24,300.59  24,239.61  23,854.38 

Net  income  or  (loss)  for  the  period $     9,500.08  $33,415.41  $(28,240.88) 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1950  to  May  31,  1951 


Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 


Balance  May  31,  1950   $2,835,991.38  $103,846.49 

Add: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $  23.740.95           $  23,499.36 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments  37,452.04                 2,641.73 

Income  added  to  principal   1 .487.79 

Transfer  from  New  Building  Fund   19,814.03 

Loans  to  graduates  repaid  60.00 


$      81,007.02  $  27,688.88 

Deduct  : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased   $     2,201.60 

Transfers  to  non-operating  income  for  building  alterations,  etc...  6,845.98 

Transfer   to  reimburse  operating  accounts   for  architect's  fees 

written  off  at  May  31,  1949 28.425.00 

Transfer  to  unrestricted  funds   to   reimburse  for  building  ex- 
penditures of  previous  years 12,968.05 


$  50,440.63 


Balance  May  31,  1951    $2,916,998.40  $  81,094.74 
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Student  Enrollment  1950-195 1 


Name  County 

Adams,  Ronald   Philadelphia 

Albee,  Phyllis  Delaware 

Allwein,  Edward   Lebanon 

Anderson,  Estelle Dauphin 

Angiolillo,   Richard    Philadelphia 

Appleby,  Joyce Chester 

Arndt,  Marlin Lancaster 

Arnt,  Frances   Lebanon 

Atkins,  Lynn New  Jersey  ( State) 

Atwell,  Dolores Delaware 

Baker,  Eileen Philadelphia 

Bar  comb,  Georgianna Lackawanna 

Barwosky,  Ida  May Philadelphia 

Bassler,  Harry Luzerne 

Baum,  Robert Chester 

Bell,  Kenneth  New  Jersey  (State) 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William Chester 

Berberick,  Frederick Northumberland 

Bigger,   Earl   Delaware 

Bitler,   Margaret    Lancaster 

Black,  Rodney Bucks 

Block,  Bonnie   Dauphin 

Boone,  Edith New  Jersey  (State) 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowers,  David  Lancaster 

Bowmaster,   Leslie    Centre 

Bowmaster,  Susan Centre 

Boyer,  James   Philadelphia 

Boycheck,  Michael   Schuylkill 

Bradley,  Ann  Patricia Montgomery 

Bream,  Carol  Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Brittingham,  Linda Philadelphia 

Brown,  Dorothy  Montgomery 

Brownstein,  Robert   Philadelphia 

Burke,   Nathan    Philadelphia 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Butz,  James   Perry 

Caine,  Anne   Philadelphia 

Caldwell,  James  Erie 

Cam,   Marcialito   Philadelphia 

Campbell,   Mary    Philadelphia 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carpenter,  Leroy  Lancaster 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carroll,  Robert  Delaware 

Carter,   Donald    Philadelphia 

Cavna,  Lester   Lancaster 

Chabin,   Evelyn    Schuylkill 

Chambers,   Ruth    Philadelphia 

Cicala,  Joseph    Luzerne 

Claffey,  Edward Delaware 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 


Name  County 

Coe,   Carol    Philadelphia 

Comp,  Raymond   Perry 

Courtney,  Eileen   Philadelphia 

Cox,  Clarence   Columbia 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann Lancaster 

Crissey,   Arthur    Delaware 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Dain,  Harriett  Philadelphia 

Damico,  Charles   Philadelphia 

Dankel,   Eleanor    Lehigh 

Davis,   Gary    Lancaster 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

Day,  Harold  Lycoming 

Demanop,  Tongchai  Sebastian, 

Siam  (Country) 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

DiPrizito,  Anthony New  Jersey  (State) 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State) 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette Delaware 

Dreher,   Dolores   Philadelphia 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Drill,  Rita Philadelphia 

Elam,  Houston  Montgomery 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

English,  Frederick Delaware 

Esposito,  David Philadelphia 

Euerle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Fair,  Nadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis Delaware 

Farreny,  Nancy New  Jersey  (State) 

Fern,  Mary   Dauphin 

Fidler,  Richard  Philadelphia 

Finan,   Patricia   Philadelphia 

Finan,  Timothy  Philadelphia 

Finley,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Fisher,  Beverly  Ann Dauphin 

Flowers,  Alfred Philadelphia 

Ford,  Peggy Philadelphia 

Foster,  Alexander Philadelphia 

Foster,  Arlene Delaware 

Foster,  Harry  Delaware 

Fraser,  Ellin  Chester 

Fratini,  Marie Delaware 

Fuchslocher,  Norma   Montgomery 

Furtak,  Henry New  Jersey  (State) 

Gamble,  Ruth   Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrett,  Robert New  Jersey  (State) 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Genitsky,  Leonard Lackawanna 

Gerace,  Catherine  Philadelphia 

Getz,  Eileen Luzerne 

Gill,  Gladys  Chester 

Gilmore,  Barbara   Philadelphia 

Gogolski,  Leon Lackawanna 
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Name  County 

Goldpaint,  Alan Philadelphia 

Graham,   Donna   Dauphin 

Grater,  Fred    Montgomery 

Griffith,  Fay   Lancaster 

Gulliford,  Janice   Luzerne 

Haflett,  Nancy Tioga 

Hamblin,  William New  Jersey  (State) 

Hampton,  Shirley  Luzerne 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hayes,  Therese  Philadelphia 

Herrmann,  George Dauphin 

Hess,  Donald   Lancaster 

Hess,  Geraldine  Northampton 

Hess,  Larry  Columbia 

Hilton,   Mary    Chester 

Hoffman,  Ruth  Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian  Philadelphia 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Hughes,  Marie York 

Hural,  John   Philadelphia 

Iamurri,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam   Philadelphia 

Jones,  Beverly  Ann Luzerne 

Jordon,  Elsie   Philadelphia 

Jubray,  William  Montgomery 

Kamsler,   Theodore    Lackawanna 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kerstetter,  Wayne  Dauphin 

Klinger,   Ellis    Dauphin 

Kraczwk,  Eleanor Philadelphia 

Kreamer,  Richard   Clinton 

Kreiser,  Bessie   Dauphin 

Kretzschmar,  William.  .New  Jersey  (State) 

Lang,   Charles    Philadelphia 

Law,   Charles    Chester 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 

heed,   Kenneth    Lancaster 

Legenhausen,  Sandra Philadelphia 

Leihman,  Terrie    Berks 

Liney,   Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Helen Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Linsinbigler,   Arthur    Bucks 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Luchetta,  Michael   Schuylkill 

Lutter,  Rudolph Philadelphia 

McCracken,  Lorraine   Dauphin 

McDermott,  Leroy New  Jersey   (State) 

McDermott,  Donald Montgomery 

Marino,  James Philadelphia 

Mattern,  Theodore   Lackawanna 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Miles,   Suzanne   Lackawanna 

Miller,  James  I Delaware 

Mitchell,  Marlene New  Jersey  (State) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel    Delaware 

deMonteverde,  Beatriz. Venezuela  (Country) 


Name  County 

Moore,  Clanton  Philadelphia 

Mumma,   Audrey    Dauphin 

Muschette,  Leroy   Philadelphia 

Muthard,   William    Philadelphia 

Myers,  Joseph   Philadelphia 

Neiman,  Edgar York 

Nelson,  Martin    Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 

Nickerson,  Hugh    Montgomery 

Nornhold,  James    Dauphin 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Bradford 

Oram,  Sharon  Columbia 

Palmer,   Henry    Philadelphia 

Patterson,   Betty    Franklin 

Pekar,  Z.  Russell    Philadelphia 

Perella,  Bernard Chester 

Pine,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Pine,  Richard New  Jersey  (  State ) 

Pouncy,  Samuel Philadelphia 

Putts,  John   Lancaster 

Priefert,   William    Philadelphia 

Putalavage,  Jean   Schuylkill 

Raff,  Elaine   Philadelphia 

Rager,  Nancy Mifflin 

Raymer,  Ellen  Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Rich,  Barbara Delaware 

Ridley.   Helen    York 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Robbins,  Ernest Philadelphia 

Robinson,  Lillian   Chester 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Roseling,    Norma    Philadelphia 

Rosman,  Ned   Lancaster 

Samworth,  Charles   Chester 

Scheetz,  Elizabeth   Montgomery 

Schriver,  Elizabeth  Cumberland 

Seibert,  Charles   Lancaster 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel  Philadelphia 

Shober.   George   Lancaster 

Showmaker,  Robert Montgomery 

Shuey,  Verdun Northumberland 

Shusterman,  Larry  Philadelphia 

Sinnott,   Claire    Delaware 

Sipes,  Gerald Franklin 

Skelley,  James    Delaware 

Smith,  Alma    Montgomery 

Smith.  Eugene Northampton 

Smith,  Gary Chester 

Smith,  Lorraine Bucks 

Smith,  Mary  Jeanette   Lehigh 

Smith,  Sylvia Philadelphia 

Smugeresky,  Eugene    Lackawanna 

Socko1osky,  William Schuylkill 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stabelli,  Joseoh New  Jersey  (  State ) 

Stefanovige.  Richard    Northumberland 

Stewart,  Alexander    Schuvlkill 

Strzalka,  Matthew   Wayne 
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Name  County 

Swenton,  Martin Lackawanna 

Tome,  Russell York 

Trexler,   Shirley   Lehigh 

Unangst,  William Bucks 

Valentino,  Esther Lancaster 

Vandenbord,  Marcella Carbon 

Varano,  Josephine Northumberland 

Vicchiarelli,  Jean   Philadelphia 

Vittorio,   Armand    Lycoming 

Waker,   Robert    Philadelphia 

Walsh,  Thomas Luzerne 

Warburton,   Marilyn    Bradford 

Waterstradt,  Robert Philadelphia 

Weatherby,  Alice Delaware 

Weber,  Erick New  Jersey  (State) 

Weber,  Walter New  Jersey  (State) 

Weitzel,  Mary  Lou Lackawanna 

Wenhold,  Barton   Montgomery 

Wertz,  Edwin  York 

Williams,  Arnold   Philadelphia 

Wilus,  Norman   Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris  Delaware 


Name  County 

Wismer,  Richard   Bucks 

Young,  Theodore  Clinton 

Yu,  Juliana China  (Country  ) 

/  'eterans  State 

Krauss,  Fred,  Jr Pennsylvania 

Rollman,  Joseph    Pennsylvania 

Weidow,   Richard    Pennsylvania 

Home  Teachers  State 

Allwein,  Herman Pennsylvania 

Cobb,  Betty   Michigan 

Gissendanner,  Sarah  Alabama 

Hunter,  Johnnie  May Pennsylvania 

Key,  William   Pennsylvania 

Launch,  Eva   Minnesota 

Oen,  Olga N.  Dakota 

O'Neill,  Edward    Pennsylvania 

Perry,  Joseph  New  Jersey 

Ritchey,  La  Verne    Pennsylvania 

Segal,  Arthur Pennsylvania 

Siewierski,  Julian   Pennsylvania 


CLASS  OF  JUNE  1951 


Left  to  right,  Robert  B.  Garret,  Charles  D.  Samworth,  Helen  Virginia 
Ridley,  James  Ivan  Miller,  Mildred  Dolores  Dreher,  Henry  Joseph 
Furtak,  George  Phillip  Herrmann. 
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Calendar  for  the  School   Year  195 1-5 J 
1951 

September   12 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  20 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November  26 Classes  resume 

December  20 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

1952 

January  6 Pupils  return 

January  7 Classes  resume 

April  3 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  4. 1 5  P.  M. 

April  14 Pupils  return 

April  15 Classes  resume 

April  26 Junior  Prom — Spring  Formal 

May  22 Spring  Concert 

June  6 Achievement  Day 

June  8 Baccalaureate,  4  P.  M. 

June  13 Commencement,  10.30  A.  M. 

June  13,  14 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 


Rules  for  the  Game 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possible,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads    1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845 -1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry   1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin    1849-ri 

Frank  Battles 1888-1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen    1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt    1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936-1945 


Josef  G.  Caufifman 1945- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

64th    and    Malvern   Avenue,   Philadelphia,   Pennsylvania 


#«*«*». 


Report  i  g  j  i- 1 9  j  2 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTIETH  YEAR 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


ipji-igj2 


Officers 


Patron 
His  Excellency,  Governor  John  S.  Fine 

President 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 


Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 


Secretary 


Philip  Price 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 
James  H.  Robins 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Vice-Presidents 

(1925) 

Rudolph  S.  Ranch 

(1948) 

(1934) 

Treasurer 

(1934) 

Allston  Jenkins 

(i93o) 

Managers 

(1934) 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 

( 1946) 

(1937) 

Cooper  Howell 

(1949) 

(1937) 

Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

(1950 

(1 940) 

Warren  M.  Wells 

(1950 

(1942) 


Following  the  election  standing  committees  were  appointed : 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 


Rudolph  S.  Rauch 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Charles  P.  Stokes 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Finance 

Allston  Jenkins 
Philip  Price 

Instruction 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Rudolph  S.  Ranch 

Household 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Cooper  Howell 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 
Warren  M .  Wrells 

Blind  Students  Sclf-Hclp  Club 
William  T.  Carter 


Health  and  II' elf are  Council 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch,  Representative 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 


TO  THE 


Members  of  the  Association 
and  to  the  Legislature 


DURING  THE  PAST  YEAR  a  considerable  amount  of  time  was  de- 
voted to  the  production,  in  technicolor  and  sound,  of  the  new  Over- 
brook  film,  DARK  INTERLUDE.  The  script  was  furnished  by  News 
Reel  Laboratory  and  tells  the  story  of  the  rehabilitation  of  a  young  man 
who  lost  his  sight  as  a  result  of  an  accident,  featuring,  at  the  same  time,  the 
educational  facilities  and  advantages  offered  at  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  where  enrolled  students  are  prepared  for  their  life  work  as  self- 
supporting  citizens  of  their  communities.  All  aspects  of  the  training  pro- 
gram, from  the  summer  preschool  nursery  sessions  for  the  mother  and  her 
blind  baby  up  through  the  grades  to  the  senior  in  high  school,  are  shown 
together  with  activities  available  for  each  age  group. 

The  film  will  be  used  for  public  relations  purposes,  and  will  be  shown 
at  Lions  Clubs  and  other  service  clubs  in  and  near  Philadelphia. 

Another  interesting  phase  of  the  school  year  was  the  culmination  of  the 
affiliation  program  and  the  coming  of  a  F rench  student.  Through  the  good 
offices  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  the  Ecole  Braille  near 
Paris  became  the  affiliated  school  of  the  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind, 
and  for  the  past  four  years  many  letters  and  gifts  have  been  exchanged, 
which  stimulated  the  interest  of  students  in  both  countries.  Through  our 
friendship  and  acquaintance  with  students  from  other  lands,  our  boys  and 
girls  are  acquiring  a  broader  outlook  which  will  make  them  world  citizens, 
with  friends  in  many  lands.  The  inspiration  brought  to  our  campus  by  blind 
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students  from  abroad  cannot  be  evaluated  in  simple  terms.  Overbrookers 
have  learned  that  humanity  has  many  traits  in  common  despite  differences 
in  social  customs  and  in  origin.  Laughing,  singing,  and  working  together, 
we  are  building  an  understanding  and  tolerance  of  others. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 


Students  from  Thailand,  China,  and  Trance  study  Qeography 
with  their  teacher. 


Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Reading 

Writing 

Language 

Spelling 

Grammar 

English 


Geography 

History 

Braille 

Speech  Correction 

Arithmetic 

Science 


Nature  Study 

Crafts 

Field  Trips 

Health 

Physical  Education 


Music 
Piano 

Instruments 
General  Chorus 
Elementary  Chorus 


Humane  Education        Music  Appreciation 


English 

Composition 
Literature 
Grammar 
Speech 

Speech  Correc- 
tion 
Pencil  Writing 

Foreign  Languages 
Latin 
French 
German 

Mathematics 
Algehra 
General 

Mathematics 
Plane  Geometry 
Arithmetic 

Health 
Physical 
Education 

General  Science 

Biology 

Phvsics 


JUNIOR-SENK  )\< 

Commercial 

Junior  Business 

Training 
Typewriting 
Bookkeeping 
Office  Practice 
Shorthand 
Ediphone 
Salesmanship 

Social  Studies 
American 

History 
Civics 

Current  Events 
Geography 
1  li  story — 

Pennsylvania 
World  History 
Occupations 
Field  Trips 

Tests  and  Meas- 
urements 
Guidance 
Tests 

Religious 

Instruction 

Orientation 


HIGH   SCHOOL 

Manual 

Basketry 

Brush  Making 

Caning 

Ceramics 

Crocheting 

Home  Economics 

Knitting 

Leather  Work 

Machine  Shop 

Magazine 

Agency  Man- 
agement and 
Sales 

Massage 

1  Mastics 

Tennis  Racquet 
Restringing 

Sewing 
Hand 
Machine 

Weaving 

Woodwork 

Piano  Tuning 

Switchboard 

Stand  Operation 


Music 
Chorus 
Choir 
Glee  Club 
1  lannony 
Theory 
History  and 

Appreciation 
Instruments 
Organ 
I  'iano 
Voice 
Music  Braille 

Special  Activities 
School  Paper 
Scouting 
Dramatics 
Dancing 
Swimming 
Roller  Skating 
Intra-mural 
sports   (base- 
hall — bowling 
—football- 
track  ) 
Clubs  (Hi-Y, 
Y-Teens, 
Music,  etc.) 
Inter-scholastic 
sports  (wres- 
tling— track) 


Report  of  the  Principal 

TO  THE 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen. 


The  activities  of  the  year  as  represented  in  our  calendar  depict  the 
great  variety  of  projects  and  interests  afforded  the  students.  I  am  submit- 
ting herewith  a  resume  of  the  work  of  the  year  in  calendar  form. 

1951 

September  6,  7,  10,  11       A  Work  Shop  or  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  and 

the  following  study  groups  were  organized  for 
continuing  research  and  work  : 

a.  Social  Development 

b.  Moral  and  Spiritual  Growth 

c.  Vocational  Guidance 

d.  Health 

e.  Curriculum  Development 
I.    Citizenship 

Fels  Group  Dynamics  Center,  Teachers  College, 
Temple  I  niversity,  assisted,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Stanford  S.  Right. 

September  12  Witnessed   the    opening   of   school    term    for   the 

1 20th  school  year.  Enrollment  reached  a  total 
of  268  pupils  during  the  year. 

Staff  and  pupils  participated  in  the  United  Fund 
Drive  and  $361.59  in  pledges  and  cash  was 
contributed. 

Cooperation  was  extended  the  Philadelphia  Public 
^Schools  by  supplying  sight  conservation  mate- 
rials for  a  handicapped  pupil  at  the  Widener 
School. 

November  1  Annual  Open  House  celebrated  National  Educa- 

tion Week.  A  large  attendance  witnessed  activi- 
ties of  the  school. 
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Happy,  Carefree  Days! 


November  5 
November  14 


Sports  Show  by  Bob  Allman  and  Al  Wistert,  of  the 
Philadelphia  Eagles,  entertained  in  chapel,  as- 
sisted by  the  Lower  Merion  High  School  Band. 

Fall  Meeting,  Private  School  Teachers  Associa- 
tion of  Philadelphia  and  Vicinity  at  Bryn  Mawr 
College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 


Instruction  in  Travelling  Alone 


"  Qood  morning,  this  is  the  O.S.B.  Broadcasting  Company, 
bringing  you  the  news." 


November  16 


November  20 


December  3 


Morris  Frank,  Vice  President,  The  Seeing  Eye, 
Inc.,  gave  his  annual  lecture  to  Home  Teacher 
Trainees. 

The  Annual  Play  --  WHAT  EVERY  WOMAN 
KNOW7S  by  Barrie,  was  a  big  success. 

Canon  Bryan  Green  of  Birmingham,  England, 
spoke  in  chapel  by  courtesy  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania.  A  bus  load 
of  pupils  attended  the  Preaching  Mission  held 
at  Convention  Hall. 

Cottage  and  Classroom  Closing  Parties,  the  early 
morning  Carolers  of  Dunn  Cottage  and  White 
Hall  ushered  in  the  Christmas  activities. 

The  Dunn  Cottage  Carolers  visited  the  Chapin 
Memorial  Home  for  the  Aged  Blind  and  the 


1  Qive  T/s  7his  Day  Our  Daily  Bread 


December  20 

December  2  1 

1952 
January  7 
January  23 

February  12 


March  7,  8 


Pennsylvania     Industrial     Home     for      Blind 
Women  to  present  a  special  Christmas  program. 

The  Program  of  Christmas  Music  for  the  public 
drew  a  very  large  audience. 

Classes  were  dismissed  for  the  holidays. 


Classes  were  resumed. 

A  Song  Recital  by  Catherine  Deraco,  Soprano, 
in  auditorium  was  given  through  the  courtesy  of 
Blind  Artists  Concerts. 

Presentation  of  Braille  Watches  to  fourteen  pupils 
of  the  high  school  by  David  Shotel,  Chairman, 
Benjamin  Trachtenberg  Memorial  Charity 
Fund  of  the  Jules  E.  Mastbaum  Lodge  No. 
1069  B'Nai  B'Rith. 

Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the  Blind  Wres- 
tling Tournament  was  held  at  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land. 
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March  14 

March  24-29 

April  3-14 
April  15 
April  30 

May  2 
May  17 

May  22 


SHE  STOOPS  TO  CONQUER,  by  Oliver  Gold- 
smith, was  presented  by  the  Ben  Jonson  Players, 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  Director. 

The  school  participated  in  the  Twenty-Fifth  An- 
niversary of  Philadelphia's  Educational  Week 
for  the  Blind,  held  in  the  Gimbel  Store. 

Classes  were  dismissed  for  the  spring  vacation. 

Classes  were  resumed. 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Private  School  Teach- 
ers Association  of  Philadelphia  and  Vicinity  was 
held  at  Sanford  Preparatory  School,  Hockessin, 
Delaware. 

A  Piano  Recital  by  pupils  of  Elsie  E.  Bruggeman 
was  given  in  the  auditorium. 

Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the  Blind  Track 

Tournament  was  held  at  the  Connecticut  School 
for  the  Blind,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

The  Spring  Festival  of  Music  and  Drama. 


Creative  Jrt 


II 


Practice  Teaching  by  Home  'Teacher  Trainees.     All  oj  the  June 
graduates  have  heen  placed. 


May  27 

June  6 

June  6 
June  8 

June  12 


A  Pony  Party  for  pupils  of  Lions  Hall  and  Fried- 
lander  Hall  was  enjoyed  by  the  courtesy  of 
John  H.  McClatchy  and  Colonel  Bill. 

Annual  Achievement  Day  —  Awards  and  Prizes 
were  presented  to  eighty  pupils. 

The  Spring  Recital  of  the  Lower  School. 

Baccalaureate  Service,  Address  by  the  Rev.  C.  E. 
Snowden,  Rector,  Memorial  Church  of  St.  Paul, 
Overbrook. 

The  Matron's  Dinner  to  the  Graduating  Class. 

Senior  Class  Day  Exercises,  Presentation  of  Class 
Gift  to  the  school,  and  Stole  of  Honor  to  the 
outstanding  member  of  the  Junior  Class. 
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June  13 


June  13,  14 
June  29— July  4 
July  7-19 
July  2  I— August  2 


Commencement  Exercises,  Address  by  Dr.  Edwin 
W.  Adams,  Associate  Professor  of  Education, 
LaSalle  College,  Philadelphia. 

Of  the  ten  graduates,  seven  are  enrolled  in  a  uni- 
versity, college,  or  other  school;  one  is  em- 
ployed, and  two  are  at  home. 

Annual  Alumni-Alumnae  Association  Meetings 
and  Banquet. 

Biennial  Convention,  American  Association  of  In- 
structors of  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

First  Session  Preschool  Nursery. 

Ten  mothers  and  ten  babies  present. 

Second  Session  Preschool  Nursery. 
Ten  mothers  and  ten  babies  present. 

During  the  summer,  some  of  the  pupils  attended 
Camp  Shadowbrook  and  Mountainbrook  in  the 
Pocono  Mountains,  and  Camp  Wapanacki,  at 
Hardwick,  Vermont. 


Anatomy 
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Other  outstanding  events  during  the  school  year  were : 

Membership  in  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Private  Academic 
Schools. 

Membership  in  the  Middle  States  Association  of  Colleges  and  Sec- 
ondary Schools. 

Formation  of  the  Student  Council. 

Visitation  and  observation  of  students  from  secondary  schools  and 
colleges  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity;  Lions  Clubs;  service  or- 
ganizations. 

Saturday  Service  Stations  at  Lions  Hall  where  mothers  bring  preschool 
children  for  training,  and  to  observe  methods  of  training. 

Monthly  meetings  of  the  Parents  Club. 

United  Nations  representatives  visited  Overbrook. 

Philadelphia  Community  Theatre  Players  read  ROMEO  AND 
JULIET  to  student  body. 

School  Organizations  : 
Boy  Scouts 
Girl  Scouts 
Cubs 
Brownies 
Hi-Y 
Tri-Hi-Y 

Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club 
School  affiliation  with  Ecole  Braille  under  American 

Friends  Service  Committee 
Ben  Jonson  Players 
Overbrook  Athletic  Association 
Buddies,  Inc.,  Chapter  II,  Kennel  Club 
The  Red  and  White  —  school  paper 
World  Affairs  Council  of  the  United  Nations, 

2  student  representatives 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 
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Faculty  and  Staff 
i95x-i953 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
DEPARTMENT 

Josef  G.  Cauffman,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Principal 

Albert  G.  Cowgill,  A.B.,  B.S. 

Principal  Emeritus 
Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Assistant  Principal 
Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 
Norma  Aleck,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Dramatics,  Speech   Correction 
Ethel  K.  Arthur.  A.B.,  M.A. 

Social  Studies 
*Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 

Special  Class 
♦fMireille  Boucard,  B.A. 

French 
Virginia  M.  Canan 

Second  Grade 
*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Mathematics 
*H.  Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

English,  History 
Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Sight  Conservation  Class 
James  W.  Graeff,  A.B. 

Fifth  Crude 
Yolande  C.  Judge 

Fourth  Grade 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A 

English,  Latin,  German 
Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 

Science,  Mathematics 
Constance  Morey 

Sixth  Grade 
Ella  L.  Moseley,  A.B. 

Sight  Conservation  Class 


Mildred  Murphy 

Special  Class 
Clara  F.  Pollock 
Third  Grade 
*Ida  E.  Price 

Braille,  Spelling,  Reading 
John  C.  Reyner,  B.S. 

Junior  High  School — Social 
Studies,  English 
Minnie  B.  Sprung 
Braille  Coach 
Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 
Second  Grade 
f  Constance  Weaver,  A.B. 
Commercial  Subjects 
Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 
Commercial  Subjects 

FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Jane  Ellen  Naef,  B.A. 

First  Grade 
Mildred  M.  Norris,  B.A. 

First  Grade 
Edith  Boone 

Second  Grade 

LIONS  HALL 
Kindergarten 
Kathryn  C.  Baldwin,  A.B. 
Alice  B.  Stout 
Edith  Tasker 
Mary  L.  S.  Trent,  B.A. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Director 
Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 

Boys 
Flora  T.  Arthur,  B.S. 

Girls 


♦Defective  Vision 
fPart-time 
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MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

tHarry  N.  Becker 

Choir  Director,  J'oice 

tElsie  E.  Bruggeman 

Piano 

Lois  E.  Cope,  B.S. 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano 

*William  Currlin 
Tuning 

*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Senior  High  Chorus, 
Organ,  Music  Appreciation 

*Gerald  E.  McCarthy,  B.M..  M.S. 
Instruments 

*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library, 
Music  Appreciation 


MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*John  P.  Boyle 

Woodwork,  Plastics 

*Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 

Basketry,  Crocheting 

*Herbert  Hartung 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

*  Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Knitting 

tH.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Frederick  Sigafoos 

Machine  SJwp  Instructor 

*S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Home  Economics,  Sewing 


LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  B.S. 
Librarian 


*  Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

Haydn  P.  Wyer 
Stereotyper 

*Ida  E.  Price 

Linger  Proof  Reader 

PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Emily  R.  Cautilli 
Registrar 

Helen   Farrar 

Visiting  Teacher 

Edith  Newlin,  B.S.,  M.A. 

Psychologist 

HOME    TEACHER    TRAINING 

Martha  Lindsay,  B.S.,  M.A. 
Co-ordinator 

Content  S.  Wright,  B.A. 
Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

David  O.  Ewing,  M.D. 
Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 
Laryngologist 

Elizabeth  Logan 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Marian  E.  Connelly 
Registered  Nurse 


\  Part-time 
*Defective  Vision 
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Virginia  D.  Ransley 
Assistant  to  Nurse 

BLIND   STUDENTS   SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 
Marie  C.  Donohue 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 
*Lillian  M.  Obest 
*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 

Steward 
Dorothy  Anderson 

Accountant 
Netta  M.  Shafer 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 
Emma  C.  King 

Matron 
Florence  Pottle 

Housekeeper 
James  F.  Crane 

Custodian,  Buildings 
Michael  Cronin 

Chief  Engineer 


^Detective  Vision 


HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Mary  A.  Vickery 

Girls 
Maria  C.  Chielli 

Boys 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyle  Hoag 

Boys 

Intermediate 
Lillian  Cole 

Girls 
Helen  Mooney 

Boys 

Junior 
Izora  Roush 

Girls 
Emma  P.  Cole 

Boys 
Mary  McMenamin 

Relief  Housemother 

Friedlander  Hall 
Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos 

Supervisor 
Agnes  Morcom 

Girls 
Elizabeth  Eldridge 

Boys 

Lions  Hall 
Lillian  M.  Freed 
Supervisor 
Marguerite  Culford 
Mae  M.  Lynch 


'Tun  /or  the  Brownies 


OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1952 

I 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash    $    1 14,591.39 

Tuition  and  state-aid  receivable 11 5,090.97 

Inventory  of  supplies 9,463.20 

$    239,145.56 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 

(Quoted  market  values  $1,884,797.91 ) 

Unrestricted  funds $1 ,508,882.91 

Restricted  funds 84,243.23 

1,593,126.14 
Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land   $      97, 205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements $1,580,668.88 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment 303,874.33 

$1,884,543-21 

Less — Accrued  depreciation 1,316,956.28      567,586.93 

664,792.56 
Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits   $      18,072.78 

Prepaid  insurance   2,701.15 

20,773.93 

$2,517,838.19 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1952 

LIABILITIES 

Current  Liabilities  : 
Accounts  payable $      48,038.60 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School  : 

Unrestricted  funds $2,924,131.01 

Restricted  funds 84,243.23 


$3,008,374.24 


Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1951   $    319,573-86 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1952 69,406.38 


388,980.24 

$3,397,354-48 

Deduct — Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1951  $    901,741.21 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  [952 25,813.68 


927.554-89 


2,469,799.59 


$2,517,838.  ig 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $927,554.89  are  not  identical  with  accrued  depreciation 
of  $1,316,950.28  shown  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of  prior 
years  applied  to  surplus  arising  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus 
was  eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income:                                                                    1952                     1951  1950 
Tuition : 

From  state  appropriations $356,395-45  $326,699.75  $325,217.26 

From  private  pupils  14,286.20             14,330.52  14,192.27 

Discounts  on  purchases 57-36                  598.13  616.05 

Miscellaneous     583-80                  347-43  332.15 

$37i.837-8i  $341,975.83  $340,357-73 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages $234,230.99  $214,372.08  $196,064.97 

Food     58,539.14             6i,993-24  5-2.470-12 

Repairs  and  maintenance 27,314.40             45,838.59  38,560.40 

Heat,  light  and  power  28,010.08             26,028.69  25,353.59 

Other  supplies  and  expenses 47,707.78             53.798.94  61,138.55 

$395,802.39  $402,031.54  $373,587.63 

Net  Operating  Loss $  23,964.58  $  60,055.71  $  33,229.90 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $  81,849.39  $  81,609.32  $  68,330.41 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses. .           8,968.52               5,401.08  7.708.43 

Transfer  from  special  funds 2,553.05               6,845.98  14,846.08 

$  93,370.96  $  93.856.38  $  90,884.92 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  depreciation.      $  69,406.38  $  33,800.67  $  57,655.02 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements     $25,813.68  $  24,300.59  $24,239.61 

Net  income  for  the  period $  43,592.70  $     9,500.08  $  33,415.41 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1951  to  May  31,  1952 

Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

Balance  May  31,  [951    $2,910,998.40  $      81,09474 

Add  : 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $        3,981.29  $        2,0011.4(1 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments 3, 15 1.32  135.85 

Income  added  to  principal  1 ,435-95 

Loans  to  graduates  repaid 150.00 

$        7,132.61  $        4.33 1 .26 

Deduct  : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased $        1,182.77 

Balance  May  31,  1952 $2,1)24,131.01  $      84,243.23 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  may  be  enrolled 


Adams 

Berks 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Carbon 

Chester 

Columbia 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Franklin 

Juniata 


Lackawanna 

Lancaster 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

Northampton 

Northumberland 


Perry 

Philadelphia 

Pike 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Tioga 

Union 

Wayne 

Wyoming 

York 


first  Qraders  Vse  Braille  Writers. 
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Student  Enrollment  1951-1952. 


Name  County 

Adams,  Ronald   Philadelphia 

Allwein,  Edward    Lebanon 

Anderson,  Estelle Dauphin 

Angiolillo,    Richard    Philadelphia 

Appleby,  Joyce Chester 

Arndt,  Marlin Lancaster 

Arnt,  Frances   Lebanon 

At  well,  Dolores Delaware 

Bachman,  Jeffrey   Berks 

Baker,  Eileen Philadelphia 

Barcomb,  Georgianna Lackawanna 

Barwosky,  Ida  May  Philadelphia 

Bassler,  Harry Luzerne 

Baum,  Robert Chester 

Bell,  Kenneth   Xew  Jersey   (  State  ) 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William Chester 

Benson,  William   Philadelphia 

Berberick,  Frederick Northumberland 

Bigger,  Earl    I  )elaw  are 

Bissland,  James  Northampton 

Bitler,   Margaret    Lancaster 

Block,  Bonnie   1  )auphin 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowers,  David  Lancaster 

Bowmaster,    Leslie    Centre 

B(  iwmaster,  Susan Centre 

Boyer,  James   Philadelphia 

Boycheck,   Michael    Schuylkill 

Bradley,  Ann  Patricia Montgomery 

Bream,  Carol  Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Brittingham,  Linda Philadelphia 

Brownstein,  Robert   Philadelphia 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,    Margaret    Luzerne 

Burke,    Nathan    Philadelphia 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Butz,  James    Perry 

Caine,  Anne   Philadelphia 

Cam,   Marcialito   Philadelphia 

Campbell,  James    Mifflin 

Campbell,  Mary    Delaware 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carter,   Donald    Philadelphia 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Chambers,  Ruth    Philadelphia 

Cicala,  Joseph   Luzerne 

Claffey,  Edward  Delaware 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 

Coe,   Carol    Philadelphia 

Courtney,  Eileen   Philadelphia 


Wiinc  County 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann Lancaster 

Crissey,    Arthur    Delaware 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Dain,  Harriett  Philadelphia 

Dankel,  Eleanor   Lehigh 

Davis,   Gary    Lancaster 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

Demanop,  Tongchai  Sebastian, 

Siam  ( Country) 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dimeo,  Thomas   Mifflin 

DiPrizito,  Anthony Xew  Jersey  (  State  ) 

Dixon,  Thomas Xew  Jersey  (State) 

I  ><  iwd,  Patricia  Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette 1  >elaware 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Drill,  Rita  . .' Philadelphia 

Dutill,  Dorothy Chester 

Eggen,  Samuel  Montgomery 

Eisele,  Phyllis   Northampton 

Elam,  Houston  Montgomery 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

Espositn,  I  )avid   Philadelphia 

Euerle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Fair,  Xadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis Delaware 

Farreny,  Nancy Xew  Jersey  (State) 

Fern,   Mary    Dauphin 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,   Patricia    Philadelphia 

Finan,  Timothy  Philadelphia 

Finley,  Barbara Xew  Jersey  (  State ) 

Fisher,  Beverly  Ann   Dauphin 

Foster,  Alexander Philadelphia 

Foster,  Arlene Delaware 

Foster,  Harry  Delaware 

Fratini,  Marie Delaware 

Fuchs,  Walter  Philadelphia 

Fuchslocher,  Norma   Montgomery 

( ramble,  Ruth   Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph   Philadelphia 

Genitsky,  Leonard Lackawanna 

Getz,  Eileen   Luzerne 

Gill,  Gladys  Chester 

Gilmore,  Barbara   Philadelphia 

Gogolski,  Leon Lackawanna 

Graham,   Donna    Dauphin 

Griffith,   Fay   Lancaster 

Groff,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Gulliford,  Janice  Luzerne 

Haflett,  Nancy Tioga 

Hampton,  Shirley Luzerne 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 


Name  County 

Hayes,  Therese  Philadelphia 

Hess,  Donald   Lancaster 

Hess,  Geraldine  Northampton 

Hess,  Larry Columbia 

Hildenbrand,  Herbert   Delaware 

Hilton,  Mary   Chester 

Hoffman,  Ruth Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian   Philadelphia 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Hural,  John   Philadelphia 

Iamurri,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam  Philadelphia 

Jones,  Beverly  Ann Luzerne 

Jordon,  Elsie  Philadelphia 

Joyce,  Joseph Delaware 

Jubray,  William   Montgomery 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kerstetter,  Wayne Dauphin 

Klinger,  Ellis    Dauphin 

Kowalski,  Gloria  Schuylkill 

Kraczwk,  Eleanor Philadelphia 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Kretzschmar,  William.  .  New  Jersey  (State) 

Kunkel,  Hope Northampton 

Lampe,  Ronald   Bucks 

Lang,   Charles    Philadelphia 

Law,   Charles    Chester 

LeCompte,  Ruth  Delaware 

Legenhausen,  Sandra Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie    Berks 

Li,  Aurora Siam  (Country) 

Lineberger,  Archie  Philadelphia 

Liney,   Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Helen Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Linsinbigler,   Arthur   Bucks 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Lutter,  Rudolph Philadelphia 

McCracken,  Lorraine Philadelphia 

McDaniels,  Sharon New  Jersey  (State) 

McDermott,  Leroy New  Jersey  (State) 

McDougall,  Robert   Delaware 

Martin,  William   Northampton 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Mitchell,  Marlene New  Jersey  (State) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel    Delaware 

Moore,.  Clanton  Philadelphia 

Moore,  Ralph   Mifflin 

Moshier,  Robert   Tioga 

Mumma,  Audrey   Dauphin 

Munizza,  Barbara  Philadelphia 

Murray,  Donald Philadelphia 

Muschette,  Leroy   Philadelphia 

Muthard,   William    Philadelphia 

Myers,  Joseph   Philadelphia 

Neiman,  Edgar York 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 


Name  County 

Nickerson,  Hugh   Montgomery 

Nornhold,  James    Dauphin 

Nowsatka,  Arthur   Delaware 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Bradford 

Oliver,  Harry   Bucks 

Palmer,  Henry    Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  ( State) 

Passanante,  Elizabeth  Rose  ....  Philadelphia 

Patterson,   Betty    Franklin 

Pedro,  Joseph Schuylkill 

Pekar,  Z.  Russell   Philadelphia 

Perella,  Bernard Chester 

Pine,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Pine,  Richard New  Jersey  (State) 

Pouncy,  Samuel Philadelphia 

Priefert,  William    Philadelphia 

Putalavage,  Jean  Schuylkill 

Quay,  Louis  Montgomery 

Raymer,  Ellen   Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Rich,  Barbara Delaware 

Ridley,  Helen   York 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Robbins,  Ernest Philadelphia 

Robinson,  Lillian   Chester 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Rogers,  George   Berks 

Roseling,   Norma    Philadelphia 

Rosman,  Ned   Lancaster 

Rusinski,  Robert Montgomery 

Sassaman,  Christine  Berks 

Schriver,  Elizabeth  Cumberland 

Seibert,  Charles  Lancaster 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel  Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John .  Philadelphia 

Shober,   George   Lancaster 

Showmaker,  Robert Montgomery 

Shuey,  Verdun  Northumberland 

Shusterman,  Larry  Philadelphia 

Sinnott,   Claire    Delaware 

Sipes,  Gerald Franklin 

Skelley,  James    Delaware 

Smith,  Alma   Montgomery 

Smith,  Eugene Northampton 

Smith,  Gary Chester 

Smith,  Georgianna   Philadelphia 

Smith,  James    Philadelphia 

Smith,  Lorraine Bucks 

Smith,  Mary  Jeanette   Lehigh 

Smith,  Sylvia Philadelphia 

Smugeresky,  Eugene   Lackawanna 

Sockolosky,  William Schuylkill 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stabelli,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Stewart,  Alexander    Schuylkill 

Spratlin,  Michael    Bucks 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Swenton,  Martin  Lackawanna 
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Wiiiic  County 

Thompson,  Robert Maryland  (  State) 

Tome,  Russell York 

Trexler,   Shirley   Lehigh 

Van  Den  Beemt,  Peter Montgomery 

Vandenbord,  Marcella Carbon 

Varano,  Josephine Northumberland 

Venters,  Robert Philadelphia 

Vicchiarelli,  Jean    Philadelphia 

YVaker,   Robert    Philadelphia 

Warburton,   Marilyn    Bradford 

Waterstradt,  Robert Philadelphia 

Wcatherby,  Alice Delaware 

Weber,  Erick New  Jersey  ( State  ) 

Weber,  Walter New  Jersey  (State) 

Weitzel,  Mary  Lou Lackawanna 

Wenhold,  Barton   Montgomery 

Wertz,  Edwin  York 

Williams,  Arnold   Philadelphia 

Wilus,  Norman   Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris Delaware 

Wisiner,  Richard   Bucks 

Wood,  Gene Virginia  (State ) 


Xante  County 

Wright,   Margaret    Delaware 

Young,  Theodore  Clinton 

Vu,  Juliana China  (Country) 

/  'eterans  State 

DeFabbo,  Frank Pennsylvania 

Truitt,  James Delaware 

l/ome  Teachers  State 

Allwein,  Herman Pennsylvania 

I  helier,  Dolores  Pennsylvania 

( rraves,  Winifred Massachusetts 

Hunter,  Johnnie  May Pennsylvania 

O'Neill,  Edward    Pennsylvania 

Perry,  Joseph  New  Jersey 

Ritchey,   La  Verne    Pennsylvania 

Segal,  Arthur Pennsylvania 

Siewierski,  Julian    Pennsylvania 

Stone,  Agnes Pennsylvania 

Tait,  John Michigan 


CLASS  OF  JUNE   [952 


£ejt  to  right:  'Robert  7A.  Brownstein,  Shirley  Mae  Hampton,  Houston  Qo\d  Slam,  Juliana  Jay  3'n, 

"Rudolph  Victor  Cutter,  Jr.,  Shirley  June  Jrexler,  James  Calvin  Biifr,  Mary  Agnes  'Tern, 

Marcialito  Jelipe  Cam,  Mary  Jeaneiie  Smith. 


Calendar  for  the  School  Year  1951—53 

1952 

September  10 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  25 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

December  1 Classes  resume 

December  18 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  4.15  P.  M. 

1953 

January  4 Pupils  return 

January  5 Classes  resume 

March  26 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  4. 1 5  P.  M. 

April  6 Pupils  return 

April  7    Classes  resume 

May  21 Spring  Concert 

June  5 Achievement  Day,  8.45  A.  M. 

June  7 Baccalaureate,  4  P.  M. 

June  12 Commencement,  10.30  A.  M. 

June  12,  13 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

July  6—18 First  Session  Preschool  Nursery 

July  20— August  1 Second  Session  Preschool  Nursery 


Enjoying  Jrcsh  Air  in  the  "Rocking  Boat. 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possihle,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832- 1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842- 1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845-1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry   1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin    1849-ii 

Frank  Battles 1888-1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936-1945 


Josef  G.  Cauffman !945- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

64th    and    Malvern   Avenue,  Philadelphia,   Pennsylvania 


Re p ort  i()j2-ipj3 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIRST  YEAR 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


igji-igji 


Officers 


Patron 

His  Excellency,  Governor  John  S.  Fine 

President 

Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 


Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 

Secretary 
Philip  Price 

Charles  P.  Stokes 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 
James  H.  Robins 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Vice-Presidents 
(1925)  Rudolph  S.  Ranch 

( 1934) 

Treasurer 
(1934)  Allston  Jenkins 

Managers 
(1934)  Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 

(1937)  Cooper  Howell 

(1937)  Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

( 1940  )  Warren  M.  Wells 

(1942) 


Following  the  election  standing  committees  were  appointed  : 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 


Rudolph  S.  Ranch 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Charles  P.  Stokes 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Finance 

Allston  Jenkins 
Philip  Price 

Instruction 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

HonseJwld 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Cooper  Howell 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 
Warren  M.  Wells 


Blind  Students  Self -Help  Club 
William  T.  Carter 

Health  and  Welfare  Council 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch,  Representative 


(1048) 


(I930) 

(1946) 
(1949) 
(1950 
(I95I) 


Josef  G.  Caufrman,  Principal 


Albert  G.  Cowgill,  Principal  Emeritus 


Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq. 

President,  Board  of  Managers 
Since  i 9 J3 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 


TO  THE 


Members  of  the  Association 
and   to  the  Legislature 


DURING  the  last  decade  an  ever  increasing  number  of  young  blind 
children  have  been  seeking  admission  in  the  lower  school.  Sometime 
ago  through  the  generosity  of  Lions  Clubs  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  the 
primary  school  building  was  renovated  to  accommodate  more  than  forty 
kindergarten  children,  and  renamed  Lions  Hall.  The  senior  boys  were 
moved  from  Friedlander  Hall  in  order  to  provide  more  space  for  first  and 
second  graders.  This  arrangement  eased  the  overflow  for  a  short  time. 

The  list  of  preschool  children  continues  to  grow  until  there  is  a  total 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  at  present,  many  of  whom  will  be  students 
at  Overbrook  when  they  reach  the  age  of  admission. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances  a  committee  of  the  Board  was  ap- 
pointed headed  by  Mr.  Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt  with  Mrs.  Eric  de 
Spoelberch  and  Mr.  Rudolph  S.  Rauch  as  members,  "to  investigate  the 
increase  in  blindness  in  young  children."  I  quote  from  some  of  the  findings 
of  this  committee. 

"Most  of  the  schools  attribute  the  increase  in  blind  children  to  the 
improvement  the  medical  profession  has  made  in  saving  very  premature 
babies,  which  has  resulted  in  many  of  them  developing  blindness.  This 
disease  is  known  as  retrolental  fibroplasia. 

"Our  records  show  that  at  present  we  have  only  eighteen  cases  of 
retrolental  fibroplasia  and  these  are  in  the  young  children  in  the  third 
grade  and  below.  This  completely  disproves  the  theory  we  had  originally 
accepted  and  indicates  that  while  retrolental  fibroplasia  is  a  contributing 


factor,  it  is  by  no  means  the  whole  reason  that  the  increase  in  the  three 
primary  grades  is  so  great. 

"It  is  suggested  that  it  may  be  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  a  much 
more  thorough  survey  is  now  being  made  to  locate  blind  children  and  also 
that  the  public  is  becoming  more  appreciative  of  the  fact  that  a  blind  child 
can  be  much  better  trained  and  taught  at  our  school  than  at  home. 

"On  the  other  hand,  an  analysis  of  150  blind  children  under  five  and 
one  half  years  old,  who  have  been  examined  and  are  probably  otherwise 
qualified  to  enter  our  school,  shows  that  67%  suffer  from  retrolental 
fibroplasia." 

In  view  of  this  situation  a  building  committee  has  been  appointed 
within  the  Board,  headed  by  Mr.  Roosevelt,  to  explore  the  possibility  of 
erecting  a  dormitory  to  care  for  eighty-four  children  and  housemothers. 
If  such  a  building  should  materialize,  the  facilities  of  Lions  Hall  would  be 
released  to  provide  classroom  space,  as  well  as  recreational  space  for  the 
young  children  in  inclement  weather.  It  is  hoped  that  the  September  1954 
enrollment  will  be  cared  for  in  such  a  manner. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  extended  to  many  contributors,  friends,  teach- 
ers, and  employees  who  have  worked  together  faithfully  to  bring  about 
such  a  successful  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 


Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Braille 
Reading 
Writing 
Language 
Spelling 
Grammar 


English 

Geography 

History 

Speech  Correction 

Arithmetic 

Science 


Nature  Study 
Crafts 
Field  Trips 
Health 


Music 
Piano 

Instruments 
General  Chorus 


Physical  Education        Elementary  Chorus 
Humane  Education        Music  Appreciation 


JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


English 

Commercial 

Manual 

Composition 

Junior  Business 

Basketry 

Literature 

Training 

Brush  Making 

Grammar 

Typewriting 

Caning 

Speech 

Bookkeeping 

Speech  Correc- 

Office Practice 

Ceramics 

tion 

Ediphone 

Crocheting 

Pencil  Writing 

Salesmanship 

Home  Economics 

Foreign  Languages 

Social  Studies 

Knitting 

Latin 

American 

Leather  Work 

French 

History 

Machine  Shop 

German 

Civics 

Current  Events 

Magazine 

Mathematics 

Geography 

Agency  Man- 

Algebra 

History — 

agement  and 

General 

Pennsylvania 

Sales 

Mathematics 

World  History 

Massage 

Plane  Geometry 

Occupations 

Plastics 

Arithmetic 

Field  Trips 

Sewing 

Health 

Tests  and  Meas- 

Hand 

Physical 

urements 

Machine 

Education 

Guidance 
Tests 

Weaving 

General  Science 

Woodwork 

Religious 

Piano  Tuning 

Biology 

Instruction 

Switchboard 

Physics 

Orientation 

Stand  Operation 

Music 
Chorus 
Choir 
Glee  Club 
Harmony 
Theory 
History  and 

Appreciation 
Instruments 
Organ 
Piano 
Voice 
Music  Braille 

Special  Activities 

School  Paper 

Scouting 

Dramatics 

Dancing 

Student  Council 

Swimming 

Roller  Skating 

Intra-mural 
sports   (base- 
ball—bowling 
—football- 
track— swim- 
ming 

Clubs  (Hi-Y, 
Tri-Hi-Y, 
Music,  etc.) 

Inter-scholastic 
sports  (wres- 
tling— track) 
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Report  of  the  Principal 

TO  THE 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen. 


Many  questions  concerning  the  general  operation  and  plan  of  our 
school  are  directed  to  the  principal  each  year.  It  has  seemed  worth  while 
to  couch  this  report  to  the  Board  of  Managers  in  a  historical  review 
fashion  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  expressed  an  interest  in  our 
over-all  program. 

KINDERGARTEN 

Teachers 
Barbara  W.  Clark,  A.B.  Alice  B.  Stout 

Dorothy  L.  Schwartz,  B.A.  Edith  B.  Tasker 

House  Parents 

Lillia  C.  DeLong,  Supervising  Housemother 
Gertrude  Ashby  Caroline  Moyer 

Jessie  H.  Erwin  Mary  E.  Stein 

In  1877  William  Chapin,  Principal,  showed  his  concern  for  the  young 
blind  of  his  day  by  stating,  "We  do  not  favor  the  admission  of  children 
under  eleven  years  of  age  .  .  .  but  we  have  had  several  cases  of  young  blind 
applicants  referred  to  neighboring  schools  in  anticipation  of  their  being 
received  here  when  old  enough  .  .  ."  In  1885  we  find  this  notation  of  Mr. 
Chapin,  "The  Legislature  having  granted  an  addition  of  ten  pupils  to  the 
145  previously  provided  for,  a  larger  number  of  young  blind  children 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and  ten  years  have  been  received  .  .  .  our  experi- 
ence with  the  young  pupils  is  favorable." 

We  may  take  it  that  this  was  the  beginning  of  our  kindergarten 
organization  and  it  is  so  called  at  the  head  of  the  paragraph  from  which 
the  above  quotations  are  made. 

Later,  upon  removal  from  the  down  town  location  to  Overbrook,  a 
special  building  to  house  young  children  was  erected.  Until  1949  the  formal 
residential  classes  comprised  our  work  with  the  young  blind.  That  year  the 
first  summer  preschool  session  for  mothers  and  blind  babies  was  organized 


and  conducted  during  the  long  vacation  between  regular  sessions  of  the 
school.  Two  years  later  Saturday  service  stations  to  give  additional  help 
to  the  preschool  child  were  organized  and  carried  on  throughout  the  school 
year.  Obvious  results  of  this  extended  service  are : 

More  children  of  kindergarten  age  are  enrolled  for  residential 
service. 

Children  are  better  prepared  for  kindergarten  work. 

Such  children  are  more  mature  socially  than  former  students  who 
had  not  had  the  benefit  of  preschool  training. 

A  greater  interest  and  cooperation  by  parents  as  evidenced 
through  the  Parents  Club. 

More  children  at  a  proper  age  are  coming  to  the  attention  of  the 
school,  resulting  in  such  a  large  enrollment  in  this  department  that  a  build- 
ing program  to  care  for  the  added  numbers  is  being  launched. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  new  dormitory  unit  designed  to  care  for  eighty-four 
children  will  be  erected  near  Lions  Hall  and  connected  to  it  by  an  enclosed 
arcade.  Playgrounds  will  be  re-located  on  the  east  lawn.  The  present  enroll- 
ment in  Lions  Hall  is  forty-three  boys  and  girls,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  twenty  preschool  children  at  the  Saturday  service  stations. 


Children  Enjoy  the  Rocking  Boat 


PRIMARY     SCHOOL 

FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Teachers 
Edith  Boone,  Second  Grade 
Anna  M.  Hall,  B  A.,  First  Grade 
Martha  R.  George,  B.S.,  First  Grade 

House  Parents 
Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  Supervisor 
Elizabeth  D.  Eldridge 
Agnes  Morcom 

MAIN  BUILDING 

Teachers 

Virginia  M.  Canan,  B.S.,  Third  Grade 

Clara  F.  Pollock,  Third  Grade 

Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed.,  Second  Grade 

The  past  eight  years  have  witnessed  a  one  hundred  per  cent  increase 
in  this  department.  Formerly  three  teachers,  with  an  average  of  thirty 
pupils  comprised  the  first,  second,  and  third  grades.  Today  we  have  six 
teachers  and  sixty-seven  pupils.  Not  only  have  numbers  increased  in  this 
period  of  time,  but  teaching  for  the  primary  school  has  been  somewhat 
revolutionized.  Instead  of  Grade  \lA  Braille,  Grade  II  has  been  intro- 
duced satisfactorily  to  children  at  the  beginning  level.  This  has  done  much 
to  avoid  confusion  with  the  learning  of  so  many  rules  that  later  were  dis- 
carded in  the  upper  school. 

New  quarters  for  some  of  these  grades  (Friedlander  Hall),  new 
furnishings,  auditory  aids,  and  classroom  sunlamps  in  Friedlander  Hall 
have  materially  changed  our  set-up. 

When  the  primary  school  building  is  available  at  Lions  Hall,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  kindergarten,  first,  and  second  grades  will  be  accommo- 
dated in  that  unit. 


First  Lessons  on  Braille  Writers 


ELEMENTARY    SCHOOL 

Teachers 

Yolande  C.  Judge,  Fourth  Grade 
James  W.  Graeff,  A.B.,  Fifth  Grade 
Constance  Morey,  Sixth  Grade 
Ella  L.  Moseley,  A.B.,  Lozv  Vision  Class 
Mildred  H.  Murphy,  Special  Class 

House  Parents 

Emma  P.  Cole,  Allen  Cottage 
Lillian  Cole,  Ehvyn  Cottage 
Helen  Mooney,  Burritt  Cottage 
Izora  Roush,  Fisher  Cottage 
Mary  McMenamin,  Relief 

The  elementary  department  has  been  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
a  man,  Mr.  Graeff,  who  has  not  only  taken  classroom  duties,  but  is  working 
with  the  Boy  Scouts  as  assistant  scoutmaster.  At  this  level  club  work  is 
valuable,  and  Cub  Scouts  for  boys  from  nine  years  through  eleven,  and 
Brownies  for  girls  of  the  same  age,  Boy  Scouts  and  Girl  Scouts  provide 
extra-curricula  activities  which  are  so  important  for  the  development  of 
the  pre-adolescent  and  adolescent  child.  Trips  to  the  museum,  attendance 
at  concerts,  the  Children's  Theatre,  and  wrestling  experience  in  the  "Mighty 
Mites"  make  for  a  busy  department. 

A  class  for  the  slow  learners,  and  one  for  low  vision  children  widen 
the  service  usually  extended  to  children  of  this  age  group. 


Learning  the  Holds 


JUNIOR-SENIOR    HIGH     SCHOOL 


Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.B.,  M.A. 
*Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 
*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 
*H.  Byron  Elder,  B.A. 


ACADEMIC 

Teachers 

Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 
^Robert  Clay  Knight,  B.S. 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A. 
Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 


House  Parents 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Chielli,  White  Hall 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyle  Hoag,  Cowgill  Cottage 
Mrs.  Eva  Tharp,  Dunn  Cottage 
Mrs.  Florence  Poole,  Relief 

The  present  academic  course  at  Overbrook  is  planned  to  meet  the 
requirements  for  membership  in  the  Middle  States  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Secondary  Schools  as  well  as  the  approval  of  the  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  as  both  organizations  have  accredited  our 
school.  This  is  a  far  cry  from  the  early  days  when  due  to  the  scarcity  of 
Braille  materials  and  a  short  period  of  residence,  high  school  was  for  the 
exclusive  few.  Curriculum  has  grown  to  match  the  offerings  of  public 
schools  and  in  each  department  the  work  is  adequate  to  meet  the  most 
exacting  standards.  The  talking  book,  radio,  television,  and  public  address 
system  have  all  contributed  to  enrich  the  supplementary  resources  of  edu- 
cation. Newly  admitted  older  students  are  often  furnished  readers  from 
our  volunteer  organization  until  they  are  capable  of  meeting  their  own 
needs  through  Braille.  Although  the  academic  student  is  theoretically  in 
the  college  preparatory  group,  he  takes  as  much  work  in  the  vocational  or 
crafts  department  as  his  program  will  permit.  It  is  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception  for  graduates  to  qualify  for  one  or  more  certificates  in  addition 
to  their  diploma. 


*  Defective  vision. 


Anatomy 


Organ  Instruction 


VOCATIONAL-CRAFTS 
*John  P.  Boyle 

*WlLLIAM  CURRLIN 

^Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 
*Herbert  Hartung 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
f  H.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Frederick  M.  Sigafoos 


Some  of  the  traditional  crafts  are  still  strongly  emphasized  at  Over- 
brook  because  the  skills  acquired  in  classes  such  as  caning,  weaving,  and 
basketry  have  proven  invaluable  in  the  development  of  manual  dexterity. 
Where  fingers  substitute  for  eyes,  it  is  essential  that  they  be  trained  to 
receive  impressions  which  can  be  transferred  into  many  related  fields.  Also 
the  crafts  mentioned,  along  with  crocheting  and  knitting,  have  proven 
their  value  in  the  home  teaching  field  for  those  students  who  elect  to  be- 
come social  workers  among  the  adult  blind. 

Machine  shop,  piano  tuning,  household  mechanics,  and  sewing  have 
a  practical  value  in  the  work-a-day  world  and  provide  later  employment  for 
many  of  the  students  who  major  in  the  vocational  department. 

Ceramics  is  the  craft  which  belongs  in  the  field  of  fine  arts.  It  provides 
an  outlet  for  creative  talent  as  well  as  opportunity  for  the  acquisition  of  a 
very  specialized  form  of  manual  dexterity. 

*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 


Exploring  Machinery 


MUSIC 


jHarry  N.  Becker 
Lois  C.  Bitler,  B.S. 
•j-Elsie  E.  Bruggeman 

*Shirley  A.  Trexler,  Cadet 


j *C.  Robert  Ege 
*Gerald  E.  McCarthy,  B.M.,  M.S. 


One  of  the  first  departments  founded  by  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  our 
first  Principal,  was  the  music  department.  He  brought  with  him  an  almost 
religious  attitude  toward  the  arts  and  felt  that  music  not  only  satisfied  the 
requirements  of  social  participation  of  students  in  their  community,  but 
also  fed  the  life  of  the  Spirit.  Through  the  years  music  has  occupied  a 
very  prominent  position  in  the  Overbrook  curriculum.  Many  famous  names 
of  blind  musicians  are  connected  with  the  school,  chief  among  them  as  stu- 
dent and  teacher  are  Dr.  David  D.  Wood  and  Adam  Geibel,  and  recently 
deceased,  Dr.  Rollo  Maitland.  Today  in  the  great  tradition,  we  are  proud 
to  have  former  student,  C.  Robert  Ege,  F.A.G.O.,  as  director  of  organ 
and  teacher  of  general  chorus. 

Within  the  last  few  years  the  work  in  instruments  has  been  success- 
fully revived  and  a  budding  orchestra  ot  some  ability  is  making  a  debut 
in  school  activities.  Every  child  capable  of  musical  expression  is  given  an 
opportunity  to  develop  his  talent. 

COMMERCIAL 

f  Constance  Weaver,  A.B.  Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 

*  Juliana  Yu,  Cadet 

Many  years  ago  Overbrook  introduced  typewriting  as  a  practical 
skill  enabling  the  students  to  share  in  a  written  language  of  communication 
with  the  seeing  world.  Later  Braille  stenography  was  added,  still  later 
Dictaphone  and  Ediphone.  At  various  times  courses  in  Business  English, 
mathematics  and  law  have  been  offered  according  to  the  needs  of  the  stu- 
dents. Ediphone  at  present  is  the  principal  activity  in  the  commercial  de- 
partment, aside  from  typing  which  is  taught  from  junior  high  school 
through  the  senior  high  school  level.  Students  going  to  college  are  required 
to  master  either  Braille  short  hand  or  Grade  3  Braille. 


*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 


Ediphone  Transcription 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Teachers 

Flora  T.  Arthur,  B.S. 
Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 

From  its  inception  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  has  stressed  a 
sound  mind  in  a  strong  body.  The  type  of  training  has  varied  with  the 
passage  of  time  from  the  promenade  of  the  grounds  morning  and  night  to 
"take  the  air,"  through  simple  calisthenics,  to  Swedish  wand  and  Indian 
club  exercises,  and  "cadet  drill"  in  full  uniform.  With  the  removal  of  the 
school  from  the  central  city  to  Overbrook  with  its  large  gymnasium,  the 
emphasis  shifted  to  the  use  of  equipment — trapeze,  rings,  horizontal  and 
vertical  ladders,  rope  climbing,  stationary  horse,  and  indoor  track.  A  few 
years  later  the  swimming  pool  added  still  another  form  of  exercise  which 
provided  recreation  as  well  as  body  building  opportunities.  The  bowling 
alley  has  added  much  to  the  recreation  program. 

In  more  recent  times  athletics  and  exercise  through  supervised  play 
have  been  the  most  prominent  techniques.  The  school  employs  two  full-time 
physical  education  directors,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls. 

The  playgrounds  have  been  equipped  with  modern  devices,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Maynard  Hull,  by  raising  funds  for 
this  purpose. 

Regular  wrestling  meets  are  scheduled  for  each  winter  season  and  the 
students  participate  in  a  tournament  which  is  held  in  turn  by  member  schools 
of  the  Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the  Blind.  Track  in  the  spring  is 
scheduled  in  the  same  way.  Supervised  recreation  is  shared  by  housemothers 
and  teachers  both  at  recess,  after  school,  and  on  week-ends.  It  is  our  belief 
that  boys  and  girls  of  today  in  our  school  have  a  superior  program  of 
physical  activity. 
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Pony  Party 


** 


Home  Laundering 

HOME  ECONOMICS 
*S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 

In  spite  of  the  movement  to  employ  the  handicapped,  it  is  still  very 
difficult  to  place  the  blind  girl  in  an  industrial  position.  The  majority  of 
girls  still  return  to  their  homes  where  they  become  home-makers,  either  as 
assistants  to  their  mothers,  or  they  marry  and  establish  homes  of  their  own. 
It  is  most  important  that  they  learn  the  fundamentals  of  home  economics. 
Courses  in  clothing,  foods,  home  decoration,  child  care,  and  related  subjects 
are  the  concern  of  this  most  important  department.  While  quarters  are 
comparatively  small,  Overbrook's  equipment  is  modern  in  all  respects.  It 
has  been  the  pleasure  of  many  members  of  the  staff  to  attend  teas  or  lunch- 
eons or  an  occasional  dinner  prepared  by  the  girls  under  the  direction  of 
their  teacher.  Menus  would  do  credit  to  girls  in  college,  and  the  fact  that 
many  of  our  graduates  are  testifying  to  the  value  of  the  work  demonstrates 
that  this  department  is  a  "must"  in  our  school. 

Any  mention  of  the  department  would  be  incomplete  without  a  word 
concerning  the  class  in  cooking  for  boys.  They  prepare  and  cook  simple 
menus,  and  they  learn  the  principles  underlying  correct  grooming. 


*  Defective  vision. 
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HOME  TEACHING 

Martha  Lindsay,  B.S.,  M.A.,  Coordinator 
Content  S.  Wright,  B.A.,  Secretary 

The  home  teacher  training  department  trains  young  men  and  women 
who  are  sightless  to  be  professional  social  workers  in  the  field  of  home 
teaching.  They  may  enroll  from  any  place  in  the  United  States  or  Canada 
and  may  have  had  their  four  years  undergraduate  college  work  prior  to 
enrolling  in  these  specialized  courses  for  what  is  known  as  the  one  year 
course,  or  they  may  elect  to  enroll  in  the  five  year  course  which  leads  to  a 
master  of  education  degree.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania  cooperates 
in  this  course  and  lists  it  in  its  annual  catalogue.  Work  done  at  Overbrook 
receives  credit  at  the  University  on  both  the  undergraduate  and  graduate 
levels.  Enrollment  in  this  course  must  be  through  the  Overbrook  School. 
It  is  the  only  course  of  its  kind  in  America,  and  through  the  years  we  have 
supplied  home  teachers  for  most  of  the  states  and  some  posts  in  Canada. 
This  year's  class  has  enrollees  from  six  states  and  one  foreign  country: 
fifteen  students  are  registered  in  this  department. 


Practice  Teaching  by  Home  Teacher  Trainees 
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An  Absorbing  Story 


VOLUNTEER  READERS 

As  an  aftermath  of  World  War  I,  the  blinded  service  men  who  had 
been  given  rehabilitation  service  at  Baltimore  were  returned  to  civilian  life 
and  the  Red  Cross  volunteers  who  had  transcribed  Braille  and  read  to  the 
soldiers  turned  to  Overbrook  for  projects  through  which  they  might  con- 
tinue to  help  the  blind.  Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt  set  up  a  volunteer  program 
which  utilized  the  proffered  assistance  by  assigning  college  students  and 
home  teacher  trainees  to  the  women  for  reading  service.  The  project  has 
grown  increasingly  valuable  until  at  present  more  than  one  hundred  women 
contribute  more  than  one  hour  each  per  week  for  a  total  of  several  hundred 
hours  of  reading.  The  home  teacher  coordinator  directs  this  service  and 
assigns  the  reader  to  the  student  who  needs  and  requests  it.  Our  thanks 
go  to  the  American  Women's  Voluntary  Services,  Council  of  Volunteers, 
Volunteers  Service  for  the  Blind,  Junior  League  of  Philadelphia,  Corin- 
thian Society  of  Bryn  Mawr  Presbyterian  Church,  National  Council  of 
Jewish  Women,  and  Swarthmore  College  for  the  many  readers  they  send 
us,  as  well  as  to  the  individuals  who  contribute  so  freely  of  their  time. 


PSYCHOLOGY 

Edith  Newlin,  B.S.,  M.A.,  Psychologist 

In  19 1 6  Overbrook  and  Perkins  Institution  jointly  undertook  to  do 
research  in  problems  of  blindness.  They  engaged  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Hayes  at 
that  time  professor  of  Psychology  at  Mount  Holyoke  to  direct  the  work. 
This  arrangement  continued  for  many  years  until  Dr.  Hayes'  retirement, 
when  he  became  resident  director  of  research  at  Perkins.  He  continues  to 
take  an  active  interest  in  the  work  done  here  and  we  cooperate  in  his  studies 
at  Perkins.  Our  service  includes  the  administering  of  standardized  tests, 
personality  tests,  and  mental  measurements.  Prospective  pupils  are  inter- 
viewed, the  progress  of  students  is  followed,  and  problems  within  the  field 
are  discussed  with  members  of  the  staff. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

David  Q.  Ewing,  M.D.,  Physician 
Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D.,  Ophthalmologist 
William  Hewson,  M.D. ,Laryngologist 
Elizabeth  Logan,  Pathologist 
Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S.,  Dentist 
Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D.,  Dermatologist 
Josephine  H.  Murphy,  Registered  Nurse 
Marian  E.  Connelly,  Assistant  to  Nurse 

The  first  physician  employed  by  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  was 
the  noted  Dr.  P.  S.  Physick.  This  early  physician  enjoyed  a  fame  which 
covered  the  entire  United  States,  and  the  ailing  Andrew  Jackson  with  his 
retinue  came  to  Philadelphia  to  consult  this  famous  doctor.  Other  physicians 
and  ophthalmologists  associated  with  the  school  form  a  long  and  impressive 
list.  Among  the  recent  members  of  the  profession,  the  name  of  Dr.  George 
E.  de  Schweinitz  stands  high.  Presently  we  have  on  our  staff  men  of  similar 
stature.  The  boys  and  girls  enjoy  the  services  of  men  who  are  widely  known 
in  their  profession. 

In  addition,  a  full-time  registered  nurse  and  assistant  are  on  duty  and 
a  twenty-three  bed  infirmary  is  maintained.  The  care  of  contagious  diseases 
and  surgery  cases  must  be  given  over  to  a  hospital.  During  the  nearly  one 
and  a  quarter  century  of  our  existence  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  has  been 
our  mainstay.  Other  hospitals  willingly  cooperate,  but  our  first  thought  in 
an  emergency  is  Pennsylvania.  Only  temporary  infirmity,  post  operative 
care,  or  convalescent  cases  are  cared  for  in  our  infirmary.  Regular  dis- 
pensary attention  and  first  aid  are  offered  as  required  during  the  three 
periods  a  day  when  the  nurse  meets  the  pupils  following  meals. 


Testing 


BRAILLE 

*Ida  E.  Price 
Minnie  B.  Sprung 

Braille  is  the  written  language  of  the  blind,  and  we  are  fortunate  in 
having  two  full-time  Braillists  who  tutor  those  children  who  are  latecomers, 
and  instruct  new  members  of  the  staff.  Embossed  reading  has  an  important 
place  in  Overbrook,  for  the  first  book  on  this  continent  in  embossed  print 
was  made  at  our  school  under  the  direction  of  Julius  R.  Friedlander  and 
Jacob  Snider,  Jr.  The  type  used  was  Friedlander  type  and  the  book  printed 
was  the  Gospel  According  to  St.  Mark.  The  first  copy  printed  is  the  treas- 
ured possession  of  our  historical  library. 

Following  the  invention  of  Braille  the  school  experimented  with  all 
types,  favoring  American  Braille  for  many  years,  until  the  advantage  of 
uniformity  led  us  to  endorse  English  Standard  Braille.  Today  with  other 
schools  we  are  introducing  Grade  II  Braille  from  the  first  grade  through 
the  entire  school,  again  in  the  interest  of  uniformity. 


SPEECH 
Norma  Aleck,  xAB.,  M.A. 

Many  blind  children  have  speech  difficulties.  Being  unable  to  imitate 
movement  of  lips,  sounds  are  made  incorrectly.  To  correct  these  defects 
and  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  children  to  participate  in  oratory 
and  dramatics  Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen  established  a  department  of  speech, 
and  brought  Miss  Jessie  Royer  who  in  later  years  became  the  well-known 
Dr.  Jessie  Royer  Greaves  to  Overbrook  from  her  alma  mater,  Emerson 
College  of  Speech,  in  Boston.  While  elocution  is  a  name  only  at  present, 
speech  correction  and  dramatics  are  still  important  activities  for  the  blind. 
Many  children  receive  private  instruction  to  correct  imperfect  speech,  and 
all  ages  benefit  by  participating  in  plays.  The  young  children  prepare  chapel 
programs  or  plays  dealing  with  national  holidays  or  historical  events. 

Once  a  year  the  speech  department  presents  a  full-length  play  for  stu- 
dents of  high  school  age.  "The  Show  Off"  was  produced  with  great  success. 
This  year  "Daddy  Long-legs"  is  in  production. 

*  Defective  vision. 


Finger  Reading 


LIBRARY  --  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  B.S.,  Librarian 
Haydn  P.  Wyer,  Stereotyper  and  Printer 
*Dorothy  Barnard,  Library  Clerk 

More  than  one  hundred  years  ago  schools  for  the  blind  had  to  pro- 
vide their  own  materials  and  most  schools  had  their  own  Braille  depart- 
ment. Our  Braille  printing  department  was  excellent  and  well-known.  Books 
pressed  for  our  students  were  sent  to  other  schools  upon  order  and  quite  a 
business  resulted.  Today  most  of  our  materials  are  furnished  by  the  Amer- 
ican Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  Louisville,  a  government-subsidized 
organization,  yet  our  own  stereotyping  department  furnishes  much  valuable 
current  material  which  cannot  be  obtained  otherwise. 

Supplementary  materials  for  low  vision  classes  are  produced  on  off-set 
multigraph.  This  department  has  always  been  considered  as  an  adjunct  to 
the  library,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country. 

The  library  consists  of  four  types  of  material : 

1.  Braille  texts  or  texts  material,  recreational  books  of  fiction,  literary 
materials,  poetry,  drama,  and  novel. 

2.  Auditory  aids,  talking  book  records,  and  recorded  material  on  tape. 

3.  Print  books  for  the  use  of  classroom  teachers,  text  books,  supple- 
mentary texts,  etc. 

4.  The  Elizabeth  Roe  Dunning  Library — this  collection  of  books 
provided  through  a  bequest  of  Miss  Dunning,  a  former  principal 
teacher  of  the  Girls'  School,  which  specified  that  the  books  pur- 
chased be  of  a  recreational  type  for  the  use  of  the  staff. 

A  full-time  librarian  and  library  clerk  give  a  complete  service  to  chil- 
dren and  staff  alike. 


Students'  Library 


PRESCHOOL  NURSERY  SESSIONS 

The  first  preschool  nursery  sessions  at  Overbrook  School  were  held 
in  1949  and  cared  for  twenty  mothers  and  twenty  babies  during  the  two 
sessions  of  two  weeks  each  held  during  the  summer  vacation  period. 

The  general  aims  of  the  sessions  are  : 

1.  To  establish  a  mutual  mother-child-school  relationship. 

2.  To  acquaint  the  parents  with 

(a)  Knowledge  possessed  by  the  school  concerning  the  education 
of  young  blind  children. 

(b)  Literature  and  information  in  the  field. 

(c)  Agencies  and  their  services  rendered  to  the  blind. 

(d)  Other  parents  of  blind  children. 

3.  To    assist    the    parents    in    solving   problems   which    concern   the 
sightless. 

The  full  staff  consists  of  the  principal,  assistant  principal,  matron, 
nurse,  physicians,  preschool  worker,  two  or  more  teachers,  and  house- 
mothers. In  addition  there  is  a  small  household  staff,  as  mothers  and  babies 
are  in  residence  during  the  season. 

A  further  outgrowth  of  the  summer  nursery  has  been  the  Saturday 
morning  service  station,  meeting  eighteen  times  during  the  school  year, 
when  follow-up  advice  can  be  rendered  the  parents  who  choose  to  attend. 

Another  important  outgrowth  of  the  nursery  sessions  was  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Parents  Club.  This  organization  has  now  extended  into  the 
lower  school  and  eventually  will  include  the  parents  of  all  of  the  pupils. 


'Seesaw,  Marjorie  Dazv" 


ACTIVITIES  AND  CLUBS 

All  faculty  members  belong  to  the  local  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Education  Association  and  the  teachers'  club  activities  are  directed 
through  this  organization. 

A  Faculty  Council  was  organized  during  the  year  to  transact  in  a 
clearing  house  situation  the  work  of  committees.  Some  of  the  important 
committees  are:  curriculum,  vocational  guidance,  and  pupils'  social  affairs. 
This  Council  meets  bi-monthly  with  the  principal  as  chairman. 

The  students  have  a  somewhat  similar  organization  in  their  Student 
Council  which  is  composed  of  representatives  from  classes  and  organiza- 
tions of  junior-senior  high  school  grades.  This  council  operates  in  the  area 
of  student  activities  and  committees  are  appointed  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity  with  faculty  committees  as  in  the  case  of  the  student  affairs 
committee. 

The  Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club  is  the  oldest  student  organization 
on  the  campus.  Originally  organized  to  assist  older  students  to  earn  their 
way  through  college  by  selling  THE  REVIEW  OF  REVIEWS  in  1907, 
it  has  gradually  evolved  into  a  general  magazine  subscription  agency  and 
clearing  house  for  many  students  and  former  students  who  have  taken 
their  business  with  them  upon  leaving  the  school,  but  continue  to  clear 
their  subscriptions  through  the  club. 

Other  activities  of  the  students  managed  by  the  club  are  door  to  door 
salesmanship  and  the  refreshment  training  stand  in  the  rotunda.  The  club 
is  self-governed  through  its  board  of  directors  which  are  elected  annually. 
The  administration  is  represented  by  the  principal,  assistant  principal,  and 
steward  who  are  permanent  members  ex  officio. 

The  club  employs  a  student  director,  George  R.  Shober,  a  bookkeeper, 
Mrs.  Oma  Gorenflo,  and  a  typist-clerk,  Mrs.  Marie  Donahue,  and  seasonal 
assistants  when  the  subscription  rush  makes  it  necessary  to  do  so. 


Merchant  in  the  Making 


Malvolio — Twelfth  Night 


The  Ben  Jonson  Club  is  an  activity  of  the  English  department.  It  is 
sponsored  by  Mr.  Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  who  organized  the  club  several 
years  ago,  when  it  staged  and  produced  MACBETH  as  its  initial  play. 
Since  that  time  HAMLET,  SHE  STOOPS  TO  CONQUER,  and 
TWELFTH  NIGHT  have  been  given. 

The  oldest  English  activity  is  THE  RED  AND  WHITE,  the  school 
journal  prepared  by  the  students  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Byron  Elder 
of  the  English  department.  It  is  mimeographed  at  the  school  and  printed 
in  Braille  at  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  three  times  a  year. 
The  Alumni  and  Alumnae  maintain  a  department  in  the  journal  to  keep 
contact  with  their  membership  and  record  the  news  of  these  organizations. 

One  of  the  oldest  Boy  Scout  troops  in  a  school  for  the  blind  is  our 
Troop  123,  under  the  direction  of  Frederick  Sigafoos,  Scoutmaster,  and 
James  Graeff,  assistant  Scoutmaster.  Only  the  Kentucky  School  antedates 
our  troop  of  blind  scouts.  Through  the  years  it  has  provided  fine  character 
training  and  recreational  activities  for  students.  In  late  years,  with  Scout- 
master Sigafoos,  the  first  jamboree  for  blind  scouts  was  organized,  and 
scout  representatives  from  schools  for  the  blind  in  neighboring  states  were 
entertained.  The  idea  has  taken  hold  and  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Blind  has  twice  entertained  the  jamboree  and  next  year  it  will  be 
conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind. 

The  Cub  Scouts,  sponsored  by  Mr.  Byron  Elder;  the  Girl  Scouts, 
sponsored  by  Mrs.  Flora  Arthur,  assisted  by  Miss  Margaret  Deaver,  and 
Brownies,  sponsored  by  Miss  Dorothy  Barnard,  are  also  activities  of  the 
boys  and  girls  and  offer  similar  character-building  programs. 
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Man's  Best  Friend 


Newer  to  campus  life 
are  the  Hi-Y  boys,  spon- 
sored by  Mr.  Joseph 
Chielli,  and  the  Tri-Hi-Y 
girls,  sponsored  by  Miss 
Mae  Davidow.  They  are 
older  young  people's  groups 
and  are  sponsored  by  the 
7mmr&*>&xuk>-^w<M  Main  Line  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

The  newest  of  our  extra-curricular  activities  is  Buddies,  Inc.,  Chap- 
ter 2,  our  companion  dog  project,  started  some  years  ago  by  the  New  York 
Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind.  Overbrook  is  proud  to  sponsor 
Chapter  2.  Kennels  made  possible  through  gifts  from  Lions  Clubs  provide 
the  club  with  facilities  to  care  for  ten  dogs.  At  present  there  are  six  dogs. 
This  activity  provides  training  for  boys  in  kennel  management  and  furnishes 
playmates  for  the  children.  The  activity  is  sponsored  by  Mr.  Ferdinand 
Barkovich. 

The  school  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the 
Blind  which  is  composed  of  eleven  schools  for  the  blind.  It  promotes  inter- 
school  competition  in  wrestling  and  track. 

The  girls'  activity  which  is  somewhat  comparable  is  known  as  Play 
Day.  Five  girls  and  their  sponsor  from  each  of  the  participating  schools 
are  entertained  in  rotation  annually. 

Unorganized,  but  popular  activities  on  the  campus,  are  attendance  at 
the  Children's  Theatre,  the  Youth  Concerts  of  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra, 
educational  trips  to  the  museum,  zoo,  and  points  of  historical  interest. 


SWITCHBOARD 

*LlLLIAN  M.  OBEST 
*LUCY  S.  BOYLE 

Older  Students 

Overbrook  School  has  a 
Braille  switchboard  which  is  the 
first  one  of  its  kind  to  be  used  in 
a  school  for  the  blind.  Many  stu- 
dents have  been  trained  as  blind 
operators  and  a  sufficient  number 
have  been  placed  successfully  to 
prove  the  worth  of  this  type  of 
training.  The  switchboard  has  four 
trunk  lines  and  forty  extensions. 

*  Defective  vision. 


*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 


Braille  Switchboard 


INSTRUCTION     DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S.,  Assistant  Principal 
Helen  E.  Richman,  Secretary  .to  the  Principal 
Emily  R.  Cautilli,  Registrar 
Elva  H.  Williams,  Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

HOUSEHOLD     DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber,  Steward 
Dorothy  Anderson,  Accountant 
Netta  M.  Shafer,  Assistant  Bookkeeper 
Emma  C.  King,  Matron 
Kathleen  B.  May,  Housekeeper 
James  F.  Crane.  Custodian,  Buildings 
Michael  Cronin.  Chief  Engineer 

Our  school  operates  under  a  general  plan  evolved  at  the  time  of  the 
founding.  Committees  of  Finance,  Household,  and  Instruction  form  the 
major  field  of  the  Board  activities. 

Household  is  administered  on  the  campus  by  the  steward  under  the 
direction  of  the  principal,  and  the  Instruction  or  educational  department 
directly  under  the  principal  and  his  assistant.  Finance  is  cared  for  by  a 
committee  of  the  Board,  with  the  assistance  of  the  treasurer.  The  present 
principal  is  the  eleventh  in  line.  They  are  as  follows: 

Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839  Dr.  William  Chapin 1849-1888 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842  Frank  Battles 1 888-1890 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844  Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1 845-1847  Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Joseph  R.  Fry 1847-1849  Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936-1945 

Josef  G.  Cauffman T945~ 

The  assistant  principal,  Mr.  Joseph  J.  Kerr,  is  in  charge  of  the  super- 
vision of  the  classrooms  and  advises  the  educational  staff.  Mrs.  Elva  H. 
Williams  is  secretary  to  Mr.  Kerr. 

Mrs.  Gladys  L.  Webber,  steward,  directs  the  household  activities 
through  the  matron,  Mrs.  E.  King,  the  custodian,  Mr.  James  F.  Crane, 
and  the  engineer,  Mr.  Michael  J.  Cronin.  Mrs.  Webber  is  assisted  in  her 
office  by  an  accountant,  Miss  Dorothy  Anderson,  and  an  assistant  book- 
keeper, Mrs.  Netta  M.  Shafer. 

25 


The  matron,  Mrs.  King,  directs  the  health  department  including  the 
nurse  and  her  assistant,  the  housekeeper,  Mrs.  May,  and  through  her  the 
laundry,  kitchen,  and  dining  rooms  and  maids.  Mrs.  King  supervises 
directly  the  housemothers  and  the  various  cottages. 

The  custodian,  Mr.  Crane,  directs  the  housemen,  painter,  carpenter, 
and  watchmen. 

Mr.  Cronin  and  his  assistants  care  for  all  of  the  engineering  duties. 

The  principal's  office  is  staffed  by  the  secretary,  Miss  Helen  E.  Rich- 
man,  and  the  registrar,  Mrs.  Emily  R.  Cautilli,  who  is  in  charge  of  pupil 
personnel. 

The  visiting  teacher,  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Moran,  and  the  home  teacher 
coordinator,  Miss  Martha  Lindsay,  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
principal. 

This  report  is  of  necessity  a  digest  of  program  activities  as  they  exist. 
Manifestly  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  discuss  in  great  detail  our 
complete  program. 

However,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  one  of  the  outstanding  events 
of  the  year  was  the  production  of  a  16  mm.  film  in  sound  and  color,  DARK 
INTERLUDE,  by  the  News  Reel  Laboratory.  This  film  shows  the  activi- 
ties and  program  at  Overbrook  through  the  story  of  the  rehabilitation  of 
an  older  boy  who  found  himself.  This  is  a  true  story  of  a  student  who  since 
leaving  school  has  established  himself  successfully  in  industry. 

The  film  was  entered  in  the  1953  Film  Council  of  Greater  Boston 
Film  Festival  where  it  won  First  Award  in  the  adult  education  division. 
It  was  selected  for  competition  internationally  at  Venice  and  Edinburgh 
for  showing  during  the  summer. 

The  film  is  available  on  loan  to  agencies  and  organizations  who  request 
it.  At  present  it  is  experiencing  a  wide  circulation. 

Throughout  the  years  the  steadying  hand  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
has  guided  the  course  through  both  good  and  bad  times.  Without  the  very 
real  interest  and  devotion  of  these  men  and  women  the  staff  would  have 
been  able  to  discharge  only  partially  their  duty  to  the  blind  youth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  may  be  enrolled 


Adams 

Juniata 

Perry 

Berks 

Lackawanna 

Philadelphia 

Bradford 

Lancaster 

Pike 

Bucks 

Lebanon 

Schuylkill 

Carbon 

Lehigh 

Snyder 

Chester 

Luzerne 

Sullivan 

Clinton 

Lycoming 

Susquehanna 

Columbia 

Mifflin 

Tioga 

Cumberland 

Monroe 

Union 

Dauphin 

Montgomery 

Wayne 

Delaware 

Montour 

Wyoming 

Franklin 

Northampton 
Northumberland 

York 

OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1953 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash    $  174,856.44 

Tuition  and  state-aid  receivable 123,269.45 

Inventory  of  supplies 8,603.34 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 

(Quoted  market  values  $1,933,556) 

Unrestricted  funds    $1,581,936.27 

Restricted  funds 86,578.07 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land   $      97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements $1,583,231.88 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment  303,874.33 

$1,887,106.21 
Less — Accrued  depreciation    1,342,753.28         544,352.93 

Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits   $      18,184.38 

Prepaid  insurance  1,651.07 


$   306,729.23 


1,668,514.34 


641,558.56 

19,83545 
$2,636,637.58 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1953 

LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 

Current  Liabilities  : 
Accounts  payable $     46,653.42 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School: 

Unrestricted  funds $2,997,184.37 

Restricted  funds 86,578.07 

$3,083,762.44 

Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1952  $    388,980.24 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1953 /0. 593.37 

459.573-61 


$3,543,336.05 
Deduct — Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1952  $   927,554.89 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  [953 25,797.00 

953,35i-89 


2,589,984.16 


$2,636,637.58 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $953,351.89  are  not  identical  with  accrued  depreciation 
of  $1,342,753.28  shown  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of  prior 
years  applied  to  surplus  arising  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus 
was  eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income:                                                                 iQ53  1952  I951 
Tuition : 

From  state  appropriations $393,791-91  $356,39545  $326,699.75 

From  private  pupils 21,233.10  14,286.20  14,330.52 

Discounts  on  purchases 621.63  572-36  598.13 

Miscellaneous     1,150.66  583.80  347-43 

$416,797-30  $37i,837-8i  $34i,975-83 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages $265,157.67  $234,230.99  $214,372.08 

Food     60,564.48  58,539-i4  61,993.24 

Repairs  and  maintenance 26,635.10  27,314.40  45,838-59 

Heat,  light  and  power 28,676.07  28,010.08  26,028.69 

Other  supplies  and  expenses 62,392.62  47,707.78  53,798-94 

$4-13,425.94  $395,802.39  $402,031.54 

Net  Operating  Loss $  26,628.64  $  23,964.58  $  60,055.71 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $  83,136.85  $  81,849.39  $  81,609.32 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses.  .        9,377-71  8,968.52  5,401.08 

Transfer  from  special  funds 4,707.45  2,553.05  6,845.98 

$  97,222.01  $  93,370.o6  $  93,856.38 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  depreciation.  $  70,593.37  $  69,406.38  $  33,800.67 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements  $  25,797.00  $  25,813.68  $  24,300.59 

Net  income  for  the  period $  44,796.37  $  43,592.70  $    9,500.08 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1952  to  May  31,  1953 

Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

Balance  May  31,  1952 $2,924,131.01  $     84,243.23 

Add: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $      52,347.20  $        2,177.30 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments 20,706.16  919.13 

Income  added  to  principal 1,757.46 

Loans  to  graduates  repaid 65.00 

$     73.053.36  $       4.918.89 

Deduct  : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased $       2,584.05 

Balance  May  31,  1953 $2,997,184.37  $     86,578.07 
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Student  Enrollment  195  2- 195  3 


Name  County 

Adams,  Ronald   Philadelphia 

Allison,  Leona Chester 

Anderson,  Estelle Dauphin 

Appleby,  Joyce Chester 

Arndt,  Chester Lebanon 

Arndt,  Marlin Lancaster 

Arnt,  Frances   Lebanon 

Austin,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Bachman,  Jeffrey   Berks 

Baker,  Eileen Philadelphia 

Barwosky,  Ida  May Bucks 

Baum,  Robert Chester 

Bell,  Kenneth New  Jersey  (State) 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William Chester 

Benson,  William  Philadelphia 

Berberick,  Frederick Northumberland 

Berninger,  Donna Delaware 

Bigger,  Earl   Delaware 

Bissland,  James  Northampton 

Black,  Rodney Bucks 

Block,  Bonnie  Dauphin 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowers,  David  Lancaster 

Bowmaster,  Leslie  Bucks 

Bowmaster,  Susan   Bucks 

Boyer,  James   Philadelphia 

Bradley,  Ann  Patricia Montgomery 

Bream,  Carol  Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Brittingham,  Linda Montgomery 

Brown,  Alice Delaware 

Brown,  Donald Northampton 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,   Margaret    Luzerne 

Burke,   Nathan    Philadelphia 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Caine,  Anne  Philadelphia 

Campbell,  James   Mifflin 

Campbell,  Mary   Delaware 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carrigan,  Cornelius Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia  Delaware 

Carter,  Donald   Philadelphia 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cavna,  Lester Lancaster 

Chambers,  Ruth    Philadelphia 

Cicala,  Joseph  Luzerne 

Claffey,  Edward Delaware 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 

Coe,  Carol    Philadelphia 

Courtney,  Eileen  Philadelphia 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann Lancaster 

Crissey,  Arthur    Delaware 

Curry,   Ronald    Mifflin 


Name  County 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Cylc,  Ronald  Delaware 

Dain,  Harriett Philadelphia 

Dankel,  Eleanor   Lehigh 

Davies,  David Luzerne 

Davis,  Gary    Lancaster 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

Demanop,  Tongchai  Sebastian, 

Siam  (Country) 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dimeo,  Thomas   Mifflin 

DiPrizito,  Anthony New  Jersey  (State) 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State) 

Dowd,  Patricia  Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette Delaware 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Drill,  Rita Philadelphia 

Dutill,  Dorothy Chester 

Eggen,  Samuel   Montgomery 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

Esposito,  David Philadelphia 

Euerle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Fair,  Nadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis Delaware 

Farreny,  Nancy New  Jersey  (State) 

Fidler,  Richard  Philadelphia 

Finan,  Patricia   Montgomery 

Finan,  Timothy Montgomery 

Finley,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Foster,  Alexander Philadelphia 

Foster,  Arlene Delaware 

Foster,  Harry  Delaware 

Frank,  Carol Philadelphia 

Fratini,  Marie Delaware 

Fuchs,  Walter  Philadelphia 

Gallagher,  Kenneth Adams 

Gamble,  Ruth  Dauphin 

Gamble,  Sara   Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Gavioli,  Simone Philadelphia 

Genitsky,  Leonard Lackawanna 

Getz,  Eileen  Luzerne 

Gill,  Gladys Chester 

Gilmore,  Barbara  Philadelphia 

Gogolski,  Leon Lackawanna 

Graham,  Donna   Dauphin 

Griffith,  Fay   Lancaster 

Groff,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Gulliford,  Janice  Luzerne 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hayes,  Therese  Philadelphia 

Hess,  Geraldine Northampton 

Hess,  Larry Columbia 

Hildenbrand,  Herbert  Delaware 
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Name  County 

Hilton,  Mary    Chester 

Hodgson,  Alexander. . .  .New  Jersey  (State) 

Hoffman,  Ruth Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian  Philadelphia 

Hoover,  Dolores   Northampton 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Hural,  John   Philadelphia 

Iamurri,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Johnson,  David   Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam Philadelphia 

Jones,  Beverly  Ann Luzerne 

Joseph,  John   Montgomery 

Jordon,  Elsie  Philadelphia 

Jubray,  William  Montgomery 

Kaiser,  Linda Montgomery 

Kamionka,  Rosemarie   Luzerne 

Keithley,  Michael Japan  (Country) 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kepler,  Polly Chester 

Kerstetter,  Wayne  York 

Klinger,  Ellis    Dauphin 

Kowalski.  Gloria Schuylkill 

Kracyk,  Eleanor   Philadelphia 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Kretzschmar,  William.  .New  Jersey  (State) 

Krier,  John Philadelphia 

Kunkel,  Hope Northampton 

Lampe,  Ronald New  Jersey  (State) 

Lancaster,  Levada New  Jersey  (State) 

Lang,  Charles    Philadelphia 

Law,  Charles   Chester 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 

Legenhausen,  Sandra Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie   Berks 

Li,  Aurora Siam  (Country) 

Lineberger,  Archie Philadelphia 

Liney,  Catherine   Chester 

Liney,  Helen Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Linsinbigler,   Arthur   Bucks 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

McCloskey,  Samuel Lycoming 

McCracken,  Lorraine Philadelphia 

McDaniels,  Sharon New  Jersey  (State) 

McDermott,  Leroy New  Jersey  (State) 

McDougall,  Robert   Delaware 

McNeil,  Dennis Philadelphia 

Machise,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Martin,  William   Northampton 

Mauser,  Joan Dauphin 

Mero,  Victoria Northumberland 

Mettee,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Miller,  Donald  Schuylkill 

Mitchell,  Marlene New  Jersey  (State) 

Moine,  Alain France  (Country) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel   Delaware 

Moore,  Clanton  Philadelphia 

Moore,  Ralph   Mifflin 


Name  County 

Mumma,  Audrey   Dauphin 

Munizza,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Murray,  Donald Philadelphia 

Muschette,  Leroy  Philadelphia 

Muthard,  William New  Jersey  (State) 

Myers,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Nardell,  Patricia Lehigh 

Neiman,  Edgar York 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John  Lebanon 

Nickerson,  Hugh  Montgomery 

Nieves,  Cecilia Philadelphia 

Nornhold,  James   Dauphin 

Oakes,  Donald Montgomery 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Delaware 

Oliver,  Harry  Bucks 

Palmer,  Fannie  Jane Bucks 

Palmer,  Henry   Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  (State) 

Passanante,  Elizabeth  Rose  ....  Philadelphia 

Patterson,   Betty    Franklin 

Paluch,  Jo-Anne  Philadelphia 

Pedro,  Joseph Schuylkill 

Perella,  Bernard Chester 

Peters,  Glenn  Philadelphia 

Pine,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Pine,  Richard New  Jersey  (State) 

Pouncy,  Samuel Philadelphia 

Priefert,  William   Philadelphia 

Quay,  Louis Montgomery 

Raymer,  Ellen  Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Edward  Philadelphia 

Rich,  Barbara Delaware 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Rogers,  George  Berks 

Roseling,   Norma    Philadelphia 

Rosman,  Ned   Lancaster 

Rusinski,  Robert Montgomery 

Sassaman,  Christine Berks 

Schriver,  Elizabeth Cumberland 

Seibert,  Charles  Lancaster 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John Philadelphia 

Sherman,  Betty Arizona  (State) 

Shober,   George   Lancaster 

Showmaker,  Robert Montgomery 

Shuey,  Verdun   Dauphin 

Shusterman,  Larry Philadelphia 

Sinnott,  Claire    Delaware 

Sipes,  Gerald Franklin 

Skelley,  James   Delaware 

Smith,  Alma   Montgomery 

Smith,  Eugene Northampton 

Smith,  Gary Chester 

Smith,  Georgianna   Philadelphia 

Smith,  James   Philadelphia 

Smith,  Lorraine New  Jersey  (State) 

Smith,  Sylvia Philadelphia 
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Name  County 

Smugeresky,  Eugene   Lackawanna 

Sockolosky,  William Schuylkill 

Spiegal,  Nichole  York 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stabelli,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Stewart,  Alexander    Schuylkill 

Straley,  William New  Jersey   (State) 

Spratlin,  Michael   Bucks 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Stroud,  Portia   Philadelphia 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Swenton,  Martin Lackawanna 

Tome,  Russell York 

Unangst,  William Northampton 

Trexler,  Shirley   Lehigh 

Van  Den  Beemt,  Peter Montgomery 

Vandenbord,  Marcella Carbon 

Venters,  Robert  Philadelphia 

Waker,   Robert    Philadelphia 

Warburton,   Marilyn    Bradford 

Waterstradt,  Robert   Montgomery 

Weatherby,  Alice Delaware 

Weber,  Erick New  Jersey  (State) 

Weber,  W'alter New  Jersey  (State) 

Weitzel,  Mary  Lou Lackawanna 

Wenhold,  Barton   Montgomery 

Wertz,  Edwin York 


Name  County 

Williams,  Arnold   Philadelphia 

Wilus,  Norman  Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris Delaware 

Winters,  John Cumberland 

Wright,  Margaret   Delaware 

Young,  Theodore Clinton 

Yu,  Juliana China  (Country) 

Veterans  State 

Mayers,  Odell  Delaware 

Home  Teachers  State 

Bias,  Josephine West  Virginia 

Chang,  Mrs.  Edith Hawaii  (Country) 

DeFabbo,  Frank Pennsylvania 

Dreher,  Dolores  Pennsylvania 

Ginsberg,  Isadore Pennsylvania 

Hunter,  Mrs.  Johnnie Pennsylvania 

LaBadia,  Josephine New  York 

McClain,  Vera  Alabama 

McWhorter,  Betty Kentucky 

O'Neill,  Edward Pennsylvania 

Segal,  Arthur  Pennsylvania 

Siewierski,  Julian    Pennsylvania 

Robinson,  Lonnie  New  York 

Warrick,  James   Tennessee 


CLASS  OF  JUNE  1953 


Left  to  right:  Alexander  />.  Foster,  Nathan  V.  Burke,  Samuel  Founey,  Geraldine 
Rose  Hess,  Alexander  James  Stewart,  Rita  Joy  Drill,  Joseph  James  Cicala,  Elizabeth 
Ann  Schriver,  Donald  J.  Carter,  Anthony  William  Di  Prisito,  Earl  L.  Bigger,  Tong- 
chai  Sebastian  Demanop,  George  Robert  Shober,  Jr.  (Edward  Joseph  Claffey  was 

absent ). 
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Calendar  for  the  School  Year  1953-54 

J953 

September  9 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  24 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  3  .-30  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November  30 Classes  resume 

December  17 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  12  130  P.  M. 

1954 

January  3 Pupils  return 

January  4 Classes  resume 

April  8 Easter  vacation  begins.  Classes  Close  3  :30  P.  M. 

April  19 Pupils  return 

April  20 Classes  resume 

May  20 Spring  Concert,  8:15  P.  M. 

June  4 Achievement  Day,  8  145  A.  M. 

June  4 Lower  School  Recital,  2  :oo  P.  M. 

June  6 Baccalaureate,  4  P.  M. 

June   11 Commencement,   10  130  A.  M. 

June  11,12 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

July  6-17 First  Session  Preschool  Nursery 

July  19-31 Second  Session  Preschool  Nursery 


Another  Gene  Autryf 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possible,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Form  of  Bequest 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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LSBHARY 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

64th    and    Malvern   Avenue,   Philadelphia,   Pennsylvania 


Rep ort  i g j 3  - 1 g ; 4 

ONE     HUNDRED     AND     TWENTY -SECOND     YEAR 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


I9J3-I9J4 


Officers 


Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 


Patron 
His  Excellency,  Governor  John  S.  Fine 

President 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 

Vice-Presidents 
(1925)  Rudolph  S.  Ranch 


0934) 


Secretary 


Philip  Price 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 
James  H.  Robins 
William  T.  Carter 
Georee  A.  Robbins 


Following  the  election  standing  committees  were  appointed  : 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 


Rudolph  S.  Ranch 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Charles  P.  Stokes 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Finance 

Allston  Jenkins 
Philip  Price 

Instruction 

Cooper  Howell 
Rudolph  S.  Ranch 

Household 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark- 
Cooper  Howell 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 
Warren  M.  Wells 

Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club 
William  T.  Carter 


(1948) 


Treasurer 

(1934) 

Allston  Jenkins 

( I930) 

Manag 

ers 

(1934) 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 

(1946) 

(1937) 

Cooper  Howell 

(1949) 

(1937) 

Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

(I95I) 

(1940) 

Warren  M.  Wells 

(1950 

(1942) 

Josef  G.  Cauffman,  Principal 


Albert  G.  Cowgill,  Principal  Emeritus 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 


Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq. 
President,  Board  of  Managers 
Since  1943 


TO  THE 


Members  of  the  Association 
and  to  the  Legislature 


THE  erection  of  a  new  building  or  a  new  addition  to  an  old  one  is  an 
event  of  importance  at  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  because  it 
points  to  the  increase  of  blindness,  at  least  if  not  percentage-wise,  in  numbers. 
Ground  was  broken  in  March  1954  and  a  complete  service  wing  providing 
dormitory  space,  housemother  quarters,  and  cooking  and  dining  rooms  to 
care  for  eighty-four  children  of  kindergarten  age  was  erected. 

The  original  building  was  converted  so  that  it  is  possible  now  to  have 
ten  classrooms,  play  space,  and  some  quarters  for  employees  in  this  school 
unit. 

It  is  our  earnest  hope  that  these  quarters  will  be  sufficient  to  care  for 
the  increased  enrollment  for  sometime  far  into  the  future.  It  is  encouraging 
that  there  appears  to  be  good  reason  to  hope  that  the  disease  known  as 
retrolental  fibroplasia  is  being  brought  under  control  medically.  In  the 
meantime,  we  are  pleased  that  we  have  been  able  to  secure  a  competent  staff. 
Originally  conceived  in  1946,  the  actual  building  of  the  unit  was  post- 
poned for  various  reasons  until  the  current  year,  September  20,  marking  its 
completion.  To  our  many  friends  we  urge  an  early  visit  to  inspect  the 
building. 

May  I  express  to  the  members  of  the  Board,  to  the  Staff,  and  to  the 
many  friends  of  Overbrook  my  personal  appreciation  of  their  service  in  the 
training  of  our  students. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 
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Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Braille 
Reading 
Writing 
Language 
Spelling 
Grammar 


English 

Geography 

History 

Speech  Correction 

Arithmetic 

Science 


Nature  Study 

Crafts 

Field  Trips 

Health 

Physical  Education 

Humane  Education 


Music 

Singing  and  Rhythm.- 

Piano 

Instruments 
.  General  Chorus 

Elementary  Chorus 

Music  Appreciation 


English 

Composition 
Literature 
Grammar 
Speech 

Speech  Correc- 
tion 
Pencil  Writing 

Foreign  Languages 
Latin 
French 
German 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
General 

Mathematics 
Plane  Geometry 
Arithmetic 

Health 

Physical 
Education 

General  Science 

Biology 

Physics 


JUNIOR-SENIOR 

Commercial 

Junior  Business 

Training 
Typewriting 
Bookkeeping 
Office  Practice 
Edi  phone 
Salesmanship 

Social  Studies 
American 
History 
Civics 

Current  Events 
Geography 
History — 

Pennsylvania 
World  History 
Occupations 
Field  Trips 

Tests  and  Meas- 
urements 
Guidance 
Tests 

Religious 

Education 

Orientation 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

Manual 
Basketry 
Brush  Making 
Caning 
Ceramics 
Crocheting 
Home  Economics 
Knitting 
Leather  Work 
Machine  Shop 

Magazine 

Agency  Man- 
agement and 
Sales 

Massage 

Plastics 

Sewing 

Hand 

Machine 
Weaving 
Woodwork 
Piano  Tuning 
Switchboard 
Stand  Operation 


Music 
Chorus 
Choir 
Glee  Club 
Harmony 
Theory 
History  and 

Appreciation 
Instruments 
Organ 
Piano 
Voice 
Music  Braille 

Special  Activities 

School  Paper 

Scouting 

Dramatics 

Dancing 

Student  Council 

Swimming 

Roller  Skating 

Intra-mural 
sports   (base- 
ball— bowling 
—football- 
track — swim- 
ming 

Clubs '(Hi-Y, 
Tri-Hi-Y, 
Music,  etc.) 

Inter-scholastic 
sports  (wres- 
tling— track) 


/  Hi     i  iru'i'rs 


Report  of  the  Principal 


TO  THE 


Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 

This  annual  report  is  significant 
because  it  announces  the  completion 
of  a  new  dormitory  unit  and  it  seems 
fitting  that  we  review  the  school's 
growth  by  giving  a  brief  history  of 
its  various  buildings.  In  this  report 
I  shall  quote  liberally  from  the  An- 
nual Report  of  1900.  Dr.  Edward  K. 
Allen,  principal  at  that  time,  enumer- 
ated the  advantages  of  the  location 
of  the  building  saying,  "The  features 
of  the  new  institution  which  contrib- 
ute most  toward  satisfactorily  carrying  out  our  ideas  are:  a  high  and 
healthy  suburban  location,  sufficient  grounds  to  give  free  scope,  variety 
and  extended  indoor  recreational  space,  and  individual  cottage  playgrounds, 
carefully  laid  out  to  invite  free  exercise  and  play." 

Of  the  architect,  he  says,  "The  style  of  building  adopted  was  cer- 
tainly an  inspiration  of  the  architects.  Perhaps  its  most  marked  feature  is 
that  part  of  the  enclosed  circulation  space  which  we  call  the  cloisters.  Any 
one  who  has  traveled  much  abroad,  in  California,  in  Mexico  or  in  other 
Spanish  speaking  communities,  has  probably  visited  cloisters,  but  he  has 
not  visited  many  so  large  or  of  such  great  utility  as  ours  are.  These  enclose 
gardens  one  hundred  and  eight  feet  square,  are  from  thirteen  to  fifteen 
feet  wide,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  feet,  or  more  than  a  twelfth 
of  a  mile,  long.  And  we  have  two  of  these  cloisters.  They  are  the  main 
arteries  of  the  Institution,  nearly  all  rooms  on  the  first  floor  opening  directly 
into  them.  In  contrast  with  the  outside  walks,  which  are  open  to  the  weather 
and  are  very  much  used,  these  cloistered  passageways  are  freely  open  to 
the  outside  air,  yet  enclosed  within  the  buildings." 

Of  the  kindergarten,  Dr.  Allen  says,  "It  has  an  entirely  separate 
kindergarten  building  where  the  youngest  children  live  and  go  to  school 
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by  themselves.  The  kindergarten  is  made  to  be  as  homelike  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  school  to  be  where  there  are  many  children,  all  from  different 
families.  This  kindergarten  can  never  accommodate  more  than  thirty-six 
children  at  a  time.  The  children  have  a  housemother  and  an  assistant  who 
take  care  of  them  out  of  school  hours,  and  a  trained  kindergartner,  who, 
with  her  assistant,  makes  an  ideal  kindergarten  for  them  in  school  hours." 

In  addition  to  the  original  buildings  there  was  also  an  infirmary  or 
hospital  building  and  a  residence  for  the  principal.  In  1907  a  swimming 
pool  was  constructed. 

The  buildings  in  the  main  remained  unchanged  until  1940  when  the 
infirmary  was  replaced  by  the  fine  modern  building,  Friedlander  Hall.  In 
the  beginning  this  building  housed  twenty  older  boys  and  the  assistant  prin- 
cipal and  his  family.  In  the  fall  of  1949  the  older  boys  were  moved  into 
the  principal's  residence  which  had  been  remodeled  to  accommodate  them 
and  it  was  renamed  White  Hall.  Friedlander  Hall  then  became  the  home 
and  school  building  for  the  first  and  second  graders.  This  relieved  the 
pressure  at  the  kindergarten  level.  The  principal  took  up  his  residence  at 
6398  Woodbine  Avenue,  a  property  acquired  by  the  Board  for  that  purpose 
and  annexed  to  the  campus. 

At  that  time  Lions  Hall  was  renovated  and  redecorated  to  care  for 
forty  kindergartners.  However,  enrollment  continued  to  increase  and  finally 
in  1954  the  dormitory  wing  of  Lions  Hall  was  constructed.  This  new  wing 
gives  us  facilities  to  care  for  eighty-four  little  people  which  is  more  than 
twice  the  number  formerly  housed  in  this  unit. 

Since  the  school's  removal  from  20th  and  Race  Streets  to  Overbrook, 
there  have  been  changes  other  than  architectural.  It  has  become  a  graded 
school  and  state  courses  of  study  have  replaced  the  largely  oral  instruction 
ot  those  days. 

The  work  with  young  blind  children  has  been  extended  downward 
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with  the  summer  preschool  nursery  sessions  designed  to  serve  mothers  with 
blind  babies.  There  are  two  sessions  of  two  weeks  each  in  length  each 
summer  where  mothers  may  bring  their  babies  below  the  age  of  three  years 
for  clinic  service  and  instruction  in  the  care  of  blind  infants,  in  a  resi- 
dential set-up.  Two  preschool  workers  serve  the  parents  of  preschool  chil- 
dren and  assist  in  the  summer  nursery  as  well  as  the  Saturday  morning 
service  stations.  The  latter  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  summer  sessions  and 
provides  an  opportunity  for  a  parent  to  bring  his  child  on  eighteen  Saturday 
mornings  during  the  school  year  for  follow  up  instruction  and  conference 
with  the  teachers  prior  to  admission  to  the  kindergarten. 

A  day  nursery  school  for  children  from  three  to  five,  held  three  morn- 
ings a  week  is  also  in  its  early  stages.  This  venture  is  designed  to  give 
specialized  assistance  to  those  children  who  need  it  prior  to  their  admis- 
sion. It  is  in  charge  of  trained  personnel  and  is  conducted  carefully  in 
order  to  insure  the  maximum  growth  of  the  child  and  his  mother.  The 
philosophy  governing  this  preschool  program  is  that  of  bringing  all  assist- 
ance to  the  parents  that  it  is  possible  to  secure  in  order  that  the  home 
relationship  may  be  preserved  during  the  child's  preschool  years. 

I  he  kindergarten  course  of  study  attempts  to  provide  for  the  child's 
increasing  social  needs  and  prepare  him  for  group  living  and  work  experi- 
ence. The  children  are  trained  to  meet  their  personal  needs,  assist  in  the 
household  duties  to  the  extent  of  their  abilities,  spread  up  their  beds,  hang 
up  their  clothing,  etcetera.  Music  and  rhythms,  games  and  activities  are 
designed  to  strengthen  little  fingers  and  train  them  to  substitute  for  eyes. 

As  the  children  advance  through  the  early  elementary  grades,  they 
acquire  in  addition  to  the  formal  training  expected  of  all  children  in  the 
public  schools,  the  foundation  for  Braille.  This  involves  the  use  of  the  slate 
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and  stylus,  the  Braille  writer,  and  an  acquaintance  with  raised  point  print- 
ing. Music  and  rhythms  are  continued  and  an  occasional  pupil  is  routed 
at  the  second  or  third  grade  level  for  private  lessons  on  the  piano.  Most 
little  ones  wait,  however,  until  they  have  acquired  some  knowledge  of 
musical  Braille.  A  few  children  demonstrate  an  interest  in  instruments  and 
are  referred  to  that  department.  All  of  the  children  continue  handwork  as 
a  means  of  training  for  finger  dexterity  and  they  begin  to  make  gift  articles 
for  their  parents  and  friends. 

Physical  education  assumes  added  importance  in  early  elementary 
classes  and  continues  during  the  child's  entire  enrollment.  From  supervised 
play  and  rhythms  he  moves  into  the  gymnasium,  where  trained  instructors 
give  not  only  formal  gymnastics  but  corrective  exercises  for  posture. 

The  swimming  pool,  the  first  pool  in  a  school  for  the  blind  in  America, 
is  very  popular  with  boys  and  girls  alike.  Most  of  the  children  become 
expert  swimmers. 

Girls  and  boys  play  softball,  roller  skate,  participate  in  track  activities 
and  spend  many  happy  recreational  hours  on  the  playground  equipment. 

Wrestling  is  started  for  the  boys  while  they  are  still  quite  young  and 
the   Mighty  Mites  are  able  to  work  off  a  great  deal  of  surplus  energy 
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on  the  gymnasium  mat,  while  the  varsity  team  competes  with  other  schools 
for  the  blind  as  well  as  public  schools  in  our  vicinity. 

Accompanying  the  physical  education  training  is  a  parallel  recrea- 
tional program  for  boys  and  girls  including  square  and  ballroom  dancing, 
parlor  games,  picnics,  theatre  parties,  and  trips  to  concerts  and  museums. 

A  recent  activity  which  is  designed  to  bring  boys  and  girls  an  acquaint- 
ance with  pets,  has  been  growing  in  popularity — Buddies,  Inc.,  Chapter  II — 
provides  a  kennel  with  five  dogs.  It  is  hoped  that  some  of  our  students 
may  be  trained  to  become  kennel  assistants,  and  that  all  of  the  boys  and 
girls  may  benefit  by  acquaintance  with  these  companion  dogs. 

Older  boys  have  a  separate  dormitory  where  they  live  with  their 
houseparents  in  almost  a  fraternity  set-up.  White  Hall  houses  twenty  boys, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chielli. 

Nearby  is  Friedlander  Hall  which  houses  twenty  second  graders  and 
their  supervisor  and  housemothers. 

The  Overbrook  community  itself  is  almost  a  village,  nearly  300  chil- 
dren, 65  employees  under  the  Instruction  Committee,  and  1  1  1  under  the 
Household  Committee. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  the  child  arrived  bag  and  baggage,  expect- 
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ing  to  spend  the  entire  school  year  at  school,  with  the  exception  oi  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Today  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  children  go 
home  over  the  week-end  and  all  children  leave  for  all  of  the  holidays,  except 
those  few  students  from  abroad,  and  they  are  usually  guests  in  the  homes 
of  other  students  for  these  periods.  In  fact  Friday  afternoons  and  Sunday 
evenings  the  parking  problem  becomes  acute  as  the  parents  call  for  or 
return  their  children. 

The  junior  and  senior  high  school  is  divided  into  a  three-four  organi- 
zation, 7th,  8th,  and  9th  grades  comprise  the  junior  high  school,  and  fresh- 
man, sophomore,  junior,  and  senior  grades  the  senior  high  school.  The 
extra  year  is  an  expansion  link  where  the  boy  or  girl  may  catch  up  with 
the  subject  matter.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  Braille  readers  cannot  read 
as  fast  as  sighted  students.  Therefore,  their  collateral  work  is  limited 
by  the  Braille  materials.  This  additional  year  provides  an  opportunity  to 
cover  the  extra  material  involved  as  well  as  added  time  for  vocational 
training.  Aside  from  the  regular  academic  courses,  the  school  stresses  at 
the  high  school  level  a  great  deal  of  music — piano,  organ,  orchestra,  chorus, 
voice,  ceramics,  home  economics,  weaving,  knitting,  crocheting,  basketry, 


Let's  March 


Let's  Dance 


machine  shop,  caning,  leathercraft,  manual  arts,  plastics,  tuning,  salesman- 
ship (Self-Help  Club  activities),  massage,  intramural  and  interscholastic 
athletics  as  well  as  drama  and  speech.  Hi-Y,  Tri-Hi-Y,  Boy  anil  Girl  Scouts 
round  out  the  program  at  the  upper  level. 

Following  graduation  a  limited  number  ot  pupils  take  college  or  uni- 
versity entrance  examinations  and  graduates  are  in  attendance  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  and  Johns  Hopkins. 

The  school  maintains  a  course  at  collegiate  level  in  the  home  teach- 
ing iield.  This  course,  under  the  direction  of  the  coordinator,  is  a  joint 
activity  with  the  University  ot  Pennsylvania  and  is  open  to  young  adults 
from  other  states  as  well  as  abroad.  Information  may  be  hail  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  principal. 

The  Overbrook  library  is  one  ol  the  largest,  and  has  not  only  Braille 
and  print  books,  but  also  a  growing  library  ot  talking  book  records.  As  an 
adjunct,  the  library  maintains  a  printing  department  where  supplementary 
Braille  materials  arc  stereotyped  and  printed  for  the  use  of  students  and 
teachers. 


lira  Mr  Writers 
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A     school    publication, 
THE  RED  AND  WHITE, 

is  published  three  times  a  year 
at  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  in  Louis- 


II. 


Tint   copies   are   multi- 


viiie 

lithed  at  the  school. 

Throughout  its  history 
Overbrook  has  continued  to 
receive  the  generous  consider- 
ation of  its  many  friends  who 
make  periodic  gifts  for  its 
support  and  who  remember  the  work  in  their  wills.  The  Commonwealth 
from  the  earliest  days  has  contributed  to  its  support  through  a  per  capita 
tuition  for  a  stated  number  of  pupils  who  are  admitted  from  Pennsylvania; 
a  few  students  are  straight  tuition  students,  and  the  others  are  either 
Overbrook  scholarship  students,  or  those  sent  to  us  from  other  states  for 
training.  Boys  and  girls  who  complete  their  training  at  Overbrook  are 
guided  on  their  way  to  self  employment,  either  directly  by  the  school  or 
through  the  facilities  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind  which  cooperates 
in  their  placement. 

A  large  and  active  Alumni-Alumnae  organization  keeps  the  former 
students  of  the  school  in  close  touch  with  their  alma  mater,  and  gives 
generous  assistance  in  activities. 

Our  film,  DARK  INTERLUDE,  which  won  the  first  award  of  the 
Film  Council  of  Greater  Boston  in  the  Adult  Education  Class  for  1953, 
has  been  in  great  demand.  It  shows  at  length  the  principal  activities  of  the 
school  and  is  available  upon  request. 

A  final  test  of  any  school  is  the  type  of  personnel  and  the  quality  of 
its  leadership.  We  have  met  the  requirements  of  the  Middle  States 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  as  well  as  those  of  the 
Pennsylvania    Association    of    Private    Academic    Schools,    which    certify 

the  qualifications  of  our  staff.  The  type 
of  progress  which  this  represents  tes- 
tifies to  the  devotion  and  leadership 
of  our  Board  of  Managers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cafffman 

Principal 


Listening  to  I  he  Talking  Hook 


Faculty  and  Staff 
1954-1955 


PRINCIPAL'S  OFFICE 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Assistant  Principal 
George  N.  McCrea,  B.A.,  M.S. 

A  dm  in  istrath  'c  A  ssistant 
Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 
Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Norma  Aleck,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 

Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A. P..  M.A. 
Social  Studies 

*  Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 

Special  Class 
Virginia  M.  Canan,  B.S. 
Third  Grade 
*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Mathematics 
*H.  Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

French,  English,  History 
Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Sight  Conservation  Class 
Yolande  C.  Judge 

Fourth  Crude 
^Robert  Clay  Knight.  B.S. 

Junior  High  School 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A..  M.A. 

English,  Latin,  German 
Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 

Science,  Mathematics 
Constance  Morey 

Sixth  Grade 
Ella  L.  Moseley,  A.B. 

Sight  Conservation  Class 
Mildred  Murphy 

Fourth  Grade 


Clara  F.  Pollock 

Third  Grade 
:Ida  E.  Price 

Braille  Coach 
R.  Joseph  Reynolds,  B.S. 

Fifth  Grade 
Minnie  B.  Sprung 

Braille  Coach 
fConstance  Weaver,  A.B. 

Commercial  Subjects 
Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 

Com mercial  Subjects 
Theresa  G.  Miller,  B.S. 

Substitute  Teacher 

FRIEDLANDER  HALF 

Edith  Boone 

Second  Grade 
Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 

Second  Grade 

LIONS  HALL 

Janet  Brokenshire,  A.B. 

Kindergarten 
L.  Ruth  Flannigan.  B.S. 

First  Grade 
Martha  R.  George,  B.S. 

First  Grade 
Patricia  A.  Morris.  B.S. 

Kindergarten 
Alice  B.  Stout 

Kindergarten 
Phyllis  Jean  Strublc,  B.A. 

Reading  Readiness  Group 

Edith  B.  Tasker 

Kindergarten 

Bernice  Zipin,  B.S. 
Kindergarten 


I  Vfective  vision. 
Part-time. 
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DAY  NURSERY  *Herbcrt  Hartung 

Caning,  .  lllied  .  Iris 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litl.B.  *  .  , 

c    .        •  *A°nes  Locuson 
Supervisor  b  TJ7       ■        .-   ...■ 

/  Weaving,  Knitting 

Christine    .  Cornwell,  B.b.  ,  tT    T,.  .      ...      .,  .,  . 

^       ,-  11,4  T 1 1 .  Lleanor  Lodholz,  B.KA. 

1  earlier,  and  .  Issl.  to  ~ 


Preschool  Worker 


Cera  mies 
Frederick  M.  Sisrafoos 


I  larncite  C  .  Kerr,  B.S. 

t-       ,  Machine  .Shop  Instructor 

I  earner  ' 

*S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 

} Ionic  Economics,  Sewinci 
PHYSICAL  EDUCATK  ).\ 

DEPARTMEN1  LIBRARY  AND   PRINTING 

Joseph  J.  Kerr.  B.S.,  M.S.  (  )FFICE 

Director  _     ,     .     .,     ...     _,  0 

,     .     . ,.  .  ...    ,,  0  Kuth  A.  Kndolph,  l>..S. 
Joseph  A.  Chielh,  B.S.  Liftrarwwi 

_,        "      ,     .         .,  c  I  )< troth v  Barnard 
Flora  T.  Arthur,  B.S.  Library  Clerk 

(  Haydn  P.  Wyer 

Stereotyper 
MUSIC  DEPARTMENT  *Ida  E.  Price 

t Harry  X.  Becker  Fin9er  Pr00f  Readcr 

Choir  Director,  I ' oice 
Lois  C.  Bitler,  B.S.  PUPTL   PERSONNEL 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano  Emily  R.  Cautilli 
fElsie  E.  Bruggeman  Registrar 

p^no  Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 
*William  A.  Currlin  Preschool  Worker 

Tuning  Rdith  Newlin,  B.S.,  M.A. 
"■C.  Robert  Ege  Psychologist 

General  Chorus,  Organ,  Senior  High 

Chorus,  Music  Appreciation  \  [<  )y[  j?  TEACHER  TRA  I NING 

!:Gerald  E.  McCarthy,  B.M.,  M.S.  .,      ,      ,.    ,  n  „    ,,  A 

Instruments  MarJha  L»1<lsa-V'  B-S-  M'A- 


Co-ordinator 
iteni  S.  Wris. 
Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 


t*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library  C  ,,nlenl  •'■  Wn^  kA 

Music  Appreciation 

Shirley  A.  Trexler  HEALTH    DEPARTMENT 

i.  aaet 

David  Q.  Ewing,  M.D. 
MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT  Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
*John  P.  Boyle  Ophthalmologist 

Woodwork,  Plastics  

^Margaret  Deaver,  B.S.  *  Defective  Vision. 

Basketry,  Crocheting  I  Pari  time. 

M 


William  Hewson,  M.D. 

Laryngologist 
Elizabeth  Logan 

Pathologist 
Franklin  K.  Dennis.  D.D.S. 

Dentist 
Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 

Perinatologist 
Loretta  Y.  Connor 

Registered  Nurse 
Sidney  M.  Morrison 

Assistant  to  Nurse 
Anna  Dreher 

.  Assistant  to  Nurse 

BLIND  STUDENTS  SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 
Marie  C.  Donohue 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

:  Lillian  M.  Obest 
"Lucy  S.  Boyle 
"Agnes  Locuson 

I  )orothy  Barnard 

<  >lder  Students 

[-TOUSEH(  >LD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 

Steward 
Dorothy  Anderson 

Accountant 
Netta  M.  Shafer 

.  Issistant  Bookkeeper 
Emma  C.  King 

Matron 
Ada  Smith 

Housekeeper 
James  F.  Crane 

Custodian,  Buildings 
Michael  Cronin 

Chief  Engineer 


LIOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Florence  Smithing 
Girls 

Maria  C.  Chiclli 
Boys 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Black 
Boys 

Intermediate 

Lillian  Cole 
Girls 

1  lelen  Mooney 

Boys 

Junior 
l/.ora  Roush 

Girls 

Emma  P.  Cole 
Bo  ys 

Jane  Eversole 

Relief  Housemother 

Friedlander  Hall 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos 
Supervisor 

Agnes  Morcom 
Girls 

Zelpha  Routt 
Boys 

Lions  Hall 

Li  Ilia  C.  DeLong 

Supervising  Housemother 
( intrude  Ashby 
Marian  Gulliford 
Myrtle  I  low  land 
Caroline  Mover 
Anna  G.  Palmer 
Vergie  E.  Schive 
Mary  E.  Stein 
Grace  Wasser 


;;  Defective  vision. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance   Sheet — May   31,    1054 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash    : $  1 50,61 5.84 

Tuition  and  state-aid  receivable   1 34,319.36 

Inventory   of  supplies    8,058.94 


Investments,  at  book  values: 

(Quoted  market  values  $2,236,996) 

Unrestricted  Funds    $1,681,182.70 

Restricted  Funds  93,972.13 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land     $      07,205.63 

Buildings  and   land   improvements    $1,5X3,231.88 

Machinery,   furniture  and  equipment    311,061.70 

$1,894,293.58 

I  .ess — Accrued   depreciation    1 ,368,678.43 

Construction   in   progress    77,729.4 1 

Other  Assets: 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits    $       [6,984.38 

Prepaid  insurance   1 ,232.01 t 


202,004.14 


1,775,154.83 


700,550.19 

18,217.07 
$2,786,916.23 
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OVERBROOK   SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,    [954 

LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 

Current  Liabilities  : 

Accounts    payable $      51 ,837.7 1 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School: 

Unrestricted   Eunds    $3,096,430.80 

Restricted  funds   93,972.13 


$3,190,402.93 


Ann — Excess  ok  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation': 

Balance  May  31,  [953   $    459,573-6] 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  [954  64,379.02 


523,952.63 

$.5,714,355-56 


]  )i:nrcT — Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,   [953  $    953,351-89 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  [954 25,925.15 


979,277.04 

2,735,078. 


$2,786,916.23 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $979,277.04  are  not  identical  with  accrued  depreciation 
of  $1,368,678.43  shown  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of  prior 
years  applied  to  surplus  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus  was 
eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 


OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income:                                                                1954  1953  1052 
Tuition  : 

From  state  appropriations    $41 1,767.66  $303,791. 01  $356,305.45 

From   private   pupils    17,723.00  21,233.10  14,286.20 

Discounts  on  purchases  644.54  62]  .63  57 '2.36 

Miscellaneous     377-85  1,150.66  583.80 

$430,513.05  $416,707-30  $371,837.81 

Operati  \<;  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages  $281,073.64  $265,157.67  $234,230.00 

Food     50,842.01  60,564.48  58,530. 14 

Repairs  and  maintenance   40,058.38  26,635. 10  27,314.40 

Heat,  light  and  power  25,058.70  28,676.07  28,010.08 

Other   supplies   and   expenses    54,412.86  62,302.62  47.707. 78 

$463,146-58  $443,425.04  $305,802.30 

Net   Operating  Loss    $  32,633.53  $  26,628.64  $  23,964.58 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates   $  86,462.42  $  83,136.85  $  81,840.3') 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses  . .           8,844.64  <).377-7^  8,068.52 

Transfer  from  special  funds    1,705.49  4,707.45  2,553.05 

$  07.012.55  $  07.222.01  $  93,370.96 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  depreciation  .     $  64,379.02  $  70,503.37  $  69,406.38 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements    $  25,025.15  $  25,707.00  $  25,813.68 

Net  income  for  the  period   $  38,453.87  $  44,796.37  $  43.502.70 


OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Pekiod  June  i.  1953  to  May  31,  1954 

Unrestricted  Restricted 
Funds  Funds 

Balance    May   31 .    1953    $2,997,184.37  $      86.578.07 

Add: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $      18,473.47  $        2,508.00 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments  80.772.96  3,495.84 

Income  added  to  principal    1.500.76 

Loans  to  graduates  repaid 173-47 

$      99.-'46-43  $        7.678-07 

Deduct : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc..  purchased    $  284.01 

Balance  May  31,   1954   $3,096,430.80  $      93.97-MJ 
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Graduates  of  the  Class  of  1954 


ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA 

Mary  Madeline  Louise  Campbell Havertown,  Pa. 

Ruth   Ernestine  Gamble Steelton,  Pa. 

Bernard  Leon  Gogolski Blakely,  Pa. 

Ellis  David  Klinger Williamslow  n,  Pa. 

Nancy  Audrey  Mum  ma Dauphin.  Pa. 

Jane  Palmer   Penndel,  Pa. 

( rEORGE  Robert  Shobek,  ]r Denver,  Pa. 

GENERAL  DIPLOMA 
Aim  \    Smith    Lansdale,  Pa. 

VOCATIONAL  CERT]  FICATE 

Alain-Jean-Pierre  Moine Paris,  France 

Cfxelia  Nieves    * Philadelphia,  Pa. 

CLASS  MOTTO 
Not  Finished,  Just  Begun 

CLASS  OFFICERS 

President  " Audrey  M  im  ma 

/  rice-President    Leon  Gogolski 

Secretary   Alma  Smith 

Treasurer       Mary  Campbell 

CLASS  COLORS  CLASS  GIFT  CLASS  FLOWER 

Green  and  Gold  American  Flag  )'ellow  Rose 


Mary  Campbeli Havertown,  Pa. 

Academic;  Ben  Jonson  Cluh  2,  3,  4;  Home  Eco- 
nomics 1,  2,  3,  4;  Safety  Patrol  2;  Girls  Sports  Club  1  ; 
Senior  Choir  1,  2,  3,  4;  Student  Council  2,  4;  Class 
President  3  ;  Treasurer  4  ;  French  Affiliation  4  ;  Cottage 
President  3. 
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Ruth  Gamble Steelton,  Pa. 

Academic;  Hen  Jonson  Club  4:  School  Play  4;  Sen- 
ior Choir  1.  2,  3.  4;  Orchestra  1,  2,  3,  4;  Girls  Sports 
Club  1,  2  President;  Girl  Scouts  I,  2,  3;  Cheer  Leader 
3  ;  Student  Council  3,  4  President :  Tri-Hi-Y  3,  4  Presi- 
dent; Red  and  White  Staff  1,  2.  3;  Cottage  President  4. 


Leon  Goc;olski Blakely,  Pa. 

Academic;  Pen  Jonson  Club  _)  :  Shakespeare  Play  4; 
School  Play  4;  O.  A.  A.  1.  2.  3.  4;  Advertising  Com- 
mittee 3.  4;   Entra-Mural    Baseball    1.  2.  3.  4:   Senior 

Choir  2,  3,  4;  Student  Council  4;  Ili-Y  2,  3.  4;  Class 
Vice  President  4. 


Ellis  Klingee Williams  town,  Pa. 

Academic;  Ben  Jonson  Club  3.  4;  Shakespeare  Play 
4;  O.  A.  A.  1,  2,  3.  4;  Wrestling  Team  2,  3,  4;  E.  A.  A. 
15.  Tournaments  2,  3;  Advertising  Committee  4;  Ili-Y 
3;  Boy  Scouts  2;  Student  Council  3;  Senior  Choir  4; 
Valedictorian. 


Alain  Moine /: 


arts 


Fran 


ce 


Vocational;  O.  A.  A.  3,  4;  Wrestling'  Team  3,  4; 
E.  A.  A.  P.  Tournaments  3,  4;  Intra-Mural  Bowling, 
Paseball  ;  Ili-Y  4;  Senior  Choir  3,  4;  Stand  (  )peration 
4 ;  French  Affiliation  4. 
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Audrey  Mumma Dauphin,  Pa. 

Academic;  Home  Economics  Club  4;  Student  Coun- 
cil 3,  4;  Senior  Choir  2,  3,  4;  Girls  Sports  Club  1  ;  Or- 
chestra 1,  2 ;  Class  President  1.  2,  4;  Nice  President  3. 


Cecelia  Nieves Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Vocational ;  Tri-Hi-Y  4  ;  Senior  Choir  3,  4 ;  Orchestra 
3.  4;  Intra-Mural  Athletics  },  4;  Dance  Club  4;  Play 
1  )ay  4. 


Jank  Palmer Penndel,  Pa. 

Academic;  lien  Jonson  Club  3,  4;  Shakespeare  Play 
3,  4;  School  Play  3,  4:  Senior  Choir  3,  4;  Red  and 
White  Staff  },  4;  Tri-Hi-Y  },  4;  Home  Economics 
Club  3.  4. 


Alma  Smith Lansdale,  Pa. 

General;  Home  Economics  Club  1.  _\  3.  4;  Senior 
Choir  2,  3,  4;  Girls  Sports  Club  2  ;  Dance  Club  4;  Class 
Secretary  4 ;  Treasurer  3. 


Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  are  now  enrolled : 


No. 

Adams      4 

Berks    3 

Bradford       2 

Bucks    11 

Carbon    1 

Chester 12 

Clinton    2 

Columbia    3 

Cumberland     2 

Dauphin   11 

Delaware    : 31 

Franklin 1 


No. 

Juniata   

Lackawanna      .  .  .  .   5 
Lancaster  12 

Lebanon   3 

Lehigh  4 

Luzerne 8 

Lycoming 

Mifflin  ...    1 

Monroe    

Montgomery    21 

Montour     

Northampton  5 

Northumberland     .   3 


No. 
2 
.86 


Perry    

Philadelphia     . 

Pike    

Schuylkill  .   6 

Snyder    

Sullivan    

Susquehanna     .... 

Tioga    1 

Union     

Wayne    

Wyoming 

York  8 


Where  Do   We  Lire.' 


Student  Enrollment  195 3-1954 


Name  County 

Adams,  Patty  Ann Philadelphia 

Adams,  Ronald   Philadelphia 

Allison,  Leona Chester 

Anderson,  Estelle Dauphin 

Appleby,  Joyce Chester 

Arndt,  Chester Lebanon 

Arndt,  Marlin Lancaster 

Arnt,  Frances  Lebanon 

Attig,   Edward    York 

Austin,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Bachman,  Jeffrey   Berks 

Baker,  Eileen Philadelphia 

Barwosky,  Ida  May Bucks 

Baum,  Robert Chester 

Bell,  Kenneth  New  Jersey  (State) 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William Chester 

Benson,  William  Philadelphia 

Berberick,  Frederick Northumberland 

Berninger,  Donna Delaware 

Bissland,  James  Northampton 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowers,  David  Lancaster 

Bowmaster,  Leslie  Bucks 

Bowmaster,  Susan   Bucks 

Boyer,  James   Philadelphia 

Bradley,  Ann  Patricia Montgomery 

Bream,  Carol  Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Bricker,  Mary  Ann  Dauphin 

Brittingham,  Linda Montgomery 

Brown,  Alice Delaware 

Brown,  Donald Northampton 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,    Margaret    Luzerne 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Caine,  Anne  Philadelphia 

Campbell,  James    Mifflin 

Campbell,  Mary   Delaware 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Chambers,   Ruth    Philadelphia 

Chapman,  Laura   Philadelphia 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 

Coe,   Carol    Philadelphia 

Courtney,  Eileen  Philadelphia 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann Lancaster 

Crissey,  Arthur   Delaware 

Curry,  Ronald    Mifflin 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Cylc,  Ronald  Delaware 

Dain,  Harriett  Philadelphia 


Name  County 

Damiano,  Paulina  Philadelphia 

Dankel,  Eleanor   Lehigh 

Davies,  David Luzerne 

Davis,   Gary    Lancaster 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

Dieter,  Geraldine   Bucks 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dimeo,  Thomas   Mifflin 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State) 

Dowd,  Patricia  Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette Delaware 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Dugger,   Lorenda    Philadelphia 

Durbin,  Robert  Delaware 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

Esposito,  David Philadelphia 

Fair,  Nadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis Delaware 

Farreny,  Nancy New  Jersey  (State) 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,  Patricia   Montgomery 

Finan,  Timothy Montgomery 

Fioravanti,  John  Montgomery 

Foster,  Harry  Delaware 

Frank,  Carol Philadelphia 

Fratini,  Marie Delaware 

Fuchs,  Walter  Philadelphia 

Gallagher,  Kenneth Adams 

Gamble,  Jacqueline    Dauphin 

Gamble,  Ruth   Dauphin 

Gamble,  Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Gavioli,  Simone Philadelphia 

Genitsky,  Leonard Lackawanna 

Gerhart,  Thomas Bucks 

Getz,  Eileen  Luzerne 

Gill,  Gladys  Chester 

Gilmore,  Barbara   Philadelphia 

Glanden,    Barbara    Delaware 

Gogolski,  Leon Lackawanna 

Graham,   Donna    Dauphin 

Green,   Kathleen    Philadelphia 

Griffith,   Fay   Lancaster 

Groff,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Gulliford,  Janice  Luzerne 

Halfpenny,  Maureen   Delaware 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hawthorne,  Annetta  Dauphin 

Hayes,  Therese  Philadelphia 

Hess,  Larry Columbia 

Hildenbrand,  Herbert   Delaware 

Hilton,  Mary    Chester 

Hoffman,  Ruth Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian Philadelphia 
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Name  County 

Hoover,  Dolores   Northampton 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Houck,   Velma    Dauphin 

Hural,  John   Philadelphia 

Hyde,   Jeffrey    Lehigh 

Iamurri,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Isgro,   Diane    Philadelphia 

Johnson,  David   Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam  Philadelphia 

Jones,  Beverly  Ann Luzerne 

Joseph,  John   Montgomery 

Jordon,  Elsie   Philadelphia 

Jubray,  William  Montgomery 

Kaiser,  Linda Montgomery 

Kamionka,  Rosemarie   Luzerne 

Keithley,  Michael Japan  (Country) 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kepler,  Polly Chester 

Kerstetter,  Wayne  York 

Klein,  Janet Montgomery 

Klinger,  Ellis    Dauphin 

Koller,   Linda    Lancaster 

Kowalski,  Gloria  Schuylkill 

Kraczyk,  Eleanor   Philadelphia 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Kretzschmar,  William.. New  Jersey  (State) 

Krier,  John Philadelphia 

Kunkel,  Hope • Northampton 

Lancaster,  Levada New  Jersey  (State) 

Lang,  Charles    Philadelphia 

Lanzetta,  Linda  Philadelphia 

Law,  Charles   Chester 

LeCompte,  Ruth  Delaware 

Legenhausen,  Sandra  Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie   Berks 

Lesher,  Linda  Northumberland 

Li,  Aurora Siam  ( Country) 

Lineberger,  Archie  Philadelphia 

Liney,   Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Logan,   Joan    Dauphin 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Luttenberger,  John    Lancaster 

McCloskey,  Anthony Montgomery 

McCloskey,  Samuel Lycoming 

McCormack,  Sharon.  .  .  .New  Jersey  (State) 

McCracken,  Lorraine  Philadelphia 

McDougall,  Robert  Delaware 

McNeil,  Dennis Philadelphia 

Machise,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Malone,    Susan    Philadelphia 

Martin,  William    Northampton 

Mauser,  Joan Dauphin 

Meginley,  Regina   Philadelphia 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Mitchell,  Marlene New  Jersey  (State) 

Moine,  Alain  France  (Country) 

Monroe,  Bessie    Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel    Delaware 


A  (iiiic  County 

Mumma,  Audrey   Dauphin 

Munizza,  Barbara  Philadelphia 

Murray,  Donald Philadelphia 

Muschette,  Leroy   Philadelphia 

Muthard,  William New  Jersey  (State) 

Myers,  Joseph   Philadelphia 

Nardell,  Patricia  Lehigh 

Neiman,  Edgar York 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 

Newman,  William    Philadelphia 

Xickerson,  Hugh   Montgomery 

Nieves,  Cecilia Philadelphia 

Nornhold,  James   Dauphin 

Oakes,  Donald Montgomery 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Delaware 

Oliver,  Harry   Bucks 

Palmer,  Fannie  Jane Bucks 

Palmer,  Henry    Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  (State) 

Passanante,  Elizabeth  Rose  ....Philadelphia 

Patterson,   Betty    Franklin 

Pedro,  Joseph Schuylkill 

Perella,  Bernard Chester 

Peters,  Glenn  Philadelphia 

Pine,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Pine,  Richard New  Jersey  (State) 

Powals,  Dorothy Philadelphia 

Prager,  Sandra    Philadelphia 

Priefert,   William    Philadelphia 

Quay,  Louis  Montgomery 

Raymer,  Donna  Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Ellen  Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Reardi  >n,  <  ierald    Schuylkill 

Reardon,  John   Schuylkill 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Robitis,  George  Schuylkill 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Rogers,  George  Berks 

Roseling,   Norma    Philadelphia 

Rosman,  Ned   Lancaster 

Rusinski,  Robert Montgomery 

Russek,  Frank,  Jr Philadelphia 

Sassaman,  Christine Berks 

Seibert,  Charles  Lancaster 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel  Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John  Philadelphia 

Shober,   George   Lancaster 

Shuey,  Verdun    Dauphin 

Shusterman,  Larry  Philadelphia 

Sinnott,   Claire    Delaware 

Skelley,  James    Delaware 

Smith,  Alma   Montgomery 

Smith,  Christine Chester 

Smith,  Georgianna   Philadelphia 

Smith,  James   Philadelphia 

Smith,  Lorraine New  Jersey  (State) 

Smith,  Mary  Nora Berks 
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Name  County 

Smith,   Samuel    Montgomery 

Smith,  Sylvia Philadelphia 

Smugeresky,  Eugene   Lackawanna 

Sockolosky,  William Schuylkill 

Spiegel,  Nichole  York 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stabelli,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Straley,  William New  Jersey   (State) 

bpratlm,  Michael    Bucks 

Strohl,  Betty  Ann   Carbon 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Stroud,  Portia  Philadelphia 

Stroup,  Peggy  Ann  Columbia 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Swenton,  Martin Lackawanna 

Tokarowski,  Nancy  Delaware 

Lnangst,  William Northampton 

Usher,   Deborah    Philadelphia 

Valle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Van  Den  Beemt,  Peter Montgomery 

Vandenbord,  Marcella Carbon 

Venters,  Robert  Philadelphia 

Waker,  Robert    Philadelphia 

Warburton,  Marilyn    Bradford 

Waterstradt,  Robert   Montgomery 

Weatherby,  Alice Delaware 

Weber,  Walter New  Jersey  (State) 

Weitzel,  Mary  Lou Lackawanna 

Wenhold,  Barton   Montgomery 

Wertz,  Edwin  York 


Name  County 

Williams,  Arnold   Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris Delaware 

Winters,  John Cumberland 

Wright,  Margaret   Delaware 

Young,  Theodore Clinton 

/  'eterans  State 

Alkemeyer,  Bill  Pennsylvania 

Bones,  James   Pennsylvania 

Bescoe,  Robert  Pennsylvania 

Mayers,  Odell   Delaware 

Home  Teachers  State 

Davis,  Caroline Delaware 

DcFabbo,  Frank Pennsylvania 

Demanop,  Tongchai  Sebastian 

Siam  (Country) 

Dreher,  Dolores  Pennsylvania 

Ginsberg,  Isadore Pennsylvania 

Horst,  John    Pennsylvania 

Jannetta,  Thomas    Pennsylvania 

LaBadia,  Josephine New  York 

Reynolds,  Joseph   Pennsylvania 

Schroyer,   Marie    Pennsylvania 

Siewierski,  Julian    Pennsylvania 

Sigle,   Betty   Oklahoma 

Sturdivant,  Elizabeth    Virginia 

Sullivan,  Jean  Michigan 


First  Steps  With  a  Pull  Toy 
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Calendar  joy  the  School  Year  1954-55 

1954 

September  7 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  23 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  3  :30  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November   29 Classes  resume 

December  16 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  12:30  P.  M. 

1955 

January  2 Pupils  return 

January  3 Classes  resume 

March  31 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  3  130  P.  M. 

April  11 Pupils  return 

April    12 Classes   resume 

May  19 Spring  Concert,  8:15  P.  M. 

June  3 Achievement  Day,  8  :45  A.  M. 

June  3 Lower  School  Recital,  2  :oo  P.  M. 

June  5 Baccalaureate,  4  P.  M. 

June   10 Commencement,   10  130  A.  M. 

June  10,  11 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

July  ^-16 First  Session  Preschool  Nursery 

July  18-30 Second  Session  Preschool  Nursery 


//  'estward  1 1  < 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possible,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842- 1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845-1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry 1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin 1849- ic 

Frank  Battles 1888- 1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  FI.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936-1  (.145 


Josef  G.  Cauffman J945- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 


28 


Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 

64th    and    Malvern   Avenue,   Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


VI 


Report  igj4-igj; 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-THIRD  YEAR 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


1954-1955 


Officers 


Patron 
His  Excellency,  Governor  George  M.  Leader 

President 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 

Vice-Presidents 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt  (1925)  Rudolph  S.  Ranch 

Winthrop  H.  Battles  ('934) 

Secretary  Treasurer 

Philip  Price  ( 1934)  Allston  Jenkins 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 
James  H.  Robins 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 
Mrs.  Clarence  PI.  Clark 
Cooper  Howell 


Managers 

(1934)  Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

(1937)  Warren  M.  Wells 

(T937)  Thomas  M.  Rauch 

(1940)  W.  Morrow  Roosevelt 

(1942)  Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

( 1946)  James  B.  Seelye 

(T949)  Alexander  B.  Wheeler 


Following  the  election  standing  committees  were  appointed 

Finance 


Charles  P.  Stokes 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Mrs.  Clarence  11.  Clark 


Rudolph  S.  Rauch 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Charles  P.  Stokes 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Allston  Jenkins 
Philip  Price 

Instruction 

Cooper  Howell 
Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

Household 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Cooper  Howell 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 
Warren  M.  Wells 

Blind  Students  Self -Help  Club 
William  T.  Carter 


(1948) 


(i93o) 


(I95i) 

O95O 
(1955) 
(1955) 
(1955) 

( 1955) 
(1955) 


Josef  G.  CaufTfman,  Principal 


Albert  G.  Cowgill,  Principal  Emeritus 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

of  the 

Members  of  the  Association 

and  to  the  Legislature 


THIS  REPORT  concludes  the  123d  year  of  instruction.  Overbrook 
School  for  the  Blind  continues  to  not  only  provide  for  the  education 
of  the  child  enrolled,  but  to  look  ahead  and  plan  with  imagination  toward 
the  day  when  the  graduate  will  become  an  adult  prepared  to  take  his  place 
in  the  community.  Starting  with  but  a  few  pupils  in  the  sitting  room  of  a 
rented  home,  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  first  principal,  planted  the  seed  which 
has  grown  until  the  enrollment  in  1954-55  was  283  and,  as  this  report  is 
being  written,  we  have  on  our  rolls  for  1955-56  the  largest  student  body 
ever  attained — 304. 

Our  expanded  plant  due  to  the  Lions  Hall  addition  has  made  it  pos- 
sible to  accept  a  greater  number  of  young  children.  Five  kindergarten 
classes,  one  reading  readiness  group,  and  two  first  grade  classes  were  held 
in  that  building.  Not  included  in  the  above  is  a  day  school  nursery  with 
eleven  three  and  four  year  olds  who  attend  classes  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday  morning.  Friedlander  Hall  cared  for  two  second  grades.  In 
the  main  building  boys  and  girls  are  enrolled  from  the  third  grade  through 
high  school,  as  well  as  in  classes  on  a  post  graduate  and  college  level. 
There  is  sufficient  room  throughout  the  buildings  to  accommodate  all  school 
age,  educable  children  seeking  admission.  The  faculty  and  housemother 
staff  have  been  enlarged  to  meet  the  increased  needs  of  additional  children. 

Five  new  members  have  been  elected  to  the  Board  of  Managers.  It  is 
a  pleasure  to  welcome  the  following:  Thomas  M.  Rauch,  W.  Morrow 
Roosevelt,  Edgar  Scott,  Jr.,  James  B.  Seelye,  and  Alexander  B.  Wheeler. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  the  staff  for 
their  loyalty,  and  to  thank  all  those  who  have  had  a  part  in  contributing 
to  the  important  work  of  educating  blind  youth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 


Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Braille 
Reading 
Writing 
Language 
Spelling 
Grammar 


English 

Geography 

History 

Speech  Correction 

Arithmetic 

Science 


Nature  Study 

Crafts 

Field  Trips 

Health 

Physical  Education 

Humane  Education 


Music 

Singing  and  Rhythms 
Piano 

Instruments 
General  Chorus 
Elementary  Chorus 
Music  Appreciation 


JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


English 

Composition 
Literature 
Grammar 
Speech 

Speech  Correc- 
tion 
Pencil  Writing 

Foreign  Languages 
Latin 
French 
German 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
General 

Mathematics 
Plane  Geometry 
Arithmetic 

Health 
Physical 
Education 

General  Science 

Biology 

Physics 


Commercial 

Junior  Business 

Training 
Typewriting 
Bookkeeping 
Office  Practice 
Ediphone 
Salesmanship 

Social  Studies 
American 

History 
Civics 

Current  Events 
Geography 
History — 

Pennsylvania 
World  History 
Occupations 
Consumer 

Education 
Field  Trips 

Tests  and  Meas- 
urements 
Guidance 
Tests 

Religious 

Education 


Orientation 
Manual 

Basketry 

Brush  Making 

Caning 

Ceramics 

Crocheting 

Home  Economics 

Knitting 

Leather  Work- 
Machine  Shop 

Magazine 

Agency  Man- 
agement and 
Sales 

Massage 

Plastics 

Sewing 
Hand 
Machine 

Weaving 

Woodwork 

Piano  Tuning 

Switchboard 

Stand  Operation 


Music 
Chorus 
Choir 
Glee  Club 
Harmony 
Theory 
History  and 

Appreciation 
Instruments 
Organ 
Piano 
Voice 
Music  Braille 

Special  Activities 

School  Paper 

Scouting 

Dramatics 

Dancing 

Student  Council 

Swimming 

Roller  Skating 

Intra-mural 
sports   (base- 
ball— bowling 
—football- 
track — swim- 
ming 

Clubs  (Hi-Y, 
Tri-Hi-Y, 
Music,  etc.) 

Inter-scholastic 
sports  (wres- 
tling— track) 


Report  of  the  Principal 

to  the 

Board  of  Managers 

Gentlemen  : 

Education  for  the  blind  at  Overbrook  bears  a  very  close  and  vital 
relationship  to  the  education  of  the  seeing  child  in  the  public  schools.  It  is 
our  belief  based  upon  experience  that  the  child's  membership  as  a  human 
being  is  primarily  in  society  as  a  whole.  To  that  end  all  of  his  years  in 
school  are  designed  to  prepare  him  for  life  as  it  is  lived  in  America  where 
free  enterprise  and  initiative  are  the  rights  which  all  men  enjoy.  Our  spe- 
cific job  in  addition  to  preparing  the  child  academically,  vocationally,  and 
socially,  is  to  equip  him  with  the  special  tools,  techniques,  and  skills  which 
will  help  him  compensate  for  his  lack  of  sight.  The  fact  that  the  school, 
with  some  assistance  from  the  Commonwealth,  expends  five  times  as  much 
per  year  per  capita  as  the  public  school  does  for  its  pupils,  is  justified  by 
the  success  with  which  our  graduates  have  taken  their  places  side  by  side 
in  practically  every  field  of  endeavor  with  their  sighted  peers.  No  effort 
has  been  spared  to  prepare  our  boys  and  girls  for  independent,  successful 


Two  men  in  a  tub — water  play — summery  nursery  session. 


living.  Our  course  of  study  printed  elsewhere  in  this  report  gives  some 
idea  of  our  offerings,  yet  does  not  tell  all,  for  in  some  cases  special  services 
are  sought  outside  the  school. 

The  last  few  years  have  witnessed  phenomenal  growth  in  the  numbers 
of  the  blind,  due  to  the  condition  known  as  retrolental  fibroplasia  found  in 
premature  infants.  Ever  responsive  to  the  needs  of  our  specialized  Held 
we  have  instituted  preschool  summer  nursery  sessions  for  mothers  and 
their  blind  babies.  In  the  seven  years  of  its  existence,  this  service  has 
reached  one  hundred  forty  mothers  and  one  hundred  and  forty  babies. 
Preschool  workers  have  carried  supplementary  visitation  to  the  homes  in 
addition  to  guiding  these  parents  who  for  some  reason  could  not  attend 
the  institute.  Realizing  that  another  service  was  necessary,  Saturday  morn- 
ing service  station  sessions,  eighteen  to  twenty  times  during  the  school 
year,  were  added  to  further  help  parents  who  felt  the  need,  or  whose 
children  had  come  to  our  attention  beyond  the  age  for  the  summer  nursery. 

In  October  1954  a  day  nursery  was  started  in  Lions  Hall.  This  group 
met  three  mornings  a  week,  serving  ten  children.  Our  preschool  workers, 


Mr.   .  llbert  Barnes,  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  explains  the  transistor  and 
communications  system  to  Assistant  Principal  Kerr  and  interested  students. 
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together  with  a  teacher,  were  assisted  by  volunteers  from  the  Emergency 
Aid  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  felt  that  this  project  has  proved  its  worth,  and 
with  the  solving  of  existing  transportation  difficulties,  it  should  expand 
and  become  a  permanent  department  of  the  school. 

The  new  addition  to  Lions  Hall  adequately  met  the  need  for  more 
room  and  was  soon  filled  by  kindergarten  and  first  grade  children.  It  was 
necessary  to  have  eight  teachers  for  this  group  and  the  housemother  staff 
likewise  was  expanded  to  meet  the  increased  enrollment.  Meeting  the 
needs  of  all  young  blind  children  is  a  challenge  because  i.  There  is  insuffi- 
cient literature  on  the  subject;  2.  There  is  very  little  trained  personnel; 
3.  The  psychological  implications  surrounding  the  child  and  home  make  it 
a  fascinating  study.  The  ordinary  layman  has  very  little  concept  of  the 
learning  processes  of  a  blind  child.  He  erroneously  supposes  that  a  knowl- 
edge of  Braille  is  the  simple  solution  which  places  a  blind  child  on  terms 
of  equality  scholastically  with  his  seeing  brother  or  sister.  Such  a  premise 
is  far  from  valid.  For  the  blind,  lack  of  sight  takes  out  of  existence  not 
only  color  but  objects,  facial  expressions,  pictures,  concepts  which  involve 
objects  too   small   to  be   seen    (microscopic)    or  too  large   to   explore.  In 


library  is  a  fascinating  place,  One  little  girl  is  absorbed  in  JACK  AND  J  ILL 
stories  while  the  others  try  out  a  reading  readiness  book. 


addition  all  abstract  things  are  difficult  to  comprehend.  Dirtiness  and  soil, 
being  non-visible,  do  not  exist.  Poor  posture,  old  mannerisms,  and  sullen 
expressions  have  no  reality.  So  the  teacher's  job  involves  additional  effort 
in  this  shadowy  world  of  concepts  and  presupposes  imagination,  training, 
sympathy,  love,  and  patience  on  his  part.  He  must  be  aware  of  the  physical 
handicaps  which  often  accompany  blindness  such  as  delicate  health;  temper 
tantrums  due  to  frustration;  introversion  due  to  coddling  and  smothering 
influences  in  the  home;  extroversion  complicated  by  aggressive  tendencies 
overdone  to  compensate  for  lack  of  sight;  malnutrition,  due  to  food  aver- 
sions; and  a  multitude  of  other  considerations,  all  of  which  are  important 
in  the  education  of  the  handicapped. 

Provided  that  the  child  has  been  at  Overbrook  from  kindergarten  to 
high  school,  he  should  at  that  level  be  approximating  the  average  norm 
of  development  for  his  age  and  intelligence  quotient.  At  this  point  his 
education  is  guided  along  lines  of  vocational  interest  and  social  behaviour. 
He  is  urged  into  athletics,  is  led  into  a  study  of  the  fine  arts,  where  he 
may  become  a  performer  in  music  or  find  expression  in  ceramics.  He  begins 
to  acquire  an  understanding  of  his  own  handicap  and  a  knowledge  of  his 
strengths  and  talents.  He  competes  in  sports;  he  tries  his  wings  in  vocations 
and  economics,  and  learns  to  find  himself  socially,  so  that  upon  graduating 
he  is  ready  to  stand  independently  on  his  own,  in  a  job,  or  to  continue  his 
education  in  college.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  there  is  no  royal  road 
or  short  cut  or  adapted  course  to  fit  our  blind  youth  to  take  his  place  in 


The  senior  chorus  under  direction  of  Mr.  /lorry  N.  Becker  and  Mr.  C.  Robert  Ege. 
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our  complicated,  highly  industrialized  and  technically  organized  society. 
To  deny  that  blind  children  are  handicapped,  or  to  assume  that  all  of  them 
can  succeed  without  the  services  of  special  schools,  is  the  equivalent  of 
supposing  that  all  children  by  attending  conservatories  can  become  musi- 
cians, or  that  by  attending  a  common  center  of  learning  all  can  succeed 
politically.  Through  the  years,  our  drive  and  ambition  at  Overbrook  have 
been  to  provide  the  best,  to  spare  no  cost  or  effort,  and  not  to  compromise 
with  untried  or  fallacious  systems  of  learning. 

At  the  top  of  the  educational  program  at  Overbrook  is  the  home 
teacher  training  class,  founded  by  Dr.  Burritt  in  the  early  '2o's.  It  was  and 
is  the  only  class  for  training  home  teachers  at  collegiate  level  other  than 
summer  courses.  Young  people  who  wish  to  start  training  at  the  freshman 
level  are  given  guidance  in  the  selection  of  courses,  finishing  their  collegiate 
training  with  some  classes  at  Overbrook  and  others  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  with  field  work  supervision  given  under  the  guidance  of  a 
social  agency.  The  class  has  numbered  between  eight  and  twenty  for  some 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years  the  attendance  has  been  somewhat  above 
the  average  of  twelve.  Graduates  of  this  course  are  much  sought  after 
and  it  is  rare  that  a  graduate  is  not  placed  before  or  immediately  following 
completion  of  the  course. 


The  Safety  Patrol,  sponsored  by  a  local  automobile  club,  meets  with  its  sponsor. 

Mr.  McCrea. 


Orchestra — Gerald  E.  McCarthy,  Director. 


As  can  be  seen,  as  soon  as  a  blind  baby  is  reported  to  our  preschool 
workers,  service  begins  at  that  point  and  continues  with  the  individual 
through  his  school  years,  occasionally  his  college  training,  and  on  into 
adulthood.  Cooperation  with  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  for  the  Blind 
concerning  higher  education  or  employment  has  proven  its  worth.  Gradu- 
ates of  Overbrook  are  presently  enrolled  in  the  following  institutions  of 
higher  learning:  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Pennsylvania  State  Univer- 
sity, Oberlin  College,  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  Johns  Hopkins. 

Employment  placements  extend  from  the  self-employed  through  small 
business  ventures,  factory,  osteopathy,  teaching,  to  the  workers  in  the 
mission  field.  We  can  truly  say  that  the  individual  who  originated  the 
motto,  carved  on  the  stone  above  the  doorway  of  many  public  high  schools, 
ENTER  TO  LEARN,  LEARN  TO  SERVE,  unknowingly  included 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  as  well. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 
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Cub   Pack   No.    123.    A'///;    Cubmaster 

Byron    Elder,    entrain    for    a    trip    to 

Baltimore. 


Faculty  and  Staff 
1955-1956 


PRINCIPAL'S  OFFICE 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Assistant  Principal 
George  N.  McCrea,  B.A.,  M.S. 

A  dm  inistrativc  A  ssista  11 1 
Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 
Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Norma  Aleck,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 
Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.B.,  M.A. 
Social  Studies 

*  Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 

Special  Class 
G.  Carl   Black,   B.B.E. 

Fifth  Grade 
Virginia  M.  Canan,  B.S. 

Third  Grade 
*Mae  Davidow.  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Mathematics 
*H.  Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

French,  English,  History 
Mary  P.  Farrell,  M.S.,  M.S. 

Jr.-Sr.  High  Low  I  'ision  Class 
*Robert  Clay  Knight,  B.S. 

Junior  High  School 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A. 

English,  Latin,  German 
Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 

Science,  Mathematics 
John  McClintock,  B.S. 

Fifth  Grade 
Constance  Morey 

Sixth  Grade 
Mildred  Murphv 

Fourth  Grade 


Clara  F.  Pollock 

Third  Grade 
R.  Joseph  Reynolds,  B.S. 

Fifth  Grade 
Blanche  Snyder 

Elementary  Low  I  ision  Class 
Minnie  B.  Sprung 

Braille  Coach 
f Constance  Weaver,  A.B. 

Commercial  Subjects 
Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 

Commercial  Subjects 

*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 


The  first  two  Eagle  Scouts  in  Over- 
brook  Troop  123 — Eagle  Scout  Fred 
Berberick  of  Turbotville,  Pa.,  and 
Eagle  Scout  Wayne  Kerstetter  of  New 
Cumberland,  Pa. 
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former   student    on    the    job 
Ediphone  equipment. 


FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Edith  Boone 

Second  Grade 
Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 

Second  Grade 
Phyllis  B.  McCullah,  B.S. 

First  Grade 

LIONS  HALL 

Josephine  F.  Patterson 
Supervisor 

Edna  E.  Bostic,  B.S. 

Reading  Readiness 
Janet  Brokenshire,  A.B. 

Kindergarten 
Mildred  Deitz 

Kindergarten 
Martha  R.  George,  B.S. 

First  Grade 
M.  Virginia  P.  Gill,  B.S. 

Reading  Readiness 

Patricia  A.  Morris,  B.S. 
Kindergarten 


Alice  B.  Stout 

First  Grade 
Edith  B.  Tasker 

Kindergarten 

DAY  NURSERY 

Anne  W.  Moran.  Litt.B. 

Supervisor 
Christine  J.  Cornwell,  B.S. 

Teacher,  and  Asst.  to 

Preschool  Worker 
Harriette  C.  Kerr,  B.S. 

Teacher 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Director 

.  ,      Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 
mth     '      Boys 

Flora  T.  Arthur,  B.S. 
Girls 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

t Harry  N.  Becker 

Senior  High  School  Chorus,  Voice 

Lois  C.  Bitler,  B.S. 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano 

f  Elsie  E.  Bruggeman 
Piano 

*William  A.  Currlin 

Tuning 
*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Organ,  Senior  High 

Chorus,  Music  Appreciation 
*Gerald  E.  McCarthy,  B.M.,  M.S. 

Instruments 
f  *Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library 

Music  Appreciation 
* Shirlev  A.  Trexler 

Cadet 


*  Defective  Vision. 
f  Part-time. 
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MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*John  P.  Boyle 

Woodwork,  Plastics 

*Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 

Basketry,  Crocheting 

*Herbert  Hartung 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

*Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Kn  itting 

fH.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Frederick  M.  Sigafoos 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

*S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Home  Economics,  Sewing 

LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  B.S. 
Librarian 

*Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

Charles  L.  Coombs,  B.S. 
Stereotyper 

PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Emily  R.  Cautilli 
Registrar 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 
Preschool  Worker 

Edith  Nevvlin,  B.S.,  M.A. 
Psychologist 

HOME  TEACHER  TRAINING 

Content  S.  Wright,  B.A. 
Coordinator 

Lillian  E.  Gamble 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

David  Q.  Ewing,  M.D. 
Physician 


Batt'er   Up!  Adapted  regulations  fo> 
soft  ball. 


Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 
Laryngologist 

Elizabeth  Logan 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Loretta  V.  Connor 
Registered  Nurse 

Anna  Dreher 

Assistant  to  Nurse 

Mary  S.  Maher 
Registercd  Nurse 


*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 
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BLIND  STUDENTS  SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 
Marie  C.  Donohue 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
*Juliana  Yu 
Older  Students 

H(  )USEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

( rladys  L.  Webber 
Steward 

Dorothy  Anderson 

Accountant 


Netta  M.  Shafer 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Emma  C.  King 
Matron 

Alma  Abernathy 
Housekeeper 

James  F.  Crane 

Custodian,  Buildings 

Michael  Cronin 
Chief  Engineer 

HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Florence  Smithing 
Girls 


Defective  vision. 


. /;/  early  lesson  in  give  and  lake.  Twt 
future  wrestlers  at  summer  nursery 
taking  a  work-out  on  the  teeter-totter 


14 


Maria  C.  Chielli 
Boys 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Carl  ['.lack 
Boys 

Intermedia  it 
Lillian  Cole 
Girls 

Helen  Mooney 

Boys 

Junior 
Izora  Roush 

Girls 
Emma  P.  Cole 

Boys 
Alary  McMenamin 

Relief  Housemother 
Gertrude  Ashby 

General  Relief 

Friedlander  Hall 
Geneva  C.  McCrea,  R.N. 
Supervisor 


Jane  S.  Eversole 
Girls 

Zelpha  Routt 
Boys 

Lions  Hall 

Lillia  C.  DeLong 

Supervising  Housemother 

Helen  Y.  Grant 

Marian  Gulliford 

Jeannette  C.  Farquhar 

Relief  Housemother 

Jane  Heisler 
Caroline  Moyer 
Anna  G.  Palmer 
Vergie  E.  Schive 
Mary  E.  Stein 


Boy  Seoitts,  Girl  Scouts,  Cub  Scouts, 

and  Brownies  all  enjoy  a  full  program 

of  activities.  Refresh  men  ts  on  the  lawn 

for  the  Brownies. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1955 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash    $    120,253.63 

Tuition  and  State  aid  receivable   136,832.05 

Inventory  of  supplies    6,571.46 

$    263,657.14 

Investments,  at  book  values: 

(Quoted  market  values  $2,586,113) 

Unrestricted  Funds   $1,755,198.90 

Restricted  Funds    87,303.00 

1,842,501.90 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land    $      97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements    $1,943,448.40 

Machinery,   furniture  and   equipment 323,841.72 

$2,267,290.12 

Less — Accrued  depreciation 1,397,280.03 

870,010.09 

967,215.72 
Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits    $      17,271.88 

Prepaid  insurance    4,789.71 

22,061.59 

$3,095.-136.35 
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OYERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1955 

LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 

Current  Liabilities  : 
Accounts   payable    $      57,484.2 1 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School: 

Unrestricted    funds    $3,401,277.83 

Restricted    funds    96,465.43 

$3,497,743-26 
Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation: 

Balance  May  31,  1954  $    ^,2^,()S2.6^ 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,   [955   24,134.89 


548,087.52 

$4,045,830.78 
Deduct — Depreciation  : 

Balance   May  31,    [954    $   979,277.04 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,   1955   28,601.60 


1,007,878.64 


3,037,952.14 


$3,095,436.35 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $1,007,878.64  are  not  identical  with  accrued  deprecia- 
tion of  $1,397,280.03  shown  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of 
prior  years  applied  to  surplus  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus 
was  eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income:                                                                    1955  1954  1953 

Tuition  : 

From  state  appropriation    $417,038.23  $41 1,767.66  $393,791-91 

From  private  pupils   [9,259.06  17,723.00  21,233.10 

Discounts  on  purchases 5-7-44  644.54  621.63 

Miscellaneous    661.19  37785  1,150.66 

$437,485.92  $430,513.05  $416,797.30 

(  )perati  ng  Expenses  : 

Salaries   and   wages    $324,641.72  $281,973.64  $265,157.67 

Food    57,449.91  59,842.1)  1  60,564.48 

Repairs  and  maintenance    1 1,1)65.81  40,958.38  26,635.10 

Heat,   light  and  power    31,21 1.56  25,958.79  28,676.07 

Other  supplies  and  expenses    87,814.40  54,412.86  62,392.62 

$513,083.49  $463,14658  $443,425.94 

Net  Operating  Loss    $  75,5<)7.57  $  32,633.53  $  2(1,628.64 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income   from  investments  and  trust  estates $  85,855.11  $  86,402.42  $  83,136.85 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses..            8,831.85  8,844.04  9,377-7* 

Transfer   from   special    funds    5,045.50  1,705.40  4.707.45 

$  99,732.46  $  97.012.55  $  97,222.01 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  depreciation     $  24,134.89  $  64,379.02  $  70,593.37 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements     $  28,601.60  $  25,925.15  $  25,71)7.00 

Net  income  or  (deficit)  for  the  period $  (4,4(16.71  )  $  38,453.87  $  44,796.37 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1054  to  May  31,  1955 


Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

Balance  May  31,   [954   $3,096,-130.80         $      93,97-2.13 


Ann: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $    252,425.48  $        [,609.00 

Profit  on   sale  of  investments    52.4j1.55  1,582.46 

Income  added  to  principal    2,527.54 

$3,401,277.83  $      99,690.93 

Deduct  : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased  $       2,680.50 

Loans  to  graduates    545-00 

$       3.225-50 

Balance    May   31 ,    1955    $3,401,277.83  $      96,465.-13 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  are  now  enrolled 


No. 

Adams    4 

Berks    3 

I  trad  ford    3 

Rucks    12 

Carbon    2 

Chester  14 

Clinton    2 

Columbia    4 

Cumberland 2 

I  )auphin 10 

Delaware    ^^ 

Franklin T 


No. 

Juniata    

Lackawanna    3 

Lancaster 13 

Lebanon   2 

Lehigh    4 

Luzerne    9 

Lycoming     

Mifflin     1 

Monroe 

Montgomery    22 

Montour 1 

Northampton  7 

Northumberland         4 


No 

Perry    2 

Philadelphia     ...    IOO 

Pike     

Schuylkill   3 

Snyder    

Sullivan    2 

Susquehanna   

Tioga    I 

Union    

Wayne    3 

Wyoming 

York   11 


The  big,  round  world 
is  a  wonderful  place! 
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Graduates  of  the  Class  of  1955 

ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA 

Mary  Aurora  Pauline  Li Bangkok,  Thailand 

Eugene  Richard  Smugeresky Carbondale,  Pa. 

Robert  Norman  Waterstradt,  Jr Hatboro,  Pa. 

GENERAL  DIPLOMA 

Fay  Lorraine  Griffith   Ephrata,  Pa. 

Joseph  Peter  Stabelli   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

VOCATK  >NAL  CERTIFICATE 

Fay  Lorraine  Griffith    Ephrata,  Pa. 

Joseph  Peter  Stabelli   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mary  Lou  Weitzei Moscow,  Pa. 

CLASS  MOTTO 
Effort  is  Success 

CLASS  (  >FFICERS 

President Fay  L.  Griffith 

Vice-President  Joseph    P.  Stabelli 

Secretary    Aurora  P.  Li 

Treasurer  Robert  N.  Waterstradt,  Jr. 

CLASS  GIFT 
Records  for  Music  Appreciation  Classes 

CLASS  COLORS  CLASS  FLOWER 

Blue  and  dray  White  Carnation 
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Fay  Griffith Ephrata,  Pa. 

General  Diploma — Vocational  Certificate  ;  Class  Presi- 
dent i,  3,  4;  Cottage  President  4;  Ben  Jonson  Club  4: 
Ben  Jonson  Club  Play  4;  School  Play  4;  Senior  Choii 
I,  2,  ^;  Home  Economics  Club  2,  },  4  ;  Student  Coun- 
cil  4- 


\ 


Aurora  Li Bangkok,  Thailand 

Academic;  Red  and  White  Staff  1  ;  Senior  Choir  4; 
Valedictorian;  Student  Council  4;  Tri-Hi-Y  2,  3,  4; 
Home  Economics  Club  2,  3,  4. 


\ 


Eugene  Smugereskv Carbondale,  Pa. 

Academic;  ( ).  A.  A.  1,  2,  3,  4;  Hi-Y  1,  2,  3,  4;  Stu- 
dent Council  1,  2,  3,  4;  Red  and  White  3,  4;  Wrestling 
1,  2,  3,  4;  Hen  [onson  Club  3,  4;  lien  Jonson  Play  4; 
School  Play  4.  " 
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Joseph  Stabelli Philadelphia,  Pa. 

General  Diploma — Vocational  Certificate;  O.  A.  A. 
i,  2,  3.  4;  Hi  A"  1.  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Club,  3,  4;  Ben 
Jonson  Play  3,  4;  Cottage  President  4;  Student  Coun- 
cil 2,  3;  School  Play  1,  2;  Wrestling  1.  2. 


Robert  Waterstradt Hatboro,  Pa. 

Academic;    Ben  Jonson   Club   2,   3,   4;    Ben   Jonson 
Play  2,  3,  4;  O.  A.  A.    1,  2,  3,  4;   Hi  A'    1,  2,  3,  4; 

Senior  Choir   1,  2,  3,  4;  School   1 'lay   1,  2,  3;  Student 
Council   2.  3. 


Mary  Lor  Weitzei Moscow,  Pa. 

Vocational;  Tri-Hi-Y  1,  2,  3;  Girl  Scouts  1,  2,  3,  4; 
I  Ionic  Economics  Club  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Club  4; 
Hen  Jonson  Club  Play  4;  Camera  Club  4;  Student 
Council  4;  Self-Help  Club  r.  2,  3,  4;  Safety  Patrol  3, 
4;  Red  and  White  Staff  2.  3,  4. 


V 


1 
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Student  Enrollment  195 3- 1954 


Name 


County 


Name 


County 


Adams,  Patty  Ann Philadelphia 

Adams,  Ronald   Philadelphia 

Anderson,  Estelle Dauphin 

Anderson,  Vivian   Philadelphia 

Appleby,  Joyce Chester 

Arndt,  Chester Lebanon 

Arndt,  Marlin Lancaster 

Arnt,  Frances   Lebanon 

Ashenf elder,  Anna  Mae Delaware 

Attig,   Edward    York 

Austin,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Barwosky,  Ida  May Bucks 

Beam,  Frank   Lackawanna 

Bell,  Kenneth  New  Jersey  (State) 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William Chester 

Berberick,  Frederick Northumberland 

Berninger,  Donna Delaware 

Bissland,  James  Northampton 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowers,  David  Lancaster 

Bowmaster,  Leslie  Bucks 

Bowmaster,  Susan   Bucks 

Boyer,  James   Philadelphia 

Bradley,  Ann  Patricia Montgomery 

Bream,  Carol   Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Bricker,  Mary  Ann  Dauphin 

Brittingham,  Linda Montgomery 

Brown,  Alice  Delaware 

Brown,  Donald Northampton 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,    Margaret    Luzerne 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Burns,  Mark  Chester 

Caine,  Anne   Philadelphia 

Capkin,    Lee    Philadelphia 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Chapman,  Laura   Philadelphia 

Chepress,  Linda Philadelphia 

Clemson,   Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 

Coe.   Carol    Philadelphia 

Collins,  Kathleen Philadelphia 

Condaras,  George   Luzerne 

Courtney,  Eileen   Philadelphia 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann Lancaster 

Crissey,   Arthur    Delaware 

Cummings,  Teresa   Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Cylc,  Ronald   Delaware 

Damiano,  Paulina  Philadelphia 

Dankel,   Eleanor   Lehigh 

Davies,  David Luzerne 


Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

Dennis,  Eugene Chester 

Dieter,  Geraldine   Bucks 

I )ilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dillard,  Constance   Philadelphia 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State) 

Doran,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Dowd,  Patricia  Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette Delaware 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Dugger,   Lorenda    Philadelphia 

Durbin,  Robert  Delaware 

Enck.  Robert Lancaster 

Esposito,  David Philadelphia 

Fair,  Nadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis Delaware 

Farreny.  Nancy New  Jersey  (State) 

Fertig,  Martin Montgomery 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,  Patricia   Montgomery 

Finan,  Timothy Montgomery 

Fioravanti,  John Montgomery 

Foster,  Harry  Delaware 

Frank,  Carol Philadelphia 

Fratini,  Marie Delaware 

Frazier,  Cynthia Montgomery 

Fuchs,  Walter  Philadelphia 

Gallagher,  Kenneth Adams 

Gamble,  Jacqueline    Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Gavioli,  Simone Philadelphia 

Genitsky,  Leonard Lackawanna 

George,  Kay   Mifflin 

Gerhart,  Thomas Bucks 

Getz,  Eileen   Luzerne 

Graham,   Donna    Dauphin 

Green,   Kathleen    Philadelphia 

Gries,  Allen   Wayne 

Gries,  Lena Wayne 

Griffith,  Fay   Lancaster 

Groff,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Gulliford,  Janice  Luzerne 

Halfpenny,  Maureen   Delaware 

Haines,  Melvin   Philadelphia 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hawthorne,  Anneta Dauphin 

Hayes,  Therese  Philadelphia 

Hess,  Larry  Columbia 

Hildenbrand,  Herbert   Delaware 

Hilton,  Mary    Chester 

Hoffman,  Ruth Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian   Philadelphia 

Hoover,  Dolores   Northampton 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Hural,  John   Philadelphia 
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Name  County 

Hyde,   Jeffrey    Lehigh 

Iamurri,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Isgro,   Diane    Philadelphia 

Johnson,  David   Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam Philadelphia 

Johnston,  Joseph Delaware 

Joseph,  John   Montgomery 

Jordon,  Elsie  Philadelphia 

Jubray,  William  Montgomery 

Kamionka,  Rosemarie   Luzerne 

Keefer,  Larry Cumberland 

Keil,   George    Bucks 

Keithley,  Michael Japan  (Country) 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kepler,  Polly Chester 

Kerstetter,  Wayne  York 

Klein,  Janet  Montgomery 

Kline,  Rise   Northampton 

Roller,  Linda   Lancaster 

Kowalski,  Gloria Schuylkill 

Kraczyk,  Eleanor   Philadelphia 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Krell,   Laura    Philadelphia 

Krier,  John Philadelphia 

Kunigel,  Arlene Luzerne 

Kunkel,  Hope Northampton 

Lanzetta,  Linda  Philadelphia 

Lau,  Roberta York 

Law,   Charles    Chester 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 

Legenhausen,  Sandra Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie    Berks 

Lesher,  Linda  Northumberland 

Li,  Aurora Siam  (Country) 

Lineberger,  Archie  Philadelphia 

Liney,   Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Logan.  Joan    Dauphin 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Susan   Montgomery 

Luttenberger,  John   Lancaster 

McCloskey,  Anthony Montgomery 

McDonald,  Sharon Bucks 

McDougall,  Robert   Delaware 

McNeil,  Dennis Philadelphia 

Machise,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Malone,    Susan    Philadelphia 

Mauser,  Joan Dauphin 

Meginley,  Regina   Philadelphia 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Miller,  Gerald   Columbia 

Mitchell,  Marlene New  Jersey  (State) 

Mittelbrunn,  David Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel    Delaware 

Morrow,  John   Lehigh 

Munizza,  Barbara  Philadelphia 

Murray,  Donald Philadelphia 


Same  County 

Muschette,  Leroy   Philadelphia 

Muthard,  William New  Jersey  (State) 

Myers,  J  oseph   Philadelphia 

Napper,  Joyce  Philadelphia 

Xardell,  Patricia Lehigh 

Neiman,  Edgar York 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 

Newman,  William    Philadelphia 

Nickerson,  Hugh   Montgomery 

Nornhold,  James   Dauphin 

Oakes,  Donald Montgomery 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Delaware 

Oliver,  Harry   Bucks 

Oram,  Sharon  Columbia 

Palmer,  Henry   Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  (State) 

Passanante,  Elizabeth  Rose  ....  Philadelphia 

Patterson,    Betty    Franklin 

Pedro,  Joseph Schuylkill 

Pelzer,  Cornshea Philadelphia 

Perella,  Bernard Chester 

Peters,  Glenn  Philadelphia 

Pine,  Barbara New  Jersey  (State) 

Pine,  Richard New  Jersey  (State) 

Powals,  Dorothy Philadelphia 

Powell,  Roderick   Delaware 

Prager,  Sandra   Philadelpbia 

Pratt,  Allison   Montgomery 

Priefert,  William    Philadelphia 

Quay,  Louis Montgomery 

Raymer,  Donna Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Ellen   Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Gerald   Schuylkill 

Reardon,  John    Schuylkill 

Reed,  Catherine Philadelphia 

Reider,  Gary   York 

Ridley,  Charles  York 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Rogers,  George  Berks 

Rosman,  Ned   Lancaster 

Rucker,  Mary  Jo   Philadelphia 

Rusinski.  Robert Montgomery 

Russek,  Frank,  Jr Philadelphia 

Sassaman.  Christine  Berks 

Sautner,  Walter Philadelphia 

Schmid,  Sigrid Philadelphia 

Seibert,  Charles  Lancaster 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Sbanis,  Daniel   Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John  Philadelphia 

Shuey,  Verdun   Dauphin 

Shusterman.  Larry Philadelphia 

Simon,  Janice    Philadelphia 

Sinnott,   Claire    Delaware 

Skelley,  James    Delaware 

Smith.  Christine Chester 

Smith,  Georgianna   Philadelphia 


Name  Comity 

Smith,  James   Philadelphia 

Smith,   Samuel    Montgomery 

Smugeresky,  Eugene   Lackawanna 

Snedeker,  Constance   Delaware 

Sockolosky,  William Schuylkill 

Spiegel,  Nichole  York 

Spotts,  Richard   Bradford 

bprathn,  Micnael   Bucks 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stabelli,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Straley,  William New  Jersey   (State) 

Stoops,  Dana   Perry 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Stroup,  Peggy  Ann  Columbia 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Sweeney,  Stephen   Northumberland 

Swenton,  Martin Lackawanna 

Taraska,  Paul    Philadelphia 

Thompson,  Ronald Delaware 

Tokarowski,  Nancy Delaware 

Tompkins,  Teresa Philadelphia 

Ungate,  Marilyn Delaware 

Usher,   Deborah    Philadelphia 

Valle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Vandenbord,  Marcella Carbon 

Venters,  Robert  Philadelphia 

Wagenf eld,  Barry Philadelphia 

Waker,   Robert    Philadelphia 

Warburton,   Marilyn    Bradford 

Waterstradt,  Robert   Montgomery 

Wreatherby,  Alice Delaware 

Weber,  Walter New  Jersey  (State) 


Xante  County 

Weitzel,  Mary  Lou Lackawanna 

Wenhold,  Barton   Montgomery 

Wertz,  Edwin  York 

Wertz,  John   Perry 

Willard,  JackyLynn   Lancaster 

Williams,  Arnold   Philadelphia 

Wilson,  Kathy Philadelphia 

Windle.  Doris Delaware 

Winters,  John Cumberland 

Wright,  Margaret   Delaware 

Young,  Theodore  Clinton 

/  'eterans  State 

Szyper,  Lawrence   Pennsylvania 

Home  Teachers  State 

Colangelo,  Dorothy  New  York 

DeFabbo,  Frank Pennsylvania 

Demanop,  Tongchai  Sebastian 

Siam  (Country) 

Dreher,  Dolores  Pennsylvania 

Gilpin,   Joy    Missouri 

Ginsberg,  Isadore Pennsylvania 

Graham,  Hilda   New  York 

Horst,  John    Pennsylvania 

Jannetta,   Thomas   Pennsylvania 

Johnson,  Harold  Michigan 

Oswald,  Hedwig New  York 

Papan,  Theresa   Pennsylvania 

Porta,  Regina   Michigan 

Shober,  ( ieorge    Pennsylvania 

Sullivan,  Jean    Michigan 


The  first  pool 
on  the  campus  of 
a  school  for  the 
blind  provides 
recreation  and 
exercise  for 
pupils  at 
Overbrook. 
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Calendar  for  the  School  Year  1955-56 

1955 

September  6 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  22 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  3  130  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November   28 Classes  resume 

December  1^ Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  12:30  P.  M. 

1956 

January  3 Pupils  return 

January  4 Classes  resume 

March  22 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  3:30  P.  M. 

April   2 Pupils  return 

April   3 Classes   resume 

May  17 Spring  Concert,  8:15  P.  M. 

June   8 Achievement  Day,   8  :45  A.  M. 

June  8 Lower  School  Recital,   2  :oo  P.  M. 

June   10 Baccalaureate,  4  :oo  P.  M. 

June   15 Commencement,   10:30  A.  M. 

une    1  ^,    16 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

June  24-28  .  .  .  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  Convention 

July  9-2  1    P  irst  Session  Preschool  Nursery 

July  23-August  4 Second  Session  Preschool  Nursery 


The  coach  slimes  a  senior  wrestler  how 
to  break  a  hold. 


Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possihle,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844 

I  )r.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845-1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry 1847- 1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin 1849- 1888 

Frank  Battles 1888- 1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936- 1945 


Josef  G.  Cauffman IO/45- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania,  the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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Overbrook  School 
for  the  Blind 


Report  ig;;-igj6 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FOURTH  YEAR 


OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue 
Philadelphia  31,  Pennsylvania 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


1955-1956 


Officers 


Patron 
His  Excellency,  Governor  George  M.  Leader 

President 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 

Vice-Presidents 


Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 

(1925) 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

(1948) 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 

(1934) 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Philip  Price 

(1934) 

Allston  Jenkins 

(I930) 

Managers 

Charles  P.  Stokes 

(1934) 

Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

(1950 

Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

(1937) 

Warren  M.  Wells 

(1950 

James  H.  Robins 

(1937) 

Thomas  M.  Rauch 

(1955) 

William  T.  Carter 

(1940) 

W.  Morrow  Roosevelt 

(1955) 

George  A.  Robbins 

(1942) 

Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

(1955) 

Mrs.  Clarence  PI.  Clark 

(1946) 

James  B.  Seelye 

(1955) 

Cooper  Howell 

(1949) 

Alexander  B.  Wheeler 

(1955) 

Following  the  election 

standing  committees  were  appointed  : 
Finance 

Charles  P.  Stokes 

Allston  Jenkins 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 

Philip  Price 

Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

Instruction 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 

Thomas  M.  Rauch 

Cooper  Howell 

Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

James  B. 

Seelye 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Charles  P.  Stokes 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Household 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Cooper  Howell 
W.  Morrow  Roosevelt 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 
Warren  M.  Wells 
Alexander  B.  Wheeler 

Blind  Students  Self -Help  Club 
William  T.  Carter 


Josef  G.  Caufrman,  Principal 


Albert  G.  Cowgill,  Principal  Emeritus 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

of  the 

Members  of  the  Association 

and  to  the  Legislature 


THE  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  feels  very  keenly  the  responsi- 
bility of  caring  adequately  for  the  greatly  increased  enrollment.  The 
problems  of  securing  certified  teachers  and  of  conducting  the  in-service 
training  courses  which  fit  them  to  teach  the  blind,  are  becoming  ever  more 
serious  due  to  the  scarcity  of  available  teachers  in  elementary  classes. 
This  condition  has  assumed  chronic  proportions,  yet  we  have  succeeded 
in  assembling  a  fine  corps  of  professional  workers. 

The  nursery  day  classes  have  completed  the  second  year  and  have 
proven  their  worth  in  assisting  parents  to  solve  preschool  problems  and 
prepare  boys  and  girls  for  entrance  at  the  proper  age  to  obtain  the  best 
results. 

Because  of  the  discovery  that  retrolental  fibroplasia  can  often  be 
prevented  by  the  controlled  use  of  oxygen,  it  is  expected  that  our  present 
enrollment  may  decrease  slightly,  and  that  by  i960  or  1961,  we  should 
begin  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  decline  in  this  cause  of  blindness.  Yet  chil- 
dren in  other  categories  of  blindness  show  an  increase  over  past  years, 
and  although  we  have  enlarged  our  facilities,  we  do  not  feel  that  we  have 
overexpanded. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers and  to  the  loyal  members  of  the  staff  for  their  untiring  efforts  in 
behalf  of  our  blind  pupils.  It  is  their  devotion  which  has  been  responsible 
for  another  successful  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 


Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Braille 
Reading 
Writing 
Language 
Spelling 
Grammar 


English 

Geography 

History 

Speech  Correction 

Arithmetic 

Science 


Nature  Study 

Crafts 

Field  Trips 

Health 

Physical  Education 


Music 

Singing  and  Rhythms 
Piano 

Instruments 
General  Chorus 
Elementary  Chorus 


Humane  Education        Music  Appreciation 


JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


English 

Composition 
Literature 
Grammar 
Speech 

Speech  Correc- 
tion 
Pencil  Writing 

Foreign  Languages 
Latin 
French 
German 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
General 

Mathematics 
Plane  Geometry 
Arithmetic 

Health 
Physical 
Education 

General  Science 

Biology 

Phvsics 


Commercial 

Junior  Business 

Training 
Typewriting 
Bookkeeping 
Office  Practice 
Ediphone 
Salesmanship 

Social  Studies 
American 

History 
Civics 

Current  Events 
Geography 
History — 

Pennsylvania 
World  History 
Occupations 
Consumer 

Education 
Field  Trips 

Tests  and  Meas- 
urements 
Guidance 
Tests 

Religious 

Education 


Orientation 
Manual 

Basketry 

Brush  Making 

Caning 

Ceramics 

Crocheting 

Home  Economics 

Knitting 

Leather  Work 

Machine  Shop 

Magazine 

Agency  Man- 
agement and 
Sales 

Massage 

Plastics 

Sewing 
Hand 
Machine 

Weaving 

Woodwork 

Piano  Tuning 

Switchboard 

Stand  Operation 


Music 
Chorus 
Choir 
Glee  Club 
Harmony 
Theory 
History  and 

Appreciation 
Instruments 
Organ 
Piano 
Voice 
Music  Braille 

Special  Activities 

School  Paper 

Scouting 

Dramatics 

Dancing 

Student  Council 

Swimming 

Roller  Skating 

Intra-mural 
sports   (base- 
ball— bowling 
—football- 
track — swim- 
ming 

Clubs  (Hi-Y, 
Tri-Hi-Y, 
Music,  etc.) 

Inter-scholastic 
sports  (wres- 
tling— track) 


Report  of  the  Principal 

to  the 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 

Educating  blind  youth  is  not  ever  a  one-man  job.  It  takes  a  com- 
munity of  experts  to  accomplish  this  task  adequately.  From  housemother 
and  nurse,  to  doctor  and  teachers,  the  accent  is  on  the  word  specialist  in 
the  field  for  the  blind.  Housemothers  must  know  the  latent  talents,  abilities, 
and  ambitions  as  well  as  the  physical  limitations  of  her  charges,  if  she  is 
to  prepare  them  for  worthy  home  membership. 

The  nurse  and  doctor  must  understand  the  peculiar  needs  of  the 
sightless  child  in  regard  to  dietetics,  proper  exercise,  sleeping  habits,  eye 
conditions,  and  general  health,  if  they  are  to  restore  vigor,  promote  proper 
health  habits,  and  advise  on  personal  problems. 

Teachers  very  obviously  must  understand  the  psychological  problems 
of  blindness,  the  philosophy  of  special  education,  be  proficient  in  the  pupils' 
written  language,  Braille,  and  be  continuously  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
supplementing  the  lack  of  physical  sight  by  expanding  their  knowledge 
by  all  concrete  methods  available  or  imaginable.  The  results  of  patient, 
continuous  effort  in  this  field  brings  the  worker  satisfactions  which  cannot 
be  apprized  in  monetary  terms. 

With  these  facts  in  mind,  it  seems  to  be  appropriate  that  some  of 
the  major  departments  concerned  with  the  social,  educational,  and  health 
problems  be  permitted  to  make  their  reports  for  this  annual  publication. 
Absent  from  the  reports  is  an  accounting  of  the  long  hours  devoted  self- 
lessly  to   the  pupils1   welfare   and   growth,   the   continual   search    for  new 
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Understanding  the  Atom 


and  better  methods  and  materials,  the  continuous  counselling  with  chil- 
dren concerning  their  personality  development,  social  behaviour,  and  aca- 
demic or  vocational  achievement.  Reports  at  best  concern  themselves  with 
enumerating  achievements  and  materials.  The  reader  must  supply  the 
imagination  to  translate  them  into  the  every-day  activity  in  which  the 
staff  of  sixty-one  professionals  in  the  academic  field  and  twenty-two  house- 
mothers, supplemented  by  medical,  dental,  secretarial,  household,  engi- 
neering, janitorial,  et  cetera,  together  with  three  hundred  and  fourteen 
children  attempt  to  fulfill  the  goals  of  our  school  which  in  the  language 
of  our  stated  philosophy  is: 

"Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,  founded  in  1832,  is  pledged  to 
develop  in  its  students  those  qualities  of  body,  mind,  and  spirit  which 
will  enable  them  to  meet  the  growing  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship 
in  a  self-governing  society;  to  develop  emotionally  secure  individuals  who 
will  achieve  happiness  through  independence  and  a  realization  of  personal 
worth;  to  develop  the  attitudes  and  interests  that  will  provide  religious 
and  moral  values  in  the  individual;  to  develop  the  ability  to  participate 
in  the  world  of  the  sighted  by  gaining  independence  and  happiness  by 
conforming  to  the  manners  of  seeing  people." 


An  Ugly  Duckling  Is  Hatched 
From  "Hans  Christian  Andersen" 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL 


On  September  7  we  began  our  124th  year  with  a  few  over  300  boys 
and  girls,  our  largest  enrollment  to  date.  Our  staff  of  fifty-eight  teachers 
met  for  a  two  day  institute  before  the  pupils  arrived,  to  make  plans  for 
another  school  year.  As  usual,  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  academic  pro- 
gram so  that  pupils  who  wish  to  pursue  higher  education  are  able  to  do  so. 
The  industrial  arts  department  continues  to  grow  in  interest  and  in  num- 
bers. The  music  department  offers  voice,  instrumental  instruction,  piano, 
organ,  chorus,  appreciation,  theory,  harmony,  and  tuning.  The  physical 
education  department  provides  for  the  physical  growth  of  the  boys  and 
girls,  and  offers  a  well-planned  program. 

The  students  of  the  junior-senior  high  school  presented  their  annual 
play  WHAT  A  LIFE  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  22  in  the  school 
auditorium.  The  audience  was  entertained  by  a  good  performance. 

Two  big  events  which  take  place  each  year  in  the  athletic  department 
are  the  wrestling  and  track  tournaments  sponsored  by  the  Eastern  Ath- 
letic Association  for  the  Blind.  Twelve  schools  in  the  East  have  member- 
ship in  the  association  and  participate  in  the  activities.  The  wrestling 
tournament  was  held  at  the  Connecticut  School  at  Hartford  in  February. 
Eleven  schools  took  part  and  Overbrook  accumulated  32  points  to  take 
6th  place.  Roland  Clough  took  first  place  in  the  145  pound  class  and 
Charles  Seibert  took  first  place  in  the  heavyweight  class.  The  track  tourna- 
ment was  held  at  New  York  Institute  in  New  York  City  in  May  with 
nine  teams  participating.  Overbrook  took  fifth  place  with  8  points.  Donald 
Brown  took  first  place  in  the  50  yard  dash  and  second  place  in  the  75 
yard  dash. 

On  Friday  morning,  December  9,  at  5  :oo  o'clock,  the  Spirit  of  Christ- 
mas was  ushered  in  by  the  Dunn  Cottage  carolers.  These  girls  after  much 
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Learning  by  Hearing 


rehearsing  visited  the  different  cottages  and  the  residence  of  the  prin- 
cipal. Their  melodious  voices  resounded  through  the  cloisters  and  spread 
the  feeling  of  good  will  to  all.  On  December  15,  the  Christmas  program, 
with  the  orchestra,  the  elementary  and  senior  choruses  participating, 
climaxed  a  very  joyous  occasion. 

The  fairy-tale  world  of  Hans  Christian  Andersen  came  to  Overbrook 
in  May.  As  the  ugly  duckling,  the  emperor  and  Thumbelina  appeared  on 
the  stage  the  capacity  audience  was  charmed  by  the  tales  of  Hans  Christian 
Andersen,  and  the  performance  of  the  cast.  The  lilting  tunes  sung  by  the 
elementary  and  senior  high  choruses  added  to  the  enchantment  of  an 
evening  spent  in  fairy  land. 

Achievement  Day  came  on  Friday,  June  8,  when  more  than  one  hun- 
dred prizes  and  awards  were  given  to  the  pupils  who  met  the  various 
qualifications.  This  was  a  red  letter  day  for  a  great  many  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  received  scholarship,  music,  crafts,  athletic,  and  citizenship 
awards. 

As  the  year  drew  to  a  close  we  paid  tribute  to  our  seniors  at  the 
annual  Baccalaureate  Service  and  Commencement.  The  sermon  was  de- 
livered by  the  Reverend  Ralph  W.  Wolfgang,  a  graduate  of  Overbrook 
and  presently  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  at  Columbia,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  sermon  was  most  inspiring  and  the  music  of  the  chorus 
contributed  to  the  beauty  of  the  service. 

We  were  honored  to  have  as  our  guest  speaker  for  Commencement 
Miss  Pearl  Buck,  distinguished  novelist  and  lecturer.  Her  address  was 
most  interesting  and  the  exercises  will  long  be  remembered. 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  Assistant  Principal 


Thumbelina  and  Hans  Christian 
A  ndersen 

Hans   Christian   Andersen   in   Song 
and  Story  presented  in  May  1956 


REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

The  following  boys  and  girls  answered  the  September  call  for 
membership  in  the  Safety  Patrol,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Keystone 
x\utomobile  Club  of  Philadelphia  : 


S.  Gamble 
G.  Reider 
E.  Clemson 
H.  Palmer 
E.  Jordan 
R.  LeCompte 
R.  McDougall 
M.  E.  Hilton 


Klaus  Senss  J.  Bower 

D.  Bowers  R.  Spotts 
J.  Horner                          H.  Gries 
W.  Sautner                        K.  Garrett 
G.  Lomax                          N.  Fair 

E.  Cavna  H.  Nickerson 
J.  Skelley                           W.  Jubray 
B.  Monroe 

The  group  elected  E.  Cavna  as  its  captain,  and  he  held  the  position 
until  he  was  forced  to  resign  because  of  studies.  Walter  Sautner  and  Karl 
Garrett  assumed  the  responsibility  for  keeping  the  patrol  in  line  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  patrol  did  a  good  job  in  aiding  and  direct- 
ing the  students  during  the  school  day.  As  a  result,  the  members  were 
invited  to  attend  a  big  league  baseball  game  in  May  at  the  expense  of 
the  Keystone  Automobile  Club. 

Hallowe'en  at  Overbrook  is  a  time  of  great  activity.  Cottages  are 
decorated  by  the  boys  and  girls  and  plans  for  parties  are  made.  The  gym- 
nasium received  a  fresh  consignment  of  spooks  and  goblins  and  jack  o1 
lanterns  in  readiness  for  the  Grand  March.  The  children,  large  and  small, 


Class  in  Travel 
and  Orientation 


look,  forward  to  receiving  prizes  for  the  most  original  costume,  the  pretti- 
est, and  the  most  comical.  After  the  March  the  students  return  to  their 
cottages  where  games  and  refreshments  are  enjoyed.  The  older  boys  and 
girls  from  White  Hall  and  Dunn  Cottage  remain  in  the  gymnasium  for 
a  dance,  followed  by  refreshments. 

At  Open  House  held  in  November  of  each  year  the  public  is  invited 
to  visit  classes  and  shops.  The  visitors  enjoyed  watching  the  children  at 
work.  A  chapel  program  was  conducted  by  two  seniors,  the  students  sang, 
and  the  orchestra  played  two  numbers,  which  concluded  the  evening's  pro- 
gram. Many  of  our  old  friends  took  advantage  of  visiting  again,  and 
some  new  friends  were  greeted. 

This  year,  as  usual,  Memorial  Day  chapel  service  was  conducted 
and  classes  were  in  session  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  different  ath- 
letic contests  which  the  boys  and  girls  enjoy  were  staged.  These  contests 
included  baseball,  swimming,  and  some  roller  skating.  A  faculty-student 
baseball  game  was  played,  with  the  older  boys  supplying  the  competition 
for  the  "old"  men.  An  outdoor  supper  and  a  community  sing  in  the  audi- 
torium conducted  by  Mr.  Knight,  Mr.  Ege,  and  Mr.  McCarthy  concluded 
the  day's  activities. 

The  school  paper,  the  RED  AND  WHITE,  is  published  in  Novem- 
ber, March,  and  June.  Pupils  in  the  elementary,  junior-senior  high  school 
contribute  articles,  poems,  short  stories,  club  news,  cottage  news,  Scout 
and  Student  Council  information,  and  reports  of  special  chapel  services. 
The  editor  for  1955-56  was  Donna  J.  Graham  who  is  now  attending 
Beaver  College  on  a  scholarship.  Mr.  Burleigh  D.  Koenemann  is  the 
paper's  sponsor. 

George  N.  McCrea,  Administrative  Assistant 


Dining  Room — Lion's  Hall 


REPORT  OF  THE  PSYCHOLOGIST 

The  general  plan  of  the  work  of  the  psychologist  has  not  changed 
during  the  years,  hut  details  show  some  variation.  Intelligence  tests  are 
given  to  each  pupil  as  far  as  is  possible  at  these  periods:  on  application, 
or  when  entered;  again  in  the  4th  grade,  6th  grade,  8th  or  9th  grade, 
Sophomore  year,  and  in  the  year  the  student  finishes  at  Overbrook. 

If  for  any  reason  questions  about  his  work  or  plans  for  advanced 
work  upon  leaving  Overbrook  need  clarifying,  new  intelligence  tests  are 
given  to  learn  how  best  to  plan  for  him.  Usually  there  is  a  close  correla- 
tion between  the  student's  progress  in  school  and  his  rating  on  the  tests. 
With  consistently  good  students,  the  rating  on  the  I.Q.  may  improve  as 
they  progress  in  school.  This  is  because  they  have  made  up  the  losses 
sustained  in  mental  development  due  to  a  handicap.  In  this  school  where 
provisions  are  made  for  the  blind  student  to  accomplish  as  much  as  a 
sighted  student  in  academic  courses,  the  student  can  rate  very  high  and 
show  his  ability  later  in  college  competition. 

Formerly  there  was  not  a  variety  of  intelligence  tests  which  could 
be  used  for  the  blind,  but  now  Wechsler  has  three  good  tests  which  are 
very  satisfactory  for  testing  blind  students. 

The  Hayes-Binet  test  is  being  revised  to  eliminate  the  excessive  num- 
ber of  rote  memory  tests,  which  the  mentally  retarded  children  can  do 
well  enough  to  raise  their  rating  mentally  on  the  test  to  a  figure  above 
their  ability.  It  will  be  more  nearly  valid  when  revised. 

Achievement  tests  are  given  each  year  to  all  students  of  4th  grade 
through  the  senior  high  school  classes.  Since  Overbrook  has  a  9th  grade 
and  a  Freshman  Class,  the  latter  is  considered  as  the  beginning  class  of 
the  senior  high,  in  the  program  of  testing. 

Some  statistics  will  give  the  scope  of  the  use  made  of  achievement 
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tests.  This  year  594  achievement  tests  were  given  to  grades  4th  through 
6th;  to  the  grades  7th  through  9th,  352  tests  were  given;  to  the  students 
in  the  four  years  of  high  school,  96  tests  were  given,  but  each  of  these 
tests  was  a  booklet,  with  120  questions  in  English,  with  a  total  of  300 
questions  in  all  four  subjects,  including  Mathematics,  Science,  and  Social 
Studies.  Total,  1042  tests,  for  which  several  new  stencils  had  to  be  made. 

Bi-manual  tests  were  given  to  three  blind  men  who  came  to  ascertain 
if  they  were  talented  in  such  skills  as  needed  to  repair  a  piano  or  to  work 
with  things  that  require  manipulation. 

The  Bell  inventory  test  was  given  to  all  seniors.  This  is  a  test  to 
show  emotional  attitudes  in  various  situations.  This  test  in  Braille  is  much 
enjoyed  by  the  students  and  they  appear  to  be  more  objective  in  think- 
ing of  their  attitudes,  likes,  and  dislikes. 

Edith  Newlin,  Psychologist 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

Whatever  the  occupation,  service  is  the  major  aim  for  successful 
operation.  To  this  end  we  dedicate  our  faculties  in  three  main  areas:  head, 
heart,  and  hands.  Our  minds  are  alive  to  the  demands  and  the  possibility 
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of  supplying  suitable  materials.  Our  hearts  are  full  of  concern  for  each 
individual  and  his  interests.  Our  hands  are  supplied  with  an  abundance 
of  material  to  suit  the  diverse  needs. 

The  wide  range  of  library  service  to  teachers  and  pupils  provides 
a  variety  of  interest.  The  days  seldom  blossom  into  "outstanding  events," 
but  slowly  unfolding  buds  of  interest  and  achievement  fulfill  a  sense  of 
useful  service. 

One  deviation  in  library  practice  is  that  of  having  children  read  aloud. 
It  gives  a  slow  or  nervous  reader  more  practice  and  confidence.  Read- 
ing to  one  person  is  easier  than  reading  before  a  roomful  of  classmates. 
"I  read  better  for  you  than  I  do  in  class."  "I  do  not  have  a  chance  to 
read  in  class  as  much  as  I  would  like."  "I  like  to  read  hard  books  because 
I  learn  new  words  and  how  to  spell  them.1'  Sometimes  this  gives  the 
librarian  an  inside  look  at  a  book  he  might  not  otherwise  have  time  to 
know  except  by  review  or  book  notes. 

At  a  higher  level  there  are  those  who  say  they  read  Braille  too 
slowly  for  easy  comprehension,  but  find  themselves  surprisingly  quickened 
by  a  story  of  intense  feeling  like,  "The  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey"  (two  vol- 
umes). On  the  other  hand  there  are  students  who  desire  to  read  works  by 
the  ten  greatest  authors  or  recommended  classics  and  will  read  readily 
eight  to  fifteen  volumes.  Both  reactions  to  library  reading  are  welcome. 
Bursts  of  enthusiasm  about  reading  and  about  our  fine  collection  do  occur. 
Donna  Graham's  editorial  on  reading  "The  American  Folly"  in  the  Febru- 
ary RED  AND  WHITE  is  especially  rewarding.  Browsing  is  encouraged 
at  all  levels.  It  opens  up  new  fields  of  interest. 

Questions  for  research  are  widely  varied:  textiles  and  transcenden- 
talism to  tsetse  Hies,  Freud  to  fastnacht,  snooker  to  scoptophobia.  As  a 
side  line  the  librarian  supplies  an  additional  sounding  board,  safety  valve, 
and  retreat  for  disturbed  children.  Patches  for  scratches  and  thread  for 
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stitches  are  handy  also.  They  help  establish  contact  and  win  confidence. 

This  year  a  concentrated  effort  was  made  to  discover  and  overcome 
the  extent  to  which  background  literature  of  tales  and  legends  has  been 
omitted  from  the  elementary  readers  in  current  use,  using  achievement 
tests  as  a  measure  of  what  children  are  deprived  of  in  modern  readers. 
A  careful  comparison  was  made  between  the  contents  of  new  readers  and 
those  of  a  few  years  ago.  The  children  and  teachers  have  expressed  pleas- 
ure and  satisfaction  in  the  weekly  readings  by  Mr.  Kerr  of  the  selections 
that  seemed  most  important  or  most  likely  to  be  omitted  from  the  chil- 
dren's experience.  The  cooperation  of  the  administration,  through  Mr. 
Kerr,  made  this  contribution  possible.  The  teachers  also  read  aloud  to 
make  up  for  the  deficiency  of  modern  readers.  This  activity  has  stimu- 
lated reading  of  these  "classics, "  but  the  lack  of  these  stories  in  Braille  II 
hampers  us. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  toward  gathering  vertical  file  pamphlet 
material  for  use  by  teachers,  as  aids  related  to  curriculum  work. 

All  the  reading  for  information,  the  book  selection  and  orders,  the 
preparation  of  books  for  circulation,  classification  and  cataloging  and 
circulation  operations  are  included  in  the  routine. 

Statistics  for  the  period: 


i.   Accession: 

Print    119 

Braille   109 

Talking  Book 12 

Tape  Recordings  ....  39 
2.    Circulation: 

Braille 35°4 

Talking  Book 259 

From  Free  Library  and  others: 

Braille   112 

Talking  Books 85 


Text — Print  127 
Titles — 25  pamphlet  titles 
Titles — 12  Reader's  Digests 

Dunning  Fund  Books — 37  print 

Print   691 

Tapes    34 
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3.  Number    of   borrowers    of    Braille    and    Talking    Books    (Stu- 
dents)   1 6 1 . 

4.  Books  mended — 16. 

5.  New   catalog   cards   made:    Braille — 489;    Print    581,   Talking 
Books  43. 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  Librarian 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  year  was  characterized  by  a  number  of  accidents,  some  to  star! 
members,  which  required  hospitalization  from  thirty  to  sixty  days  in  a 
few  cases  in  the  infirmary.  The  usual  childhood  diseases,  measles  and 
mumps,  and  respiratory  difficulties  accounted  for  the  rest  of  the  bed  cases. 
Altogether  501  physical  examinations  were  made  by  Dr.  Ewing;  442  Salk 
vaccine  inoculations  were  given;  1530^  patient  days  were  spent  in  the 
infirmary;  26,910  treatments  were  given  in  the  dispensaries;  329  eye  exam- 
inations were  made  by  Dr.  Dry;  357  dental  examinations  were  made  by 
Dr.  Dennis,  281  fillings,  23  cement  linings,  51  extractions,  mostly  of  baby 
teeth,  10  treatments  to  the  gums,  and  tartar  scaled  from  the  teeth  of  5 
students. 

This  report  does  not  include  the  clinic  visitations  off  campus  or  hos- 
pitalization at  Wills  Hospital  or  other  services  performed  at  our  request 
by  other  agencies.  The  outstanding  part  of  this  report  is  the  increased 
work  which  has  resulted  in  the  medical  department  from  the  enrollment 
growth. 
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The  Principal's  report  is  essentially  the  report  of  the  staff  as  it 
relates  to  the  welfare  and  activity  of  the  children.  The  financial  state- 
ment contained  in  this  report  is  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  who 
always  behind  the  scenes,  guide  the  destiny  of  the  school,  oversee  the 
supervision,  provide  the  funds,  and  give  many  hours  of  their  time  to  the 
management  of  this,  one  of  the  oldest,  largest,  and  most  famous  schools 
for  the  blind  on  this  continent.  The  testimony  of  graduates,  Alumni  and 
Alumnae  together,  is  that  without  the  devoted  teaching,  kindly  guidance, 
and  continuous  interest  of  their  alma  mater,  they  would  have  been  unable 
to  make  the  successful  adjustments  to  the  world  at  large  and  to  achieve 
the  success  they  have  in  fields  of  home-maker,  small  business  man,  osteo- 
path, educator,  factory  worker,  politician,  missionary,  and  many  other 
occupations,  almost  too  numerous  to  mention.  We  point  with  pride  to 
these  people  who  are  the  justification  for  our  continued  effort  in  the  field 
of  education  of  the  blind. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 
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Faculty  and  Staff 
1956-1957 


PRINCIPAL'S  OFFICE 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Assistant  Principal 
George  N.  McCrea,  B.A.,  M.S. 

Administrative  Assistant 
Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 
Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Norma  Aleck,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 
Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.R.,  M.A. 

Social  Studies 
Flora  T.  Arthur,  B.S. 
Sixth  Grade 
^Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 
Special  Class 
Virginia  M.  Canan,  B.S. 
Third  Grade 
*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Mathematics 
*H.  Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

French,  English,  History 

Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Jr.-Sr.  High  Low  Vision  Class 
Henry  B.  Harbage,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Fourth  Grade 
JohnH.  Hoag.A.B. 

Sixth  Grade 
*Robert  Clay  Knight,  B.S. 

Junior  High  School 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A. 

English,  Latin,  German 
Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 

Science,  Mathematics 
Mildred  Murphy 

Fourth  Grade 


Clara  F.  Pollock 

Third  Grade 
R.  Joseph  Reynolds,  B.S. 

Sixth  Grade 
Blanche  Snyder 

Elementary  Low  Vision  Class 
Minnie  B.  Sprung 

Braille  Coach 
f Constance  Weaver,  A.B. 

Commercial  Subjects 
Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 

Fifth  Grade 
Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 

Commercial  Subjects 

*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 
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Trouble  with  the  Bass 

FRIEDLANDER  HALL 
Josephine  F.  Patterson 

Supervisor 
Edith  Boone 

Second  Grade 
Evelyn  Kaufman,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Second  Grade 
Alice  B.  Stout 

First  Grade 

LIONS  HALL 

Josephine  F.  Patterson 

Supervisor 
Martha  R.  George,  B.S. 

First  Grade 
Theresa  G.  Miller,  B.S. 

First  Grade 
Edna  B.  Morgan,  B.S. 

First  Grade 
Patricia  A.  Morris,  B.S. 

Kindergarten 
Janet  B.  Ross,  A.B. 

Kindergarten 
Maria  L.  Sarin 

/\  indergarten 


Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  B.S. 

Kindergarten 
Ann  Stewart,  B.S. 

Reading  Readiness 
Elinor  K.  Walden,  B.A. 

Reading  Readiness 

DAY  NURSERY 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 

Supervisor 

Christine  J.  Cornwell,  B.S. 

Teacher,  and  Asst.  to 

Preschool  Worker 
Harriette  C.  Kerr 

Teacher 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Director 
Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 

Boys 
Jean  Smedley,  B.S. 

Girls 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 
f  Harry  N.  Becker 

Senior  High  School  Chorus,  Voice 

Lois  C.  Bitler,  B.S. 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano 
f  Elsie  E.  Bruggeman 

Piano 
*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Organ,  Senior  High 

Chorus,  Music  Appreciation 

t*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library 
Music  Appreciation 

*  Myron  E.  Ness 

Tuning 

*  Shirley  A.  Trexler 

Cadet 

*  Philip  A.  Tyrrell,  B.S.Mus.Ed. 

Instruments 


*  Defective  Vision. 
f  Part-time. 
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MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

♦John  P.  Boyle 

Woodwork,  Plastics 

♦Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 
Basketry,  Crocheting 

♦  Herbert  Hartung 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

♦Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Knitting 

fH.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

♦Koichiro  Ogawa 

Massage 
Frederick  M.  Sigafoos 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

♦S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Home  Economics,  Sewing 

LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  B.S. 
Librarian 

♦Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

♦Charles  L.  Coombs,  B.S. 
Stereotyper 

PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Emily  R.  Cautilli 
Registrar 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 
Preschool  Worker 

Edith  Newlin,  B.S.,  M.A. 
Psychologist 

HOME  TEACHER  TRAINING 

Content  S.  Wright.   B.A. 
Coordinator 

Lillian  E.  Gamble 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Morris  L.Yoder,  M.D. 

Physician 


Pupil  Meets  Louis  Braille 


Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 

Ophthalmologist 
William  Hewson,  M.D. 

Laryngologist 
Elizabeth  Logan 

Pathologist 
Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 

Dentist 
Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 

Dermatologist 
Mary  S.  Maher 

Registered  Nurse 
Winifred  M.  Cunningham 

Registered  Nurse 
Rebecca  Moscovitz 

Registered  Nurse 
Mary  Lou  Weitzel 

Assistant  to  Nurse 


*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 
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BLIND  STUDENTS  SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 
Anne  Nevin 
Grace  Rotella 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
*Juliana  Yu 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 
Steward 

Dorothy  Anderson 
Accountant 


Netta  M.  Shafer 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Emma  C.  King 
Matron 

Sallie  A.  Kressley 
Housekeeper 

James  F.  Crane 

Custodian,  Buildings 

Michael  Cronin 
Chief  Engineer 

HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Florence  Smithing 
Girls 


*  Defective  vision. 
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Maria  C.  Chielli 
Boys 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Denny 
Boys 

Intermediate 
Lillian  Cole 
Girls 

Elizabeth  A.  Todd 

Boys 

Junior 
Izora  Roush 

Girls 
Emma  P.  Cole 

Boys 
Mary  McMenamin 

Relief  Housemother 

General  Relief 

Friedlander  Hall 
Geneva  C.  McCrea,  R.N. 
Supervisor 


Helen  Y.  Grant 
Girls 

S.  Elizabeth  Friemel 
Boys 

Lions  Hall 

Agnes  M.  Scalella 

Supervising  Housemother 

Elizabeth  Edwards 

Jeannette  C.  Farquhar 

Marian  Gulliford 

Caroline  Mover 

Irene  P>.  Mumma 

Relief  Housemother 

Anna  G.  Palmer 
Vergie  E.  Schive 


— Courtesy   Main    Line    Times 

Lesson  on  the  Bassoon 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1956 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash    $    193.493-15 

Tuition  and  State  aid  receivable 161,982.38 

Inventory  of  supplies 6,947.94 

$    362,423.47 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 

(Quoted  market  values  $2,859,276) 

Unrestricted  Funds   $1,801,379.37 

Restricted  Funds 93,883.04 

1,895,262.41 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land    $      97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements $1,043,448.40 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment 323,841.72 

$2,267,290.12 

Less — Accrued  depreciation   1,428,450.72 

838,839.40 

936,045.03 
Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits $      17,271.88 

Prepaid  insurance    3,650.63 

20,922.51 


$3,214,653.42 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1956 

LIABILITIES  AXD  CAPITAL 

Current  Liabilities  : 

Accounts   payable    $      67,841.19 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School  : 

Unrestricted  funds   $3,447,458.30 

Restricted  funds   102,352.59 


$3,549,810.89 


Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31 ,  1955 $    548,087.52 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  [956 87,963.15 

636,050.67 


$4,185,861.56 


Deduct — 1  >epreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  [955 $1,007,878.64 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1956 31,170.69 

1,039,049-33 


3,146,812.23 


$3,214,653.42 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $1,039,049.33  are  not  identical  with  accrued  deprecia- 
tion of  $1,428,450.72  shown  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of 
prior  years  applied  to  surplus  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus 
was  eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income  :                                                                       1956  1955  1954 

Tuition  : 

From  state  appropriation   $498,729.13  $417,038.23  $41 1,767.66 

From  private  pupils   19,580.22  19,259.06  17,723.00 

Discounts  on  purchases   608.15  527.44  644.54 

Miscellaneous   383.35  661.19  377-85 

$519,300.85  $437,485.92  $430,513.05 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages  $349,570.65  $324,641.72  $281,973.64 

Food   58,994-75  574-19-91  59,842.91 

Repairs  and  maintenance 29,208.83  1 1,965.81  40,958.38 

Heat,  light  and  power  33,034.44  31,211.56  25,958.79 

Other  supplies  and  expenses j^,2^j.2t,  87,814.49  54,412.86 

$546,045.90  $513,083.49  $463,146.58 

Net  Operating  Loss  $  26,745.05  $  75.597-57  $  32,633.53 

Nox -Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $100,674.75  $  85,855.11  $  86,462.42 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses.  .          12,332.01  8,831.85  8,844.64 

Transfer  from  special  funds 1,701.44  5,045.50  1,705.49 

$114,708.20  $  99,732.46  $  97,012.55 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  depreciation.  .     $  87,963.15  $  24,134.89  $  64,379.02 

Depreciation  (if  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements     $  31,170.69  $  28,601.60  $  25,925.15 

Net  income  or  (deficit)  for  the  period $  56,792.46  $   (4,466.71  )  $  38,453.87 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1955  to  May  31,  1956 


Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

Balance  May  31,  1955 $3,401,277.83         $      96,465.43 


Add: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $      34,219.57  $       6,043.15 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments 11 ,960.90  532-54 

Income  added  to  principal 1 ,892.24 

$3,447,458.30  $    i04,933-36 

Deduct  : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased $       2,485.77 

Loans  to  graduates  95-00 

$        2,580.77 

Balance  May  31,  1956 $3,447,458.30  $    102,352.50 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  are  now  enrolled : 


No. 

Adams    4 

Berks    3 

Bradford    3 

Bucks    12 

Carbon    2 

Chester 14 

Clinton    2 

Columbia    4 

Cumberland 2 

Dauphin   10 

Delaware    35 

Franklin   T 


No. 

Juniata    

Lackawanna    3 

Lancaster 12 

Lebanon   2 

Lehigh    4 

Luzerne    8 

Lycoming     

Mifflin     1 

Monroe 

Montgomery    21 

Montour 1 

Northampton     .  .  .  .    7 
Northumberland      .    4 


No. 

Perry    2 

Philadelphia     99 

Pike    1 

Schuylkill 3 

Snyder    1 

Sullivan    2 

Susquehanna   

Tioga    1 

Union   

Wayne    3 

Wyoming 

York   11 


Nurserv  School  Buckaroo 
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Commencement  Program 

Friday,  June  15,  1956 — 10:30  a.m. 


Processional 

C.  Robert  Ege,  Organist 

Star  Spangled  Banner School  and  Audience 


Invocation The  Rev.  Alv'xn  Duane  Smith,  S.T.D. 

Pastor,  Overbrook  Presbyterian  Church 

Chorus:  "Build  Thee  More  Stately  Mansions" Mark  Andrews 

Essay:  "Build  Thee  More  Stately  Mansions" Marilyn  E.  IVarburton 


Chorus:  "Somebody's  Coming" Norman  Dello  Joio 

From  "The  Tall  Kentuckian" 


Address  :  "How  To  Enjoy  Life" Pearl  S.  Buck,  Novelist  and  Lecturer 

Presentation  of  Diplomas  and  Certificates Charles  J.  Biddle,  President 

School  Song  :  "Overbrook" The  School 

Recessional 
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Graduates  of  the  Class  of  1956 

ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA 

Ronald  Adams Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Donna  Jeannine  Graham Middletown,  Pa. 

Janice  Gulliford Nanticoke,  Pa. 

Marlene  Marcella  Mitchell Fairview,  X.  J. 

Edgar  John  Neiman York,  Pa. 

Marcella  Mary  Vandenbord Jim  Thorpe,  Pa. 

Marilyn  Elaine  Warburton Wyalusing-,  Pa. 

GENERAL  DIPLOMA 

Frederick  Joseph  Berberkk,  Jr Turbotville,  Pa. 

Wayne  Albert  Kerstetter New  Cumberland,  I  'a. 

Charles  Leo  Seibert Columbia,  Pa. 

Claire  Anne  Sinnott LJpper  Darby,  Pa. 

VOCATIONAL  CERTIFICATE 

Frederick  Joseph  Berberkk,  Jr Turbotville,  Pa. 

Leonard  Robert  Genitsky Throop,  Pa. 

Wayne  Albert  Kerstetter New  Cumberland,  Pa. 

Marlene  Marcella  Mitchell Fairview,  X.  J. 

Edgar  John  Neiman York,  Pa. 

Claire  Anne  Sinnott Upper  Darby,  Pa. 

Marcella  Mary  Vandenbord Jim  Thorpe,  Pa. 

Marilyn  Elaine  Warbltrton Wyalusing,  Pa. 

CLASS  MOTTO 

Tu  ne  cede  malis,  sed  contra  audentior  ito. 
Yield  thou  not  to  adversity,  but  press  on  the  more  bravely. 

CLASS  OFFICERS 

/'resident Charles  L.  Seibert 

/  'ice-President       Ronald  Adams 

Secretary Donna  J.  Graham 

Treasurer Marlene  M.  Mitchell 

CLASS  GIFT 
American  Beauty  Roses 

CLASS  COLORS  CLASS  FLOWER 

Blue  and  White  White  Rose 
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Ronald  Adams Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Academic ;  Class  President  2 ;  Class  Vice-Presi- 
dent 4;  Student  Council  President  4;  Student  Council 
Secretary  2 ;  School  Play  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Club  3, 
4;  Ben  Jonson  Play  3,  4;  O.  A.  A.  2,  3;  Hi-Y  1,  2, 
3,  4;  French  Affiliation  3,  4;  Track  2,  3,  4. 


Donna  Jeannine  Graham,  Middletown,  Pa. 

Academic  ;  Class  Secretary  4  ;  Student  Council  3  ; 
Home  Economics  Club  4 ;  Red  and  White  Editor 
4;  Pen  Jonson  Club  2,  3,  4;  Ren  Jonson  Play  3,  4; 
School  Play  3,  4. 


Janice  Gulliford Nanticoke,  Pa. 

Academic ;  Student  Council  1  ;  Ben  Jonson  Club  1, 
2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Play  2,  3,  4;  Girl  Scout  1  ;  Tri- 
Hi-Y  1,  2,  3,  4;  Dunn  Cottage  President  4;  Girl 
Sports  Club  1  ;  Red  and  White  1,  3,  4;  Home  Eco- 
nomics Club  3,  4;  Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club  2. 
3-4- 


\ 
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Marlene  Marcella  Mitchell 

Fairview,  N.  I . 
Academic;  Vocational;  Ben  Jonson  Club  4; 
School  Play  4 ;  Class  Vice  President  2 ;  Class  Treas- 
urer 4;  Home  Economics  Club  1,  2,  3,  4;  Tri-Hi-Y 
1  ;  French  Affiliation  Secretary  4,  Red  and  White  3, 
4;  Student  Council  1,  4. 


Edgar  John  Neiman York,  Pa. 

Academic  ;  Vocational ;  Class  President  3  ;  O.A.A. 
2,  3,  4;  Hi-Y  1,  2,  3;  Ben  Jonson  Club  3,  4;  Ben 
Jonson  Play  3;  Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club  1; 
Wrestling  3;  Red  and  White  2,  3,  4;  Editor  3. 


r 


Marcella  Mary  Vandenbord 

Jim   Thorpe,  Pa. 

Academic;  Vocational ;  Girl  Scouts  1,  2,  3,  4;  Ben 
Jonson  Club  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Play  2,  3,  4;  School 
Play  2,  3,  4;  French  Affiliation  chairman  3,  4;  Tri- 
Hi-Y  1  ;  Home  Economics  Club  1,  2,  3,  4;  Red  and 
White  3,  4;  Class  Treasurer  1,  2;  Class  Vice  Presi- 
dent 3  ;  Student  Council  Secretary  3 ;  Orchestra  2, 
3,  4;  Cottage  Council  2,  3;  Girls  Sports  Club  1,  2. 
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Marilyn  Elaine  Warburton 

Wyalusing,  Pa. 

Academic;  Vocational;  Valedictorian;  Class  Sec- 
retary 2,  3 ;  Ren  Jonson  Club  I,  2,  3,  4;  President  4 ; 
Ben  Jonson  Play  2,  3,  4;  School  Play  4;  Home 
Economics  Club  3,  4;  Girl  Scout  1  ;  Red  and  White 
1,  2,  3,  4;  Tri-Hi-Y  1,  2,  3,  4;  Cottage  Council  4. 


s* 


Frederick  Joseph  Berberick,  Jr. 

Turbotville,  Pa. 
( reneral ;  Vocational ;  Roy  Scouts  1,  2,  3,  4,  Eagle 
Scout ;  Class  President  1  ;  Class  Treasurer  3 ;  Stu- 
dent Council  Vice  President  4;  O.A.A.  1,  2,  3,  4, 
President  4;  Hi-Y  1,  2,  3,  4,  President  4;  Wrestling 
1,  2,  3,  4;  Ren  Jonson  Club  4;  Ren  Jonson  Play  4; 
(  >rchestra  1,  2,  3,  4. 


Wayne  Albert  Kerstetter 

A  ew  Cumberland,  Pa. 

General;  Vocational;  O.A.A.  1,  2.  3,  4;  Hi-Y  1. 

2,  3.  4;  Boy  Scouts  1,  2,  3,  4,  Eagle;  Orchestra  1.  2. 

3,  4;  Wrestling   1,  2,  3;   Ren  Jonson  Club  4;    Hen 
Jonson  Play  4;  Safety  Patrol   1;  Track  3,  4. 
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Charles  Leo  Seibert Columbia,  Pa. 

General;  President  of  Class  4;  Cottage  President 
4 ;  Student  Council  3,  4;  O.A.A.  1,  2,  3,  4;  Wrestling 
1,  2,  3,  4;  Track  3,  4;  Hi-Y  1,  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson 
Club  4;  Pen  Jonson  Play  4. 


Claire  Sinnott Upper  Darby,  Pa. 

General ;  Vocational ;  School  Play  2,  4 ;  Girls 
Sports  Club  1,  2;  Tri-Hi-Y  1,  2,  3,  4;  Blind  Stu- 
dents Self-Help  Club  1,  2,  3,  4;  Orchestra  1,  2,  3.  4; 
Red  and  White  3;  Safety  Patrol  1,  2,  3. 


Leonard  Genitsky Throop,  Pa. 

Vocational;  Hi-Y  2,  3;  O.A.A.  2,  3;  Orchestra 
1,4;  Ben  Jonson  Play  3. 
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Student  Enrollment  195 5-195 6 


Name 


Count \ 


Name 


County 


Adams,  Patty  Ann Philadelphia 

Adams,  Ronald   Philadelphia 

Anderson,  Estelle Dauphin 

Anderson,  Vivian   Philadelphia 

Arndt,  Chester Lebanon 

Arndt,  Marlin Lancaster 

Ashenf elder,  Anna  Mae Delaware 

Attig,   Edward    York 

Austin,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Barrett,  James  Schuylkill 

Beam,  Frank   Lackawanna 

Beddo,  Barbara Columbia 

Bell,  Kenneth New  Jersey  (State ) 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William Chester 

Berberick,  Frederick Northumberland 

Berkey,  Martin Chester 

Billiard,  Rose  Marie Northampton 

Birkinshaw,  Joanne   Montgomery 

Bissland,  James   Northampton 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowers,  David  Lancaster 

Bowersox,  Kenneth Lancaster 

Bowersox,  Carroll   Snyder 

Bowmaster,  Leslie   Bucks 

Bowmaster,  Susan   Bucks 

Boyd,  Virginia    Delaware 

Bream,  Carol  Adams 

Brezinski.  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Bricker,  Mary  Ann  Dauphin 

Brittingham,  Linda Montgomery 

Brown,  Alice  Delaware 

Brown,  Donald Northampton 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,   Allen    Philadelphia 

Burke,    Margaret    Luzerne 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Burns,  Mark  Chester 

Caine,  Anne   Philadelphia 

Capkin,    Lee     Philadelphia 

Caranas,  Renee  Philadelphia 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Chapman,  Laura   Philadelphia 

Charlesworth,  Harry Philadelphia 

Chepress,  Linda Philadelphia 

Claffey,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 

Coe,   Carol    Philadelphia 

Collins,  Kathleen Philadelphia 

Condaras,  George   Luzerne 

Courtney,  Eileen   Philadelphia 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann Lancaster 

Crisamore,  Joanna   York 


Crissey,   Arthur    Delaware 

Cummings,  Teresa   Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Roland  Bruce Bradford 

Cylc,  Ronald   Delaware 

Damiano,  Paulina Philadelphia 

Dankel,  Eleanor   Lehigh 

Davies,  David Luzerne 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

DeLurio,  John Delaware 

Dennis,  Eugene Chester 

Dieter,  Geraldine   Bucks 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dilger,  Gerald   Pike 

Dillard,  Constance   Philadelphia 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State) 

Dotson,  Bobbie  Dale. .  .  .New  Jersey  (State) 

Dowd,  Patricia Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette Delaware 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Dugger,   Lorenda    Philadelphia 

Durbin,  Robert   Delaware 

Eckman,   Carlene    Sullivan 

Eckman,  Connie   Sullivan 

Eggen,  Samuel Luzerne 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

Fair,  Nadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis Delaware 

Farreny,  Nancy New  Jersey  (State) 

Fertig,  Martin Montgomery 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,  Patricia   Montgomery 

Finan,  Timothy Montgomery 

Fioravanti,  John Montgomery 

Frank,  Carol Philadelphia 

Fratini,  Marie Delaware 

Frazier,  Cynthia Montgomery 

Fuchs,  Walter  Philadelphia 

Gallagher,  Kenneth Adams 

Gamble,  Jacqueline    Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Gavioli,  Simone Philadelphia 

Gay,  Piccola Philadelphia 

Genitsky,  Leonard Lackawanna 

George,  Kay   Mifflin 

Gerhart,  Thomas Bucks 

Getz,  Eileen  Luzerne 

Graham,  Donna   Dauphin 

Gries,  Allen  Wayne 

Gries,   Harold    Wayne 

Gries,  Lena Wayne 

Groff,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Gulliford,  Janice  Luzerne 

Gurmankin,  Judith   Philadelphia 

Halfpennv,  Maureen   Delaware 

Haines,  Melvin   Philadelphia 
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Name  County 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Harper,  Robert   Philadelphia 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hawk,  Allan   Delaware 

Hawthorne,  Anneta Dauphin 

Hayes,  Therese  Philadelphia 

Hess,  Joan Lancaster 

Hess,  Larry Columbia 

Hildenbrand,  Herbert  Delaware 

Hilton,  Mary   Chester 

Hoffman,  Ruth Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian  Philadelphia 

Hoover,  Dolores   Northampton 

Horner,  Jean  Adams 

Horowitz,  Sondra Philadelphia 

Hural,  John   Philadelphia 

Iamurri,  Joseph Philadelphia 

Isgro,   Diane    Philadelphia 

Jarinko,  Elouise  Carbon 

Johnson,  David  Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam Philadelphia 

Johnston,  Joseph Delaware 

Joseph,  John   Montgomery 

Jordon,  Elsie  Philadelphia 

Jubray,  William  Montgomery 

Kakas,  Sharon Philadelphia 

Kamionka,  Rosemarie   Luzerne 

Keasey,  Thomas York 

Keef er,  Larry Cumberland 

Keil,   George    Bucks 

Keithley,  Michael Japan  (Country) 

Kennedy,  Ridgeway Montgomery 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kepler,  Polly Chester 

Kerstetter,  Wayne  York 

Klein,  Janet Montgomery 

Kline,  Rise  Northampton 

Koller,  Linda   Lancaster 

Koren,  Joan Montgomery 

Kowalski,  Gloria Schuylkill 

Kraczyk,  Eleanor   Philadelphia 

Kramer,  Harold   Berks 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Krell,   Laura    Philadelphia 

Krier,  John Philadelphia 

Kunigel,  Arlene Luzerne 

Kulins,  Bernadette   Lehigh 

Kunkel,  Hope Northampton 

Lampe,  Ronald New  Jersey  (  State) 

Lanzetta,  Linda  Philadelphia 

Lau,  Roberta York 

Law,   Charles    Chester 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 

Legenhausen,  Sandra Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie   Berks 

Lesher,  Linda Northumberland 

Lineberger,  Archie  Philadelphia 

Liney,  Catherine   Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Logan,  Joan    Dauphin 


Name  County 

Lomax,  Gloria  Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Susan   Montgomery 

Luttenberger,  John   Lancaster 

McCloskey,  Anthony Montgomery 

McDonald,  Sharon Bucks 

McDougail,  Robert  Delaware 

McGinnis,  Mary  Ellen  Delaware 

McNeil,  Dennis Philadelphia 

Machise,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Malone,    Susan    Philadelphia 

Mauser,  Joan Dauphin 

Meginley,  Regina   Philadelphia 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Mihalek,  Ronald Delaware 

Miller,  Gerald  Columbia 

Miller,  Hunter  Piatt Montgomery 

Mincey,  Willie  Earl Philadelphia 

Mitchell,  Marlene New  Jersey  (State) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel   Delaware 

Munizza,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Murray,  Donald Philadelphia 

Muschette,  Leroy  Philadelphia 

Myers,  Joseph   Philadelphia 

Napper,  Joyce  Philadelphia 

Nardell,  Patricia Lehigh 

Neiman,  Edgar York 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 

Newman,  William    Philadelphia 

Nickerson,  Hugh   Montgomery 

Oakes,  Donald Montgomery 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Delaware 

Oliver,  Harry   Bucks 

Oram,  Sharon  Columbia 

Palmer,  Henry    Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  (State) 

Patterson,   Betty    Franklin 

Pedro,  Joseph Schuylkill 

Pelzer,  Cornshea Philadelphia 

Perella,  Bernard Chester 

Peters,  Glenn  Philadelphia 

Polizzotto,  Jeffrey   Lehigh 

Powals,  Dorothy Philadelphia 

Powell,  Roderick  Delaware 

Prager,  Sandra   Philadelphia 

Pratt,  Allison   Montgomery 

Priefert,  William    Philadelphia 

Quay,  Louis  Montgomery 

Raymer,  Donna Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Ellen  Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Reed,  Catherine Philadelphia 

Reider,  Gary   York 

Rettew.  Judith    Delaware 

Richman,  David    Philadelphia 

Ridley,  Charles  York 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 
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Name  County 

Roper,  Doris   Philadelphia 

Rosman,  Ned   Lancaster 

Rucker,  Mary  Jo   Philadelphia 

Rusinski,  Robert Montgomery 

Russek,  Frank,  Jr Philadelphia 

Sassaman,  Christine  Berks 

Sautner,  Walter Philadelphia 

Schmid,  Sigrid Philadelphia 

Schull,  Daniel   Delaware 

Schumann,  Carol   Montgomery 

Seibert,  Charles   Lancaster 

Senss,  Klaus Philadelphia 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel  Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John  Philadelphia 

Shuey,  Verdun   Dauphin 

Shusterman,  Larry  Philadelphia 

Sidler,  Jeffrey Delaware 

Simon,  Janice    Philadelphia 

Sinnott,   Claire    Delaware 

Skelley,  James    Delaware 

Smith,  Benjamin Philadelphia 

Smith,  Christine Chester 

Smith,  Georgianna   Philadelphia 

Smith,  James   Philadelphia 

Smith,  Samuel    Montgomery 

Spiegel,  Nichole  York 

Spotts,  Richard   Bradford 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stilchen,  Salvatore  Philadelphia 

Straley,  William New  Jersey  (State) 

Stoops,  Dana   Perry 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Stroup,  Peggy  Ann  Columbia 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Sweeney,  Stephen   Northumberland 

Swenton,  Martin Lackawanna 

Taraska,  Paul    Philadelphia 

Thompson,  Ronald Delaware 

Tilson,  Christine Delaware 


Name  County 

Tokarowski,  Nancy Delaware 

Tompkins,  Teresa Philadelphia 

Ungate,  Marilyn Delaware 

Usher,   Deborah    Philadelphia 

Valle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Vernon,  Helen Philadelphia 

Vitale,  Alice  Faye Montour 

Yitko,  Patricia Northampton 

Wagenf eld,  Barry Philadelphia 

Waker,  Robert    Philadelphia 

Warburton,   M arilyn    Bradford 

Weatherby,  Alice Delaware 

Weber,  Walter New  Jersey  (State) 

Wertz,  Edwin York 

Wertz,  John   Perry 

Whyte,  George Chester 

Willard,  JackyLynn   Lancaster 

Williams,  Arnold   Philadelphia 

Wilson.  David Chester 

Wilson,  Kathy Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris Delaware 

Winters,  John Cumberland 

Wright,  Margaret   Delaware 

Young,  Theodore  Clinton 

Home  Teachers  State 

Anderson,  Norman   Pennsylvania 

Cochran,  Alma Missouri 

Demanop,  Tongchai  Sebastian 

Siam  (Country) 

Feltenberger,  Richard    Pennsylvania 

<  iillingham,  Louise Maine 

Graham,  Hilda  New  York 

Jannetta,   Thomas   Pennsylvania 

Johnson,  Harold Michigan 

Porta,  Regina   Michigan 

Shober,  George   Pennsylvania 

Sorenson,  Edna New  York 

Sylvester,  Lena Michigan 
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Calendar  for  the  School  Year  1956-57 

1956 

September  10 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  20 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  3  130  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November  26 Classes  resume 

December  20 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  12  =30  P.  M. 

1957 

January  6 Pupils  return 

January  7 Classes  resume 

April  11 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  3  :3c)  P.  M. 

April  22 Pupils  return 

April  23 Classes  resume 

May  23 Spring  Concert,  8:15  P.  M. 

June  7 Achievement  Day,  8  145  A.  M. 

June  7 Lower  School  Recital,  3  :oo  P.  M. 

June  9 Baccalaureate,  4  :oo  P.  M. 

June  14 Commencement,  10  130  A.  M. 

June  14,  15 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

July  8-20 First  Session  Preschool  Nursery 

July  22-August  3 Second  Session  Preschool  Nursery 


French  Consul,  M.  Pierre  G.  Gabard 
Presents  Ecole  Braille  Gift 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possible,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845-1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry 1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin 1849-ii 

Frank  Battles 1888-1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936- 1945 


Josef  G.  Cauffman J945- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 


Overbrook  School 
for  the  Blind 


CMl  FOUHBATiOSI  FOR  THE  BLI^D 

LIBRARY 


Report  ip;6-ig;y 


ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIFTH  YEAR 


OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue 
Philadelphia  31,  Pennsylvania 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


1956-1957 


Officers 


Patron 
His  Excellency,  Governor  George  M.  Leader 

President 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 

Vice-Presidents 


Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 

(1925) 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

(1948) 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 

(1934) 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Philip  Price 

(1934) 

Allston  Jenkins 

(i93o) 

Managers 

Charles  P.  Stokes 

(1934) 

Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

(1950 

Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

(1937) 

Warren  M.  Wells 

0950 

James  H.  Robins 

(1937) 

Thomas  M.  Rauch 

(1955) 

William  T.  Carter 

(1940) 

W.  Morrow  Roosevelt 

(1955) 

George  A.  Robbins 

(1942) 

Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

(1955) 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 

(1946) 

James  B.  Seelye 

(1955) 

Cooper  Howell 

(1949) 

Alexander  B.  Wheeler 

(1955) 

Following  the  election  standing  committees  were  appointed : 

Finance 

Charles  P.  Stokes 

Allston  Jenkins 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 

Philip  Price 

Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

Instruction 

Winthrop  H.  Battles 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 

Thomas  M.  Rauch 

Cooper  Howell 

Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

James  B. 

Seelye 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
Charles  P.  Stokes 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Household 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Cooper  Howell 
W.  Morrow  Roosevelt 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 
Warren  M.  Wells 
Alexander  B.  Wheeler 

Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club 
William  T.  Carter 


Josef  G.  Caufrman,  Principal 


Albert  G.  Cowgill,  Principal  Emeritus 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

of  the 

Memhers  of  the  Association 

and  to  the  Legislature 

The  125th  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Overbrook  School  for 
the  Blind  is  a  significant  event  to  its  patrons,  friends,  alumni,  and  adminis- 
tration. From  a  humble  beginning  with  a  handful  of  pupils,  the  first 
principal,  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  laid  a  broad  foundation  for  the  school 
which  today  has  an  enrollment  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  pupils. 

The  curricula  have  kept  pace  with  the  public  schools,  and  the  excellence 
of  the  program  has  been  attested  by  accreditation  of  the  Middle  States 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  of  Private  Academic  Schools.  Its  influence  reaches  around  the 
world,  for  blind  students  from  Asia,  South  America,  and  Europe  have 
benefited  from  scholarships  granted  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  burdens  of  the  administraton  of  this  school  have  been  met  ably 
through  the  guidance  exercised  by  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  conscien- 
tious efforts  of  the  staff.  Were  the  founding  fathers  to  return  and  view  the 
school  at  its  century  and  a  quarter  milestone,  we  hope  that  they  would  feel 
that  the  work  which  they  began  has  been  well  carried  on. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 


President  Biddle  and  two  graduates 
scan  the  125th  Anniversary  program 


Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Braille 

English 

Nature  Study 

Reading 

Geography 

Crafts 

Writing 

History 

Field  Trips 

Language 

Speech  Correction 

Health 

Spelling 

Arithmetic 

Physical  Education 

Grammar 

Science 

Humane  Education 

Music 

Singing  and  Rhythms 
Piano 

Instruments 
General  Chorus 
Elementary  Chorus 
Music  Appreciation 


JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


English 

Composition 
Literature 
Grammar 
Speech 

Speech  Correc- 
tion 
Pencil  Writing 

Foreign  Languages 
Latin 
French 
German 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
General 

Mathematics 
Plane  Geometry 
Arithmetic 

Health 
Physical 
Education 

General  Science 

Biology 

Physics 


Commercial 

Junior  Business 

Training 
Typewriting 
Bookkeeping 
Office  Practice 
Ediphone 
Salesmanship 

Social  Studies 
American 

History 
Civics 

Current  Events 
Geography 
History — 

Pennsylvania 
World  History 
Occupations 
Consumer 

Education 
Field  Trips 

Tests  and  Meas- 
urements 
Guidance 
Tests 

Religious 

Education 


Orientation 
Manual 

Basketry 

Brush  Making 

Caning 

Ceramics 

Crocheting 

Home  Economics 

Knitting 

Leather  Work 

Machine  Shop 

Magazine 

Agency  Man- 
agement and 
Sales 

Massage 

Plastics 

Sewing 
Hand 
Machine 

Weaving 

Woodwork 

Piano  Tuning 

Switchboard 

Stand  Operation 


Music 
Chorus 
Choir 
Glee  Club 
Harmony 
Theory 
History  and 

Appreciation 
Instruments 
Organ 
Piano 
Voice 
Music  Braille 

Special  Activities 

School  Paper 

Scouting 

Dramatics 

Dancing 

Student  Council 

Swimming 

Roller  Skating 

Intra-mural 
sports   (base- 
ball— bowling 
—football- 
track — swim- 
ming 

Clubs  (Hi-Y, 
Tri-Hi-Y, 
Music,  etc.) 

Inter-scholastic 
sports  (wres- 
tling— track) 


Report  of  the  Principal 

to  the 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 

The  Overbrook  story  is  exciting  for  anyone  who 
is  interested  in  the  handicapped.  From  the  school's 
modest  beginning,  dependent  upon  philanthropy  and 
public  interest  aroused  by  "weekly  exhibitions,"  Over- 
brook  today  enjoys  state  assistance  as  well  as  public 
support.  Similar  schools  in  the  United  States  have  been  sponsored  by 
Overbrook,  and  through  its  graduates  it  has  touched  the  lives  of  many 
blind  people  in  far  places.  The  success  of  Overbrook  graduates  alone  would 
be  a  thrilling  story  if  it  were  to  be  published.  Yet  it  is  not  too  surprising 
that  in  our  modern  life  of  high  tension  we  find  many  people  who  are 
unacquainted  with  our  school. 

Therefore,  on  this  125th  Anniversary  it  was  decided  to  seek  public- 
relations  counsel  and  attempt  by  means  of  the  printed  page,  radio,  television, 
and  speakers,  to  acquaint  the  public  with  some  of  the  unusual  activities  of 
the  student  body. 

In  April  the  first  public  event  centered  around  the  athletic  program  of 
the  school.  Robert  G.  Allman.  famous  wrestler  and  former  star  athlete 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  acted  as  chairman  of  a  sports  exhibition 
designed  to  draw  attention  to  the  athletic  prowess  of  the  students.  Robin 
Roberts,  famous  pitcher  of  the  Phillies,  gave  a  demonstration  of  a  game 
of  ground  baseball  with  the  assistance  of  the  students.  Robert  Allman  and 
the  well  known  golf  pro,  Bud  Lewis,  demonstrated  how  blind  golfers  play. 

A  large  turn-out  of  friends,  alumni,  and  students 
made  the  occasion  a  success. 

In  May,  Founder's  Day  was  celebrated. 
Favors  for  the  four  hundred  guests  who  at- 
tended a  catered  banquet  were  prepared  by  the 


Julius  Reinhold  Friedlander 
first  principal,  1833-1839 


Bishop  William  White,  first  president, 
Board  of  Managers 


Home  Economics  girls  treat 
visitors  at  Open  House 


students.  Classrooms  were  opened  where  pupil's  work  was  on  display.  The 
corridors  and  auditorium  were  decorated  in  honor  of  the  occasion.  Follow- 
ing the  banquet  a  program  in  the  auditorium  with  music  by  the  pupils  and  a 
pageant  delineating  the  activities  of  various  departments  was  followed  by 
an  inspiring  address  by  Dr.  Raymon  Kistler,  president  of  Beaver  College. 
It  was  a  memorable  occasion  for  all  concerned. 

The  alumni-alumnae  associations  at  the  June  meeting  celebrated  the 
anniversary  by  conducting  a  "This  Is  Your  Life"  program,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  special  recording  by  Ralph  Edwards,  honoring  Miss  Anna  K. 
Hartman,  former  pupil  and  teacher  on  her  eightieth  birthday.  A  quiz 
concerning  the  history  of  Overbrook  was  an  added  feature. 

To  be  sure,  the  anniversary  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention, 
yet  at  the  same  time,  the  school  made  progress  in  all  of  its  departments. 
In  the  midst  of  all  the  work  and  preparation,  two  special  projects  were 
undertaken  through  the  aid  of  a  generous  grant  of  a  local  foundation,  which 


David  Shotel,  chairman  of  the 
Benjamin  Trachtenberg  Memorial 
Charity  Fund  of  Jules  Mastbaum 
Lodge,  B'nai  B'rith,  and  Joel  Trach- 
tenberg make  annual  presentation  of 
Braille  watches  to  high  school  stu- 
dents in  memory  of  Joel's  father. 


Visitors  watch  young  opera- 
tor in  machine  shop 


it  is  hoped  will  not  only  benefit  our  school,  but  will  prove  helpful  to  other 
training  centers  for  the  blind.  The  first  is  a  compilation  of  theory,  practice, 
and  related  data  on  the  subject  of  the  preschool  summer  nursery  institute 
for  parents  and  blind  children,  which  was  pioneered  in  Pennsylvania  by  our 
school.  The  second  is  the  construction  of  a  course  of  study  in  business 
administration,  salesmanship,  and  commercial  law  for  senior  high  school 
students  which  would  integrate  the  Blind  Students'  Self-Help  Club  and 
provide  an  opportunity  for  laboratory  experience  through  the  auspices  of 
the  club  and  thus  enable  the  pupils  to  deal  directly  with  the  public.  Faculty 
members  and  directors  of  research  in  these  projects  will  work  for  two  and 
three  years  respectively  to  bring  them  to  completion. 

Other  notable  events  during  the  year  were  the  giving  of  the  annual 
play  "Books  and  Crooks, "  a  comedy,  by  Mitzman  and  Dalzell,  at  Thanks- 
giving; a  Christmas  concert  featuring  the  cantata,  "One  Night  In  Bethle- 
hem," by  the  senior  chorus  assisted  by  the  elementary  chorus,   and  the 


With     assistance     of     Bud     Lewis, 

alumnus  Robert  Allman  tees  off  in 

golf  demonstration 


&-*^jfe.*J^^ 


Ceramics,  an  aid  to  creative  art 


Christmas  Operetta,  "The  Toy  Shop/'  by  the  elementary  pupils.  The  Ben 
Jonson  Club  presented  its  annual  play,  "The  Lonely  Heart,"  an  original 
play  by  the  club  advisor,  Mr.  Burleigh  D.  Koenemann.  The  annual  spring 
musical  took  the  form  of  a  "pops  concert,"  and  was  divided  into  two  parts, 
featuring  the  orchestra  and  the  choruses.  During  intermission  refreshments 
were  served  in  the  girls'  cloister  garden  by  the  parents  club.  Its  success 
insured  a  repetition  of  the  idea  in  the  coming  year.  Achievement  Day  was 
held  on  Friday,  June  7,  when  one  hundred  and  eighteen  awards  were  made, 
many  of  them  in  cash  ranging  from  $2.  to  $40.  The  Baccalaureate  service 
was  held  on  Sunday,  June  9.  Because  the  first  president  of  our  Board  of 
Managers  was  the  first  Episcopal  bishop  of  Pennsylvania,  it  seemed  fitting 
to  invite  the  Rt.  Reverend  Oliver  J.  Hart,  Protestant  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  give  the  address.  The  Commencement  was  held  on  Friday, 
June  14,  the  Reverend  William  A.  McKee,  pastor,  Overbrook  Baptist 
Church,  offered  the  invocation,   and  the  Honorable  Nochem  S.  Winnet, 


Cowgill  Cottage  sitting  room 
is  dedicated  by  the  Joseph 
Herbach  Charity  Fund 
Committee  of  the  Pannonia 
Beneficial  Association  in 
honor  of  Albert  Sacks.  Le- 
roy  Muschette  Elliott  ac- 
cepts gift  of  new  furnishings 
on  behalf  of  the  cottage 


Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction   of  the 

Blind,     1839-1899,    when    the    school    moved    to 

Over  brook 


addressed  the  graduates  on  "Mental  Attitudes  for  Graduates."  All  in  all, 
the  year  was  a  very  happy,  successful  one,  filled  with  achievement. 

An  unusual  student  was  Mr.  Koichiro  Ogawa,  of  Tokyo,  a  teacher 
of  massage  at  the  National  Komei  Institution  for  the  Blind.  He  came  to 
Overbrook  as  a  scholarship  pupil  to  perfect  his  English  and  to  instruct 
faculty  members   in   teaching  massage. 

A  scholarship  to  Heinz-Guenter  Beier,  pupil  at  the  Ilvesheim  School 
for  the  Blind  in  Germany,  a  sixteen  year  old  blind  lad,  who  wishes  to 
specialize  in  typing  and  Ediphone,  was  granted  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
for  the  coming  school  year. 

Two  faculty  retirements  are  worthy  of  note — Miss  Norma  Aleck, 
teacher  of  speech  and  dramatics  who  had  been  with  us  for  eight  years,  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Hartung,  former  student  and  teacher  for  forty-nine  years 
in  the  caning  department.  The  good  wishes  of  the  staff  and  the  Board  of 
Managers  go  with  them  in  their  retirement. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 


Geoffrey  W.  Aldington,  British  Consul 
General,  presents  a  model  of  the  SANTA 
MARIA  to  the  principal  and  the  student 
body  in  behalf  of  John  B.  Wilkinson,  Gates- 
head, England,  who  made  the  model  with 
the  help  of  his  two  grandsons 


Calendar  for  the  School  Year  1957-58 

r957 

September  9 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  26 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  3  130  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

December  2 Classes  resume 

December  19 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  12:30  P.  M. 

1958 

January  5 Pupils  return 

January  6 Classes  resume 

March  27 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  3:30  P.  M. 

April  7 Pupils  return 

April  8 Classes  resume 

May  22 Spring  Concert,  8:15  P.  M. 

June  6 Achievement  Day,  8  145  A.  M. 

June  6 Lower  School  Recital,  3  :oo  P.  M. 

June  8 Baccalaureate,  4  :oo  P.  M. 

June  13 Commencement,   10:30  A.  M. 

June   13,   14 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

July  7-19 First  Session  Preschool  Nursery 

July  2  1 -August  2 Second  Session  Preschool  Nursery 
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Faculty  and  Staff 
1957-1958 


PRINCIPAL'S  OFFICE 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Assistant  Principal 

George  N.  McCrea,  B.A.,  M.S. 
Administrative  Assistant 

Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 

Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 


ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.B.,  M.A. 
Social  Studies 

Flora  T.  Arthur,  R.S. 
Sixth  Grade 

^Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 
Special  Class 

Virginia  M.  Canan,  B.S. 
Third  Grade 

*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 
Mathematics 

*H.  Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

French,  English,  History 

Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Jr.-Sr.  HigJi  Low  Vision  Class 

Henry  B.  Harbage,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Fourth  Grade 

John  H.  Hoag,  A.B. 

Junior  High  School 

^Robert  Clay  Knight,  B.S. 
Junior  High  School 

Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A, 
English,  Latin,  German 

Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 
Science,  Mathematics 


Ernest  A.  Martucci,  B.S. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 

Mildred  Murphy 
Fourth  Grade 

Clara  F.  Pollock 
Third  Grade 

R.  Joseph  Reynolds,  B.S. 
Fifth  Grade 

Blanche  Snyder 

Elementary  Low  Vision  Class 


Defective  vision. 


Robin  Roberts  accepts  membership  in  Overb-ook 
groundball  Hall  of  Fame 


1! 


Minnie  B.  Sprung 
Braille  Coach 

fConstance  Weaver,  A.B. 

Commercial  Subjects 

Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 
Fifth  Grade 

Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 
Commercial  Subjects 


FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  B.S. 
Supervisor 

Edith  Boone 
Second  Grade 

Evelyn  Kaufman,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 
Second  Grade 

Josephine  F.  Patterson 
Second  Grade 


LIONS  HALL 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  B.S. 
Supervisor 

Jean  S.  Carter,  B.S. 
Kindergarten 

Martha  R.  George,  B.S. 
First  Grade 

Theresa  G.  Miller,  B.S. 
Second  Grade 

Edna  B.  Morgan,  B.S. 
First  Grade 

Patricia  A.  Morris,  B.S. 
Kindergarten 

Marta  L.  Sarlo 
Kindergarten 

Alice  B.  Stout 
First  Grade 


f  Part-time. 


Student  Council  president  and  advisor 
examine  Student  Council  gift  of  beau- 
tiful state  flag 
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Mary  W.  Johnston 
Reading  Readiness 

Novalene  B.  Melchert 
Reading  Readiness 


Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 
Boys 

Jean  Smedley,  B.S. 
Girls 


DAY  NURSERY 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 
Supervisor 

Christine  J.  Cornwell,  B.S. 
Teacher,  and  Asst.  to 
Preschool  Worker 

Harriette  C.  Kerr 
Teacher 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Director 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

fHarry  N.  Becker 

Senior  High  School  Chorus,  Voice 

f  Elsie  E.  Bruggeman 
Piano 

*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Organ,  Senior  High 
Chorus,  Music  Appreciation 

f*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library 
Music  Appreciation 

*  Detective  vision. 
|  Part-time. 


Baccalaureate  speaker,  Bishop  Oliver 
J.  Hart,  examines  the  Gospel  of  St. 
Mark,  the  first  book  for  the  blind 
printed  in  America  at  the  school  in 
1833 


1. 


Edith  M.  Murray 
Piano 

*Myron  E.  Ness 
Tuning 

*  Shirley  A.  Trexler 
Cadet 

♦Philip  A.  Tyrrell,  B.S.Mus.Ed. 
Instruments 

C.  Darlene  White,  R.A. 

Primary  School  Music,  Piano 


MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*John  P.  Boyle 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

Clyde  E.  Civitts 

Woodwork,  Plastics 

*Margaret  Deaver,  R.S. 
Basketry,  Crocheting 


♦Agnes  Locuson 

I V caving,  Kn itting 

fH.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  R.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Frederick  M.  Sigafoos 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

♦S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Home  Economics,  Sewing 

LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  B.S. 
Librarian 

*Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

♦Charles  L.  Coombs,  B.S. 

Stercotyper 

*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 


Genevieve    Caulfield,    Class    of    '05, 

talks  with  protege  Sebastian  Demanop 

'53 


14 


PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Emily  R.  Cautilli 
Registrar 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 
Preschool  Worker 

Edith  Newlin,  B.S.,  M.A. 
Psychologist 

HOME  TEACHER  TRAINING 

Content  S.  Wright,  B.A. 
Coordinator 

Lillian  E.  Gamble 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 


Elizabeth  Logan 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Mary  S.  Maher 
Registered  Nurse 

Florenda  Raye 

Registered  Nurse 

Edith  C.  P.artlett 
Practical  Nurse 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Morris  L.  Yoder,  M.D. 
Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 

Laryngologist 


BLIND  STUDENTS  SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Oma  Gorenflo 

Grace  Rotella 

Elizabeth  M.  Boyle 

Catherine  M.  McMullin 


Student  Martin  Nelson  demonstrates 
relief  globe  to  parents 
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TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 
Steward 

Dorothy  Anderson 
Accountant 

Netta  M.  Shafer 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Emma  C.  King 
Matron 

Estella  M.  Roush 
Housekeeper 

Albert  J.  Nicholas 

Engineer  and  Custodian 

HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Florence  Smithing 
Girls 

Doris  M.  Koenemann 
Boys 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Goggins 
Boys 

Intermediate 

Kathryn  Walters 
Girls 


Irene  B.  Mumma 

Boys 


Junior 


Izora  Roush 
Girls 


Helen  M.  Mooney 
Boys 

Bessie  A.  Ford 

Relief  Housemother 

Friedlander  Hall 

Elayne  H.  Martucci 
Supervisor 

Anna  Collom 
Girls 

Helen  Ozmun 
Boys 

Lions  Hall 

Agnes  M.  Scalella 

Supervising  Housemother 

Elizabeth  Edwards 

Anna  E.  Focht 

Eleanor  McGurk 

Caroline  Mover 

Anna  G.  Palmer 

Vergie  E.  Schive 

Relief  Housemother 

Margaret  Sorber 

Bessie  Wunderlich 
Relief  Housemother 


Defective  Vision. 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  are  now  enrolled 


No. 

Adams    6 

Berks   5 

Bradford   6 

Bucks     17 

Carbon    2 

Chester    18 

Clinton     3 

Columbia    4 

Cumberland     ....  5 

Dauphin 13 

Delaware    33 

Franklin     1 


No. 

Juniata   

Lackawanna     ....  3 

Lancaster 12 

Lebanon  2 

Lehigh    3 

Luzerne    8 

Lycoming    1 

Mifflin    1 

Monroe    

Montgomery   ....  22 

Montour     1 

Northampton  ....  4 

Northumberland  .  s 


No. 

1  'erry    3 

Philadelphia    .  .  .  .  101 

Pike    1 

Schuylkill     1 

Snyder   1 

Sullivan   

Susquehanna   .... 

Tioga    1 

Union 

Wayne   3 

Wyoming 

York 9 


Nursery  School  Buckoroo 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1957 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash     $      61,374.81 

Tuition  and  State  aid  receivable   177,472.69 

Inventory  of  supplies  6,344.41 

$    245,191.91 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 

(Quoted  market  values  $3,151,328) 

Unrestricted  funds   $2,081,035.67 

Restricted  funds    145,23 1  .^8 

2,226,267.15 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land    $     97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements   $1,943,448.40 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment 326,763.53 

$2,270,211.93 

Less — Accrued  depreciation    1,459,326.29 

810,885.64 


Oth kr  Assets: 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits  $      17,271.88 

Prepaid  insurance 3,208.22 


908,091.27 

20,480.10 
$3,400,030.43 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1957 

LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 

Current  Liabilities  : 
Accounts   payable    $      81,205.54 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 

Unrestricted  funds   $3,530,535.21 

Restricted  funds    1 53,923. 14 


$3,684,458.35 


Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,   1956  $   636,050.67 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1957 68,240.77 


704,291.44 


$4,388,749.79 


Deduct — Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1956 $1,039,049.33 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1957 30,875.57 


r  ,069,924.90 


3,318,824.89 


$3,400,030.43 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $1,069,924.90  are  not  identical  with  accrued  deprecia- 
tion of  $1,459,326.29  shown  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of 
prior  years  applied  to  surplus  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus 
was  eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charge. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income:                                                                      1957  1956  1955 

Tuition  : 

From  state  appropriation   $537 ,569.25  $498,729.13  $417,038.23 

From  private  pupils  18,275.28  19,580.22  19,259.06 

Discounts  on  purchases  439-7'  608.1 5  527.44 

Miscellaneous     403.60  383.35  661.19 

$550,687.84  $519,300.85  $437,485-9-' 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages  $380,946.59  $349,5/0.65  $324,641.72 

Food     59,229.48  58,994-75  57449-91 

Repairs  and  maintenance   41,825.33  29,208.83  1 1,965.81 

Heat,  light  and  power  32,393.61  33,034.44  31,211.56 

Other  supplies  and  expenses    97,892.40  7S<~37--3  87,81 4. 4<j 

$612,287.41  $546,045.90  $513,083.49 

Net  Operating  Loss   $  55,599-57  $  26,745.05  $  75.597-57 

Non-Operating  Income: 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $105,907.29  $100,674.75  $  85,855.11 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses..          13,612.66  12,332.01  8,831.85 

Transfer  from  special  funds 4,320.39  1,701.44  5,045.50 

$123,840.34  $114,708.20  $  99.73-2-46 

Net  income  for  the  period  before  depreciation. .     $  68,240.77  $  87,963.15  $  24,134.89 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements    $  30,875.57  $  31,170.69  $  28,601.60 

Net  income  or   (deficit)   for  the  period $  37,365.20  $  56,792.46  $  (4,466.71) 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1956  to  May  31,  1957 

Unrestricted  Restricted 
Funds  Funds 

Balance  May  31,  1956  $3,447,458-30  $    102,352.59 

Add  : 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $      75,648.37  $      51,629.01 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments  7,428.54  460.00 

Income  added  to  principal  1.598.57 

Loans  to  graduates  and  home  teachers  repaid 140.00 

$3.530,535-' 1  $    156,180.17 

Deduct : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased $       2,257.03 

$3,530,535-21  $    153,923-14 


21 


Commencement  Program 

Friday,  June  14,  1957 — 10:30  a.m. 

Processional 

C.  Robert  Ege,  Organist 

Star  Spangled  Banner School  and  Audience 

Invocation The  Rev.  William  A.  McKee 

Pastor,  Overbrook  Baptist  Church 

Chorus  :  "Now  Let  Every  Tongue  Adore  Thee" Bach 

Essay  :  "Leaders  and  Leadership" Alice  Jean  Weatherby 

Chorus  :  "The  Waltz  of  the  Flowers" T  schaik  owsky-W  ilson 

Address:  "Mental  Attitudes  for  Graduates" Honorable  Nochem  S.  Winnet 

Former  Judge,  Municipal  Court 
Chairman,  Crime  Prevention  Association 

Presentation  of  Diplomas  and  Certificates Charles  J.  Biddle,  President 

School  Song  :  "Overbrook" The  School 

Recessional 
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Graduates  of  the  Class  of  1957 


ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA 

John  Thomas  Joseph Lansdale,  Pa. 

Alice  Jean  Weatherby Collingdale,  Pa. 

GENERAL  DIPLOMA 

Raymond  Donald  Brown Easton,  Pa. 

Thomas  Richard  Dixon Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

William  Jubray Ardmore,  Pa. 

VOCATIONAL  CERTIFICATE 

Raymond  Donald  Brown Easton,  Pa. 

William  Jubray Ardmore,  Pa. 

HOME  TEACHER,  CLASS  I  CERTIFICATE 

Nancy  Ligon  Barlow Dunmore,  W.  Va. 

Victoria  Meta  Borrowman Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. 

Sebastian  Tongchai  Demanop Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Louise  Joy  Gillingham Saco,  Maine 

William  K.  James Cass,  W.  Va. 

Thomas  A.  Jannetta Altoona,  Pa. 

Joann  Corrine  Olander Rockford,  111. 

CLASS  MOTTO 
"A  winner  never  quits  and  a  quitter  never  wins." 

CLASS  OFFICERS 

President John  T.  Joseph 

Vice-President Alice  J.  Weatherby 

Secretary Thomas  R.  Dixon 

Treasurer R.  Donald  Brown 


CLASS  GIFT 
Bronze  head  of  Albert  Schweitzer 

CLASS  COLORS  CLASS  FLOWER 

Maroon  and  White  White  Carnation 
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John  Thomas  Joseph Lansdale,  Pa. 

Academic;  School  Play  2,  3,  4;  Class  President 
3,  4;  Student  Council  Delegate  2;  Student  Council 
Treasurer  3  ;  Student  Council  President  4 ;  Self -Help 
Club  1,2;  Safety  Patrol  1,3;  Hi-Y  Delegate  2  ;  Hi-Y 
Chaplain  3  ;  Hi-Y  President  4 ;  President  of  Cowgill 
2 ;  President  of  White  Hall  4 ;  Delegate  to  World 
Affairs  Council  4 ;  Ben  Jonson  Club  2,  3,  4. 


rm 


Alice  Jean  Weatherby.  .  .  .CoUingdale,  Pa. 

Academic;  Ben  Jonson  Club  1,  2,  3,  4;  School 
Play  1,  2;  Ben  Jonson  Play  2,  3,  4;  Red  and  White 
2,  3,  4;  Student  Council  3,  4;  Tri-Hi-Y  2,  3. 


Raymond  Donald  Brown Easton,  Pa. 

General;  Vocational;  Scout  Patrol  Leader  I,  2; 
Hi-Y  1,  2,  4;  O.  A.  A.  Treasurer  1,  2;  O.  A.  A. 
President  4 ;  Ben  Jonson  Club  4 ;  Wrestling  Team 
1,  2,  4;  Safety  Patrol  1  ;  Track  Team  2,  3,  4 ;  Student 
Council  Delegate  2 ;  White  Hall  Treasurer  2 ;  White 
Hall  Vice-President  4. 
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Thomas  Richard  Dixon  .  .  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

General;  Hi-Y  2;  Self-Help  Club  1,  2;  Orchestra 
1,  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Club  4;  School  Play  2,  3,  4. 


William  Jubray Ardmore,  Pa. 

General ;  Vocational ;  School  Play  4  ;  Hi-Y  1,  2,  3, 
4;  O.  A.  A. ;  Orchestra  2,  3. 
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Student  Enrollment  195 6-195 7 


Name 


County 


Name 


County 


Abate,  Joseph   Luzerne 

Anton,  David Philadelphia 

Adams,  Patty  Ann Philadelphia 

Anderson,  Estelle Dauphin 

Anderson,  Vivian   Philadelphia 

Arndt.  Chester Lebanon 

Ashenf elder,  Anna  Mae Delaware 

Attig,   Edward    York 

Austin,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Barber,  Robert  Dauphin 

Barto,  Andrea  Bucks 

Bashnick,   Dorothy    Lycoming 

Beam,  Frank  Lackawanna 

Beamer,  Barbara Adams 

Beddo,  Barbara Columbia 

Bell,  Kenneth  New  Jersey  (State) 

Bemesderfer,  Hermine   Dauphin 

Benner,  William Chester 

Berkey,  Martin Chester 

Berninger,  Donna Delaware 

Billiard,  Rose  Marie Northampton 

Birkinshaw,  Joanne  Montgomery 

Bissland,  James  Northampton 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowers,  David  Lancaster 

Bowersox,  Kenneth Lancaster 

Bowersox,  Carroll  Snyder 

Bowmaster,  Leslie   Bucks 

Bowmaster,  Susan  Bucks 

Boyd,  Virginia   Delaware 

Bream,  Carol   Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Bricker,  Mary  Ann  Dauphin 

Brooks,  Charles    Philadelphia 

Brittingham,  Linda Montgomery 

Brilla,  Bruce  Bucks 

Brown,  Alice Delaware 

Brown,  Donald Northampton 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,  Allen    Philadelphia 

Burke,    Margaret    Luzerne 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Burns,  Mark Chester 

Caine,  Anne   Philadelphia 

Capkin,    Lee    Philadelphia 

Caranas,  Renee   Philadelphia 

Cardozo.  Allister Philadelphia 

Cox,  Hilory   Cumberland 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Chapman,  Laura   Philadelphia 

Charlesworth,  Harry Philadelphia 

depress,  Linda Philadelphia 

Claffey,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 


Coe,   Carol    Philadelphia 

Collins,  Kathleen Philadelphia 

Condaras,  George  Luzerne 

Courtney,  Eileen  Philadelphia 

Carey,  Donna Tioga 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann  Lancaster 

Crisamore,  Joanna York 

Crissey,   Arthur    Delaware 

Cummings,  Teresa  Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Roland  Bruce Bradford 

Cylc,  Ronald   Delaware 

Damiano,  Paulina Philadelphia 

Davies,  David Luzerne 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

DeLurio,  John Delaware 

Dennis,  Eugene Chester 

Dieter,  Geraldine   Bucks 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dilger,  Gerald   Pike 

Dillard,  Constance   Philadelphia 

Dixon,  Thomas New  Jersey  (State) 

Dotson,  Bobbie  Dale. .  .  .New  Jersey  (State) 

Doudna,   Jay    Berks 

Dowd,  Patricia  Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette Delaware 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Durbin,  Robert  Delaware 

Eckman,   Carlene    Sullivan 

Eckman,  Connie  Sullivan 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

Fair,  Nadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis Delaware 

Farreny,  Nancy New  Jersey  (State) 

Fertig,  Martin Montgomery 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,  Patricia   Montgomery 

Finan,  Timothy Montgomery 

Fioravanti,  John Montgomery 

Frank,  Carol Philadelphia 

Frazier,  Cynthia Montgomery 

Frymyer,  Barry  Lancaster 

Fuchs,  Walter  Philadelphia 

Gallagher,  Kenneth Adams 

Gamble,  Jacqueline    Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Gavioli,  Simone Philadelphia 

George,  Kay   Mifflin 

Gerhart,  Thomas Bucks 

Getz.  Eileen   Luzerne 

Gibson,  Joseph   Delaware 

Ginchereau,  Dolor   Philadelphia 

Green,  Michael Montgomery 

Gries,  Allen   Wayne 

Gries,   Harold    Wayne 

Gries,  Lena Wayne 
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Name  County 

Groff,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Gurmankin,  Judith   Philadelphia 

Halfpenny,  Maureen   Delaware 

Hafer,  William  Berks 

Haines,  Melvin   Philadelphia 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Harper,  Robert   Philadelphia 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hawk,  Allan   Delaware 

Hawthorne,  Anneta Dauphin 

Hayes,  Therese  Philadelphia 

Hertzler,  Kenneth  Lancaster 

Hess,  Larry  Columbia 

Hildenbrand,  Herbert  Delaware 

Hilton,  Mary    Chester 

Hooks,  Lillian   Philadelphia 

Hoover,  Dolores   Northampton 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Horowitz,  Sondra Philadelphia 

Hudzina,  Donald   Delaware 

Isgro,    Diane    Philadelphia 

Jarinko,  Elouise   Carbon 

Jernigan,   Linda    Philadelphia 

Johnson,   David   Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Miriam  Philadelphia 

Johnston,  Joseph Delaware 

Joseph,  John   Montgomery 

Jubray,  William  Montgomery 

Karwowski,   Chester    Philadelphia 

Keasey,  Thomas York 

Keefer,  Larry  Cumberland 

Keil,  George    Bucks 

Keithley,  Michael Japan  (Country) 

Kelley,  Patricia   Chester 

Kennedy,  William Philadelphia 

Kepler,  Polly Chester 

Kline,  Rise  Northampton 

Roller,  Linda   Lancaster 

Kozak,  Carol  Luzerne 

Kraczyk,  Eleanor   Philadelphia 

Kramer,  Harold   Berks 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Krell,   Laura    Philadelphia 

Krier,  John Philadelphia 

Kunigel,  Arlene Luzerne 

Kuhns,  Bernadette   Lehigh 

Kunkel,  Hope Northampton 

Lampe,  Ronald New  Jersey  (State) 

Lanzetta,  Linda  Philadelphia 

Lau,  Roberta York 

Law,   Charles    Chester 

Laws,  Constance  Philadelphia 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 

Legenhausen,  Sandra  Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie    Berks 

Leone,  Diane Delaware 

Lesher,  Linda Northumberland 

Lineberger,  Archie  Philadelphia 

Liney,   Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 


Name  County 

Link,  Joan   Lehigh 

Logan,  Karen   Philadelphia 

Logan,  Joan    Dauphin 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Shirley   Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Susan   Montgomery 

Luttenberger,  Janice Lancaster 

Luttenberger,  John   Lancaster 

McCloskey,  Anthony Montgomery 

McDonald,  Sharon Bucks 

McDougall,  Robert   Delaware 

McNeil,  Dennis Philadelphia 

Machise,  Joseph New  Jersey  (State) 

Malone,   Susan    Philadelphia 

Marsh,  David   Carbon 

Marston,  Ward   Chester 

Mauser,  Joan Dauphin 

Meginley,  Regina   Philadelphia 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Mileski,  Stanley   Philadelphia 

Miller,   Frances    Montgomery 

Miller,  Gerald  Columbia 

Miller,  Hunter  Piatt Montgomery 

Mills,  Bruce New  Jersey  ( State) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel    Delaware 

Moss,   Dennis    Delaware 

Munizza,  Barbara  Philadelphia 

Muldrow,  Wilson   York 

Murdock,  John  Dauphin 

A I  urray,  Donald Philadelphia 

Murray,  Leo   Lackawanna 

Muschette,  Leroy   Philadelphia 

Myers,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Napper,  Joyce  Philadelphia 

Nardell,  Patricia Lehigh 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John  Lebanon 

Newman,  William   Philadelphia 

Nickerson,  Hugh  Montgomery 

Oakes,  Donald Montgomery 

Oakley,  Harry,  Jr Delaware 

Oram,  Sharon  Columbia 

Palmer,  Henry Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  (State) 

Patterson,   Betty    Franklin 

Pedro,  Joseph Schuylkill 

Pelzer,  Cornshea Philadelphia 

Peters,  Glenn  Philadelphia 

Plank,   Leni    Philadelphia 

Polizzotto,  Jeffrey   Lehigh 

Powals,  Dorothy Philadelphia 

Powell,  Roderick  Delaware 

Prager,  Sandra  Philadelphia 

Pratt,  Allison   Montgomery 

Priefert,  William   Philadelphia 

Quay,  Louis Montgomery 

Raymer,  Donna  Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Ellen  Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Kenneth  Philadelphia 
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Name  County 

Reardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Reed,  Catherine Philadelphia 

Reider,  Gary  York 

Rettew,  Judith   Delaware 

Richman,  David    Philadelphia 

Ridley,  Charles York 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Rook,  Terry  Ann  Philadelphia 

Rosnian,  Ned   Lancaster 

Roush,  Patty   Perry 

Rucker,  Mary  Jo  Philadelphia 

Rusinski,  Robert Montgomery 

Russek,  Frank,  Jr Philadelphia 

Sassaman,  Christine Berks 

Sautner,  Walter Philadelphia 

Schmid,  Sigrid Philadelphia 

Schroth,  Candace    Cumberland 

Schumann,  Carol   Montgomery 

Senss,  Klaus Philadelphia 

Sexton,  Carol Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel  Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John  Philadelphia 

Shuey,  Verdun   Dauphin 

Shusterman,  Larry Philadelphia 

Sidler,  Jeffrey Delaware 

Simmons,  Rodger Philadelphia 

Simpson,   Daniel    Chester 

Simon,  Janice   Philadelphia 

Simpson,  David  Chester 

Skelley,  James    Delaware 

Slifer,  Dolores    Bucks 

Smith,  Benjamin Philadelphia 

Smith,  Christine Chester 

Smith,  Georgianna   Philadelphia 

Smith,  James Philadelphia 

Smith,  Samuel    Montgomery 

Spiegel,  Nichole  York 

Spotts,  Richard  Bradford 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stilchen,  Salvatore Philadelphia 

Stoops,  Dana  Perry 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Stroup,  Peggy  Ann  Columbia 


Name  County 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Sweeney,  Stephen   Northumberland 

Swenton,  Martin Lackawanna 

Thayer,   Randolph    Lackawanna 

Thompson,  Robert   Maryland   (State) 

Thompson,  Ronald Delaware 

Tilson,  Christine Delaware 

Tokarowski,  Nancy Delaware 

Valle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Vernon,  Helen Philadelphia 

Vitale,  Alice  Faye Montour 

Vitko,  Patricia Northampton 
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I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

to  the 

Members  of  the  Association 

and  to  the  Legislature 


The  Board  of  Managers  submits  the  following  annual  report  of  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  for  your  information. 

Many  of  the  school  activities  have  been  covered  elsewhere  in  this 
report.  Obviously  with  our  large  enrollment  and  the  many  events  sponsored 
by  the  classes  and  clubs,  all  activities  cannot  be  reported  due  to  space.  The 
year  itself  has  been  memorable  for  its  emphasis  on  curriculum  revision  and 
improvement  in  classroom  procedures.  The  success  of  the  school  is  always 
due  to  the  fine  spirit  of  cooperation  which  exists  between  parents  and  school, 
pupils  and  teachers,  and  the  Board  of  Managers.  At  this  time  in  behalf  of 
the  Board,  I  want  to  extend  our  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  many  indi- 
viduals and  organizations  responsible  for  volunteer  service  in  the  nursery 
school,  reading  to  trainees  in  the  Home  Teacher  Training  Department  as 
well  as  presents  of  Christmas  gifts,  Easter  parties,  and  tickets  to  dramatic 
and  musical  events  in  the  city.  The  home  life  of  our  children  at  school  has 
been  enriched  greatly  by  the  kindly  action  of  our  many  friends. 

School  enrollment  has  continued  to  grow  for  the  past  decade  because 
of  the  high  incidence  of  the  eye  condition  known  as  retrolental  fibroplasia, 
until  at  present  our  enrollment  hovers  at  330  boys  and  girls  under  instruc- 
tion, and  nearly  100  being  followed  in  their  home  communities  for  preschool 
service.  Although  medical  science  seems  to  have  found  the  answer  for  this 
eye  condition,  it  is  not  expected  that  our  enrollment  will  decrease  materially 
for  some  years.  The  older  categories  for  blindness  are  still  with  us  and  more 
children  suffering  from  these  causes  are  being  reported,  due  probably  to  the 
over-all  increase  in  population. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 
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Report  of  the  Principal 

to  the 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 


Teaching  blind  children  involves  not  only  a  broad  experience  academ- 
ically and  the  skills  of  teaching,  but  special  techniques  and  a  disposition 
which  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  children  who  are  unaware  of  their  own 
isolation  in  a  seeing  world.  The  teacher  to  succeed  must  recognize  the  needs 
and  seek  outlets  for  normal  impulses  and  satisfaction  for  creative  ability. 
The  teacher  must  develop  also  a  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  home 
which  furnishes,  the  school  or  class,  the  pupils  who  must  be  given  realistic 
experience,  concrete  understanding  of  society,  and  the  world  in  which  they 
must  live. 

During  my  early  years  in  this  field  of  special  education,  I  was  haunted 
by  two  or  three  attitudes  of  parents,  which  were  very  distressing.  One  was 
a  distrust  of  the  residential  school,  based  upon  a  misunderstanding  of  what 
the  school  was  and  the  service  it  rendered.  The  parent's  main  fear  was  that 
he  was  placing  his  child  in  a  "home"  which  would  alienate  him  from  his 
parents  and  would  somehow  regiment  him  into  sort  of  a  pitiful  charity  case. 

Another  attitude  was  the  "thank  goodness  I  have  some  place  now  to 
put  my  child,"  an  attitude  which  expressed  itself  by  refusal  to  take  the  child 
home  on  week-ends  or  holidays,  and  made  it  necessary  at  times  to  employ 
police  service  to  have  a  child  returned  home  during  the  long,  summer  vaca- 
tion. Seldom  was  there  a  feeling  that  the  home  was  willing  to  assume  its 
share  of  responsibility  and  there  was  little  or  no  cooperative  feeling  between 
the  home  and  the  school. 


Writing  Braille 


1  ■ 


Wilhelm  Hcimers,  Assistant  Di- 
rector, School  and  Training 
Center  for  the  Blind,  Hanover, 
(left)  and  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Michael  Danos,  with  Heinz 
Guenter  Beier,  discuss  their  na- 
tive Germany 


During  the  last  quarter  century  I  have  seen  these  attitudes  largely 
dispelled.  The  misconceptions  about  a  school  for  the  blind  have  been  re- 
moved, and  today  there  is  a  free  interchange  of  techniques  and  philosophy, 
cooperation,  and  understanding.  Children  in  our  schools  participate  in 
community  activities,  and  through  better  means  of  communication,  have 
presented  themselves  to  the  public  at  large  so  successfully  that  now  there 
is  a  greater  acceptance  of  the  blind  and  a  greater  understanding  and 
recognition  of  their  abilities. 

Parents  now  are  more  familiar  with  the  facilities  of  the  school  and  the 
program  of  agencies  dealing  with  further  training  and  employment.  They 
know  that  by  wise  utilization  of  all  services  the  child  upon  reaching  maturity 
is  usually  very  well  equipped  to  be  a  contributing  and  participating  member 
of  society. 

Now  there  seems  to  be  an  attitude  which  troubles  me  nearly  as  much  as 
the  early  attitudes,  which  together  with  my  colleagues,  we  have  sought  to 
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erase.  It  is  that  of  thinking  that  blind  children  per  se  are  equipped  to  be 
trained  side  by  side  with  seeing  children,  usually  with  a  minimum  amount 
of  effort  being  expended  to  assist  them  in  doing  things  and  acquiring  knowl- 
edge in  the  manner  which  blind  people  find  essential  for  efficiency  in  effort. 
This  plan  revolves  about  the  itinerant  teacher  who  attempts  to  serve  children 
at  a  variety  of  grade  levels  in  a  scattered  and  limited  amount  of  time.  The 
amount  of  special  attention  necessary  for  success  is  absent.  This  is  a  logical 
outcome  of  that  philosophy  which  results  from  the  concept  that  the  blind 
need  but  little  help.  It  would  seem  to  one  who  has  now  spent  many  years  in 
both  public  and  special  schools  that  the  only  reasonable  premise  with  which 
to  start  is  "all  needs  of  the  child  must  be  met." 

Next,  an  assessment  of  the  needs  will  reveal  such  a  wide  and  serious 
list  that  one  sincere  in  his  attempt  to  meet  them  will  realize  the  impossibility 
of  making  more  than  a  beginning  with  a  thirty  hour  a  week  time  limit  and 
itinerant  assistance. 
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Let  us  look  at  those  fundamental  needs  which  every  human  being  has 
and  which  must  be  taught  either  at  home  or  at  school.  First,  self  care.  Seeing 
children  can  observe  and  learn  through  "monkey  see,  monkey  do"  means. 
They  will  learn  to  dress,  button  and  unbutton,  tie  and  untie,  don  and  divest 
themselves  of  clothing,  hang  up  their  wearing  apparel,  find  things  in  dresser 
drawers,  discover  dirt  on  hands  and  face,  part  and  brush  their  hair,  care 
for  finger  nails  and  toe  nails,  brush  teeth,  and  acquire  acceptable  eating 
habits,  as  sponges  absorb  water.  Lacking  sight,  the  task  becomes  one  that 
often  puzzles  the  parent.  With  a  household  to  run  and  other  children  for 
whom  to  care,  almost  invariably  mother  decides  it  is  easier  to  do  for  the 
child  than  to  struggle  to  make  him  independent.  Those  that  do  pay  the  price 
of  long  and  unremitting  toil  often  become  so  absorbed  in  their  task  that  they 
lose  sight  of  the  aim  of  all  teaching,  which  is  to  enable  the  child  to  do  without 
his  teacher.  Some  of  the  saddest  experiences  of  my  teaching  career  have 
been  the  acquaintances  of  elderly  blind  folk  who  were  never  divorced  from 
a  mother's  apron  strings. 

Another  basic  need  is  that  for  social  life.  Make  no  mistake,  the  blind 
child  leads  an  existence  far  from  independence  in  this  field  if  he  is  reared 
among  seeing  children  entirely.  It  is  contrary  for  active,  busy,  playful  chil- 
dren to  take  into  their  group  the  one  whose  eyesight  makes  him  incapable  of 
entering  into  their  rough  and  tumbling  fun  and  their  hilarious,  recreational 
activities.  The  blind  child  becomes  a  by-stander  and  gradually  withdraws  to 
the  sidelines.  He  may  acquire  one  or  two  friends,  but  seldom  does  he  become 
a  contributing  member  of  the  group. 

His  educational  needs,  academically,  can  often  be  met  adequately  in 
public  schools  if  he  is  a  member  of  a  group  of  blind  children  with  a  resource 
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teacher  and  goes  out  to  recite  with  the  others.  The  chief  danger  for  blind 
children  in  integration  with  sighted  children  is  the  modern  methods  used  and 
the  materials  provided  which  are  designed  for  the  sighted.  Work  books, 
scrap  books,  reference  books,  etcetera,  laboratory  demonstrations,  and  the 
lack  of  ability  to  do  sight  reading  in  music  or  to  participate  in  group  ath- 
letics, gymnasium  exercises,  limit  his  school  experience  to  book  learning 
which  may  be  a  pseudo  type  of  learning,  without  a  real  understanding  of 
terms  or  abstract  words.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  blind  rely  on  their  memory, 
they  become  very  adept  in  "verbalism."  With  a  teacher  unaware  of  the 
limiting  factors  of  blindness,  a  child  often  receives  grades  far  better  than 
he  deserves,  due  to  his  real  lack  of  understanding,  yet  he  can  parrot  or  take 
from  his  memory,  phrases  or  terms  which  mislead  the  teacher. 

Artistically,  he  is  usually  excluded  from  music  except  for  perhaps  a 
little  vocal  work  by  rote,  yet  the  blind  often  have  a  keen  appreciation  of  art 
and  can  get  a  great  deal  from  ceramics,  modeling,  metalcraft,  woodwork, 
sewing,  crocheting,  knitting,  basketry,  or  any  craft  which  gives  him  an  out- 
let for  creative  instincts.  Above  all,  although  he  may  not  be  born  with 
musical  talent,  he  develops  auditory  mindedness,  and  music  becomes  one  of 
his  satisfying  experiences.  Too  often  schools  for  the  blind  have  been 
criticized  for  the  emphasis  they  put  on  music,  but  music  cannot  be  over- 
emphasized, unless  it  absorbs  more  than  its  share  of  time  in  the  curriculum. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  also,  that  among  the  small  group  of  talented 
blind  students,  music  becomes  a  vocation  and  in  proportion  to  the  seeing, 
the  number  of  blind  people  earning  their  living  through  music  is  great. 

Strength  of  fingers  and  hands  is  most  important  to  the  blind.  Physical 
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education  with  emphasis  upon  hody  building  is  very  near  the  top  among 
curriculum  "musts."  Posture,  proper  use  of  the  body,  walking,  marching, 
dancing,  and  swimming  require  trained  teachers  and  extra  time  in  which  to 
drill.  It  is  acknowledged  at  once  that  even  with  all  of  the  very  best  equip- 
ment and  best  trained  teachers,  there  are  many  blind  people  who  do  not 
achieve  normal  appearance  or  behaviour.  Yet  the  majority  do  and  one  of 
the  sad  features  of  blind  children  being  trained  with  the  sighted  is  the 
deprivation  of  instruction  in  the  gymnasium.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  with  such 
large  numbers  in  a  class,  one  or  two  blind  children  are  put  on  the  sidelines, 
or  sent  to  the    study  hall. 

Girls  must  have  training  in  household  arts — cooking,  sewing,  home 
care,  and  all  of  the  subjects  which  are  grouped  under  this  heading.  Many 
girls  are  unable  to  secure  employment  outside  of  the  home.  Properly  trained, 
they  can  assist  in  the  home  or  even  assume  household  management.  In  the 
last  decade  more  of  our  blind  girls  are  marrying  and  establishing  homes,  as 


Lions  Hall 


Little  Housekeepers 


old  superstitions  are  being  dismissed  regarding  the  myths  of  blindness. 
More  and  more  the  truth  is  being  disseminated  concerning  the  causes  of 
blindness  and  increasingly  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  many  blind 
people  should  not  marry  and  have  homes.  Unless  schools  can  provide  this 
training,  in  home  making,  they  are  not  fitting  the  girls  for  a  realistic  future. 

The  Overbrook  curriculum  is  designed  to  provide  basic  knowledge  and 
experience,  without  which  one  cannot  function  successfully  in  our  civilization. 
Citizenship,  scholastic  ability,  and  social  aptitudes  are  among  the  ultimate 
goals  for  which  we  strive.  Academically,  the  boys  and  girls  are  given  com- 
parable education  with  the  best  public  or  private  schools.  With  skilled 
teachers  to  bridge  the  visual  handicapped,  with  equipment  suitable  to  their 
needs,  our  boys  and  girls  who  receive  an  academic  diploma  are  fitted  for 
college   and  professional  careers. 

Three  languages,  Latin,  French,  and  German  are  offered,  with  two  of 
the    languages    required.    Mathematics    comprises    advanced    Arithmetic, 
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Algebra,  and  Geometry.  Science  is  taught  throughout  the  elementary  and 
secondary  grades,  with  General  Science,  Biology,  and  Physics  comprising 
the  high  school  course.  English  including  Grammar,  Rhetoric,  Composition, 
Spelling  review,  and  the  usual  offerings  in  Literature,  United  States,  and 
Pennsylvania  History,  together  with  Civics  are  likewise  required. 

Around  this  core  of  subjects  is  built  the  pupils'  program  which  generally 
speaking  includes  one  or  more  musical  activities,  and  at  least  one  craft.  In 
this  report  will  be  found  on  a  separate  page  the  curriculum  of  the  school. 
Considering  the  total  enrollment  is  but  330  students,  it  will  be  seen  that  an 
unusually  large  range  of  electives  are  offered.  The  main  reason  for  this  is 
that  we  are  fitting  each  child  for  a  vocation,  and  are  taking  into  consideration 
individual  differences  and  talents. 

From  the  beginning  we  have  given  careful  attention  to  the  care  of  eyes 
and  health  of  the  students,  and  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to  have  had 
on  the  staff  distinguished  men  of  medicine  and  the  medical  specials.  Restora- 
tion, treatment,  and  occasional  enucleation  are  in  very  capable  hands  today. 
A  weekly  visit  by  the  ophthalmologist,  a  daily  visit  by  the  attending  physician, 
maintenance  of  a  large  infirmary  with  nursing  service,  a  full  use  of  all  avail- 
able clinic  services,  make  our  program  among  the  very  best.  Likewise,  the 
dental  services  available  at  school  and  at  the  private  office  of  the  dentist 
insure  a  very  good  coverage  in  this  field.  The  problem  which  faces  us,  and 
I  believe  all  special  schools,  is  the  recruitment  of  personnel;  especially  is  this 
true  in  the  housemother  area.  As  we  face  the  future  we  can  say  that  we  are 
abreast  of  modern  theory  and  practice,  with  an  old,  but  very  good  plant, 
unique  for  its  beauty  and  facilities,  and  prepared  to  meet  all  the  needs  of 
our  boys  and  girls  during  their  school  days.  We  have,  and  are  fortunate  to 
have,  a  Board  of  Managers  sincerely  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the  pupils, 
anxious  to  provide  for  all  their  needs,  and  willing  to  give  unstintingly  of 
their  time  and  ability.  Our  teaching  staff  is  excellent.  I  know  of  none  better. 

Our  school  is  accredited  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  the  Middle  States  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Private  Academic  Schools. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  we  have  achieved  the  status  we  have  nationally  and 
internationally,  nor  is  it  amazing  that  our  Alumnae-Alumni  Association 
holds  the  school  in  such  esteem. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

Josef  G.   Cauffman, 

Principal 

12 


Calendar  for  the  School  Year  ipjS-ipjg 
i958 

September  8  .  .  . Opening  of  School  Term 

November  25 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  3  130  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

December  1 Classes  resume 

December  18 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  1  2  130  P.  M. 

1959 

January  4 Pupils  return 

January  5 Classes  resume 

March  19 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  3  :3c)  P.  M. 

March  30 Pupils  return 

March  31 Classes  resume 

May  21 Spring  Concert,  8:15  P.  M. 

June  $ Achievement  Day,  8  145  A.  M. 

June  <j Lower  School  Recital,  3  :oo  P.  M. 

June  7 Baccalaureate,  4  :oo  P.  M. 

[une  12 Commencement,  10  .-30  A.  M. 

June  1  2,  1  ■} Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

July  6-18 First  Session  Preschool  Nursery 
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Faculty  and  Staff 
1958-1959 


PRINCIPAL'S  OFFICE 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Assistant  Principal 
George  N.  McCrea,  B.A.,  M.S. 

Administrative  Assistant 
Helen  F.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 
Dorothy  E.  Gilbert 

Secretary 
Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.B.,  M.A. 

Social  Studies 
Flora  T.  Arthur,  P.. S. 

Sixth  Grade 
^Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 

Special  Class 
Virginia  M.  Canan,  B.S. 
Third  Grade 
*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 

Mathematics 
*H.  Byron  Elder,  B.A. 

French,  English,  History 
Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Jr.-Sr.  High  Low  I  'ision  Class 

Henry  B.  Harbage,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Fourth  Grade 
John  H.  Hoag,  A.B. 

Junior  High  School 
*Robert  Clay  Knight,  B.S. 

Junior  High  School 
Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  I]. A.,  M.A. 

English,  Latin,  German 
Barbara  D.  Leidholdt,  B.A.,  AI.A. 

Fifth  Grade 
Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 

Science,  Mathematics 


Ernest  A.  Martucci,  B.S. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 

*TheresaG.  Miller.  B.S. 
Third  Grade 

Mildred  Murphy 
Fourth  Grade 

Clara  F.  Pollock 
Third  Grade 

*R.  Joseph  Reynolds,  B.S. 
Sixth  Grade 

*George  R.  Shober,  Jr..  B.S. 
Commercial  Subjects 

*  Defective  vision. 


The  World  Is  So  Very  Large 
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Blanche  Snyder 

Elementary  Lozv  Vision  Class 

Minnie  B.  Sprung 
Braille  Coach 

fConstance  Weaver,  A.B. 

Commercial  Subjects 

Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 
Fifth  Grade 

Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 
Commercial  Subjects 

FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  B.S. 

Supcn'isor 

Edith  Boone 
Second  Grade 

*Evelyn  Kaufman.  15. A.,  M.Ed. 
Second  Grade 

Josephine  F.  Patterson 
Second  Grade 


LIONS  HALL 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  B.S. 

Supervisor 

Jean  S.  Carter,  B.S. 
Kindergarten 

Martha  R.  George,  B.S. 
First  Grade 

Maria  MacPhail 
Kindergarten 

*Edna  B.  Morgan,  B.S. 
First  Grade 

Marta  L.  Sarlo 
Kindergarten 

Alice  B.  Stout 
First  Grade 


f  Part-time. 


Sairta  Clans  Meets  a  Friend 
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Mary  W.  Johnston 

Reading  Readiness 
Xovalene  B.  Melchert 

Reading  Readiness 

DAY  NURSERY 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 

Supervisor 
Christine  J.  Cornwell,  B.S. 

Teacher,  and  Asst.  to 

Preschool  Worker 
1  [arriette  C.  Kerr 

Teacher 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 
Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Director 
Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 
Boys 


Jean  Smedley,  B.S. 
Girls 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

f  Harry  N.  Becker 

Senior  High  School  Chorus,  I  'oice 

f  Elsie  E.  Bruggeman 
Piano 

*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Organ,  Senior  High 
Chorus,  Music  Appreciation 

Martin  Landis 

Instruments,  Handbells 

f*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library 
Music  Appreciation,  Theory 


*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 


Friedlander    Hall    Student 
Meets  a  Lamb 
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t Edith  M.  Murray 

Piano 

*Myron  E.  Ness 

Tuning,  Music  Appreciation, 
Orientation 

C.  Darlene  White,  B.A. 

Primary  School  Music, 
Elementary  Chorus 


*Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Knitting 

fH.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Jacob  Sperling 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

*S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Home  Economics,  Sewing 


MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*John  P.  P.oyle 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

Clyde  E.  Civitts 

Woodwork,  Plasties 

*Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 
Basketry,  Crocheting 

*  Augusta  H.  Hoffman 

Husk-dry,  Crocheting 


LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  B.S. 
Librarian 

*Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

*Charles  L.  Coombs,  B.S. 
Stereotyper 

*  Defective  vision. 
tPart-time. 


Locating,  Trouble  Spots  in 
Europe 
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PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Mary  K.  Bauman,  Ph.D. 
Psychologist 

Emily  R.  Cautilii 

Re  gist  rat- 
Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 

Preschool  Worker 

HOME  TEACHER  TRAINING 

Frieda  L.  Wiegle,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 
(  oordinator 

Lillian  E.  Gamble 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Morris  L.  Yoder,  M.D. 
Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 
Laryngologist 


Elizabeth  Logan 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Mary  S.  Maher 

Registered  Nurse 

Florenda  Raye 

Registered  Nurse 

Alice  Feme  Lisser 
Practical  Nurse 

BLIND  STUDENTS  SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Elizabeth  M.  Boyle 

Catherine   M.    McMnllin 
Grace  Rotella 


First  Steps 
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TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 

*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 
Steward 

Dorothy  Anderson 
Accountant 

Netta  M.  Shafer 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Grace  Rotella 
Clerk 

Emma  C.  King 
Matron 

Estella  M.  Roush 
Housekeeper 

Albert  J.  Nicholas 

Engineer  ami  Custodian 

HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Florence  Smithing 
G  iris 

Doris  M.  Koenemann 

Boys 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Goggins 

Boys 

Intermediate 
Kathryn  Walters 
Girls 


Grace  D.  Hansen 
Bovs 


Junior 


Izora  Roush 
Girls 


Mildred  H.  Campbell 
Boys 


Friedlander  Hall 


Elayne  H.  Martucci 
Supervisor 

Yerena  Otz 
Girls 

*  Margaret  Sorber 
Boys 


Lions  Hall 

Agnes  M.  Scalella 

Supervising  Housemother 

Elizabeth  Edwards 

Anna  E.  Focht 

Eleanor  McGurk 

Caroline  Mover 

Anna  G.  Palmer 

Vergie  E.  Schive 

Relief  Housemother 

Helen  C.  Wipf 

Dorothy  Donnelly 
Relief  Housemother 


Defective  Vision. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1958 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash    $     79,454-1-' 

Tuition  receivable    184,182.01 

Inventory  of  supplies 6,785.04 

-     $    270,-42 1.1 7 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 

(Quoted  market  values  $3,310,077) 

Unrestricted  funds $2,213,939.06 

Restricted  funds 129,547.19 

2,343,486.25 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land    $      97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements    $1,943,448.40 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment   329,415.78 

$2,272,864.18 

Less — Accrued  depreciation    1,490,201.86 

— ■      782,662.32 

879,867.95 

Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits 17,071.88 

Prepaid  insurance    2,095.13 

19,167.01 

$3,512,942.38 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1958 

LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 

Current  Liabilities  : 

Accounts  payable   $    88,377 -37 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School: 

Unrestricted  funds $3,592,018.60 

Restricted  funds 139,746.95 

$3,731,765.55 


Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1957 $    704,291.44 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1958 89,308.49 

—      793,599-93 

$4,525,36548 


Deduct — Depreciation  : 

Balance  May  31,  1957 $1,069,924.90 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1958 .^o.Sj^.^j 

-  1,100,800.47 

3,424,565.01 


$3,512,942.38 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $1,100,800.47  are  not  identical  with  accrued  deprecia- 
tion of  $1,490,201.86  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of  prior 
years  applied  to  surplus  from  the  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus  was 
eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income:                                                                     1958  1957  1956 

Tuition  : 

From  states   $S63,34S-i6  $537,569-25  $498,729.13 

From  private  pupils    14,744.00  18,275.28  19,580.22 

Discount  on  purchases   459-76  439-71  608.15 

Miscellaneous     403.60  403.60  383.35 

$578,952.52  $556,687.84  $519,300.85 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Salaries  and  wages $400,822.61  $380,946.59  $349,570.65 

Food     58,826.65  59,229.48  58,994-75 

Repairs  and  maintenance    43,477-83  41,825.33  29,208.83 

Heat,  light  and  power   35,922.08  32,393.61  33,034.44 

Other  supplies  and  expenses    96,290.96  97,892.40  75^~37-23 

$635,340.13  $612,287.41  $546,045.90 

Net  Operating  Loss $  56,387.61  $  55,599-57  $  26,745.05 

Non-Operating  Income  : 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $129,350.35  $105,907.29  $100,674.75 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses.  .          12,893.44  13,612.66  12,332.01 

Transfer  from  special  funds 3,452.31  4,320.39  1,701.44 

$145,696.10  $123,840.34  $114,708.20 

Net  Income  for  the  Period  before  Depreciation     $  89,308.49  $  68,240.77  $  87,963.15 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements        30,875.57  30,875.57  31,170,69 

Net  Income  for  the  Period $  58,432.92  $  37,365.20  $  56,792.46 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  i  he  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1957  to  May  31,  1958 


Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

balance  May  31,  1957 $3,530,535-21         $    153,923.14 


Add: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc 17,458.46                 0,747.94 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments 20,399.60                     974-M 

Income  added  to  principal    3,440.45 

Loans  to  graduates  and  home  teachers  repaid 562.35 

Transfer  of  Sarah  L.  Smith  Annuity  Fund  to  General  Fund  ....  23,693.24 

Transfer  from  ( reneral  Fund  to  Boys  Prize  Fund 67.91 

$3,592,086.51         $    165,715.93 

Deduct  : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased $       2,275.74 

Sarah  L.  Smith  Annuity  Fund  transferred  to  General  Fund  ....  23,693.24 

Transfer  from  General  Fund  to  Boys  Prize  Fund $  67.91 

$  67.91         $      25,968.98 

Balance  May  31,  1958 $3,592,018.60        $    139,746.95 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupils  are  now  enrolled 


No. 

Adams     6 

Berks    5 

Bradford    6 

Bucks    23 

Carbon    2 

Chester   19 

Clinton    3 

Columbia    4 

Cumberland    6 

Dauphin    11 

Delaware    34 

Franklin   1 


No. 

Juniata    

Lackawanna 4 

Lancaster    14 

Lebanon    2 

Lehigh     .........  3 

Luzerne    7 


Lycoming'   1 

Mifflin     1 

Monroe 

Montgomery    ....  20 

Montour     1 

Northampton   ....  4 

Northumberland    .  5 


No. 

3 

98 

1 


Perry    

Philadelphia 

Pike     

Schuylkill      1 

Snyder    1 

Sullivan    

Susquehanna    .... 

Tioga    1 

Union    

Wayne    2 

Wyoming   

York 8 


Skillful  Hands 
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Commencement  Program 

Friday,  June  13,  1958 — 10:30  a.m. 


Processional 

C.  Robert  Ege,  Organist 

Star  Spangled  Banner School  and  Audience 


Invocation' The  Rev.  Nathaniel  C.  Acton,  B.D. 

Rector,  Memorial  Church  of  St.  Paul,  Overbrook 


Chorus  :  "Let  There  Be  Music" Frances  Williams 

Essay  :  "Where  Angels  Fear  to  Tread" Mary  Ann  Dreher 

CiiORrs:  "Dance.  My  Comrades" Richard  Bennett 


Address  :  "The  Challenge  to  Youth  of  the  Conquest 

of  Outer  Space" Dr.  Hugh  Borton 

President ,  II  aver  ford  College,  llaverford,  Pa. 


Presentation  of  Diplomas  and  Certificates Charles  J.  Blddle,  President 

School  Song  :  "Overbrook" The  School 

Recessional 


25 


Graduates  of  the  Class  of  1958 


ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA 

Roland  Henry  Clough Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mary  Ann  Dreher Ivyland,  Pa. 

Edward  Claefey Philadelphia.  1  'a. 

GENERAL  DIPLOMA 

Carol  Tenbrook  Coe Philadelphia,  I  'a. 

Catherine  Elizabeth  Liney Embreeville,  I 'a. 

Hugh  Allen  Nickerson Pennsburg,  Pa. 

Ruth  Arlene  Nissly Lititz,  I  'a. 

V(  )CATIONAL  CERTIFICATE 

Lena  Fay  Gries Damascus,  Pa. 

Hugh  Allen  Nickerson Pennsburg,  I  'a. 

Catherine  Elizabeth  Liney Embreeville,  Pa. 

Carol  Tenbrook  Coe Philadelphia,  Pa. 

HOME  TEACHER,  CLASS  I  CERTIFICATE 

Hilda  Graham Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Kathryn  P.  Iannuzzo Greensburg,  Pa. 

George  F.  McRae Clarkston,  Mich. 

Janelda  Sanders Evergreen,  Ala. 

George  R.  Shober Philadelphia,  I  'a. 

CLASS  MOTTO 

"Win  if  you  can.  Lose  if  you  must. 
But  play  the  game  fair  and  square." 

CLASS  OFFICERS 

President Roland  Clough 

[ "ice-President Hugh  Nickerson 

Secretary Mary  Ann  Dreher 

Treasurer Catherine  Liney 

CLASS  GIFT 
Tree  —  Flowering  Crab 

CLASS  COLORS  CLASS  FLOWER 

Pink  and  Charcoal  Gray  Peace  Rose 
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Roland  Henry  Clough.  .  .Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Academic;  Class  Treasurer  I,  2, ;  Student  Council 

2,  3,  4;  Student  Council  President  4;  O.  A.  A.  1,  2, 

3,  4  ;  O.  A.  A.  President  4  ;  Wrestling  Team,  1 ,  2,  3,  4  ; 
Co-Captain  4;  Track  Team  1,  2,  3,  4;  Class  President 
3,  4  ;  Hi-V  2,  3,  4  ;  Self -Help  Club  1,  2,  3,  4  ;  Orchestra 
1,2,3,4. 


Carol  Tenbrook  Coe Philadelphia,  Pa. 

General ;  Vocational ;  Class  Secretary  2,  3  ;  Student 
Council  4;  Tri-Hi-Y  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Players  3,  4. 


Lena  Fay  Gries Damascus,  Pa. 

Vocational:  Class  Vice-President   (Vocational)  3; 
School  Play  3  ;  Tri-Hi-Y  3,  4. 
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Ruth  Arlene  Nissi.y 
( reneral ;  Tri-Hi-Y  4. 


Lititz,  Pa. 


Mary  Ann  Dreher Ivyland,  Pa. 

Academic ;  Class  President  2  ;  Class  Treasurer  3  ; 
Class  Secretary  4;  Student  Council  2.  3,  4;  World 
Affairs  Council  4 ;  Red  and  White  2,  3  ;  Editor  4 ; 
Ben  Jonson  Players  3,  4;  School  Play  3,  4;  Tri-Hi-Y 
2,  3,  4- 
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■•u, 


Catherine  Elizabeth  Liney 

Embreeville,  Pa. 

General;  Vocational;  Class  President  i,  2;  School 
Play  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Players  2,  3,  4 ;  Tri-Hi-Y 
3,  4;  Class  Secretary  2;  Orchestra  1.  2,  3;  Class 
Treasurer  3,  4;  World  Affairs  Council  4. 


Hugh  Allen  Nickerson.  .  .  .Pennsburg,  Pa. 

General  ;  Vocational  ;  School  Play  3,  4;  Class  Vice- 
President  2.  3,  4;  Student  Council  3,  4;  Hi-Y 
President  4;  Safety  Patrol  2.  3.  4;  O.  A.  A.  1.  2.  3; 
Wrestling  Team  1,  2,  3  ;  Co-Captain  4. 
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Student  Enrollment  195  7- 195  8 


Name  County 

Abate,  Joseph   Luzerne 

Anton,  David Philadelphia 

Adams,  Patty  Ann Philadelphia 

Anderson,  Vivian   Philadelphia 

Andrews,   Frances    Philadelphia 

Arndt,  Chester Lebanon 

Ashenf elder,  Anna  Mae Delaware 

Attig,   Edward    York 

Austin,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Baldwin,  Brenda Lancaster 

Barber,  Robert  Dauphin 

Barto,  Andrea Bucks 

Bashnick,  Dorothy   Lycoming 

Baxter,  Kim Lancaster 

Beam,  Frank  Lackawanna 

Beamer,  Barbara Adams 

Beddo,  Barbara Columbia 

Beier,  Heinz  G Germany  (Country) 

Bell,  Kenneth  New  Jersey  (State) 

Benner,  William Chester 

Berkey,  Martin Chester 

Berninger,  Donna Delaware 

Birkinshaw,  Joanne   Montgomery 

Bledsoe,  Robert Bucks 

Blevins,    Beverly    Montgomery 

Bond,  Leslie  Jo Bucks 

Bower,  J  ohn Tioga 

Bowersox,  Carroll   Snyder 

Bowersox,  Kenneth Lancaster 

Bowmaster,  Leslie   Bucks 

Bowmaster,  Susan   Bucks 

Boyd,  Virginia   Delaware 

Bream,  Carol   Adams 

Brezinski,   Gerald    Schuylkill 

Bricker,  Mary  Ann  Dauphin 

Brilla,  Bruce  Bucks 

Brittingham,  Linda Montgomery 

Brooks,  Charles    Philadelphia 

Brown,  Ali Philadelphia 

Brown,  Alice New  Jersey   (  State  ) 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,  Allen    Philadelphia 

Burke,  Tbomas Delaware 

Burns,  Mark Chester 

Caine,  Anna  Marie Philadelphia 

Calvanelli,  Albert New  Jersey  (State) 

Capkin,    Lee    Philadelphia 

Caranas,  Renee   Philadelphia 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carey,  Donna Tioga 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cauich,  Deborah Bucks 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Chapman,  Laura   Philadelphia 

Charlesworth,  Harry Philadelphia 

Chepress.  Linda Philadelphia 


Name  County 

Claffey,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Clemson,  Edgar   Montgomery 

Clough,  Roland  Philadelphia 

Coe,   Carol    Philadelpliia 

Collins,  Kathleen Philadelphia 

Condaras,  George  Luzerne 

Connelly,   John    Delaware 

Costanzo,  G.  Philip Lackawanna 

Courtney,  Eileen   Philadelphia 

Cox,  Hilory   Cumberland 

Coxe,  John Chester 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann  Lancaster 

Crisamore,  Joanna York 

Crissey,   Arthur    Delaware 

Cummings,  Teresa   Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Roland  Bruce Bradford 

Cylc,  Ronald   Delaware 

Davies,  David Luzerne 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

DeLurio,  John Delaware 

Dennis,  Eugene Chester 

Dieter,  Geraldine Bucks 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dilbeck,  Vernon Philadelphia 

Dilger,  Gerald   Pike 

Dillard,  Constance    Philadelphia 

DiSilverio,  John   Dauphin 

Doran,  Elizabeth    Philadelphia 

Doudna,  Jay    Berks 

Dowd,  Patricia  Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Beruadettc Delaware 

Dreher,  Mary  Ann Philadelphia 

Durbin,  Robert   Delaware 

Eckman,   Carlene    Sullivan 

Eckman,  Connie  Sullivan 

Edmondson,  Harold Dauphin 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

Fair,  Nadine Adams 

Falcone,  Francis  Delaware 

Farreny,  Nancy New  Jersey  (State) 

Fertig,  Martin Montgomery 

Fidler,  Richard   Philadelphia 

Finan,   Patricia   Montgomery 

Finan,  Timothy Montgomery 

Fioravanti,  John Montgomery 

Frank,  Carol Philadelphia 

Frymyer,  Barry Lancaster 

Fuchs,  Walter  Philadelphia 

Galante,  Thomas   Philadelphia 

Gallagher,  Kenneth Adams 

Gallagher,  Shirley Adams 

Gamble,  Jacqueline    Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Gavioli,  Simone Philadelphia 

George,  Kay  Mifflin 
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Name  County 

Gerhart,  Thomas Bucks 

Getz,  Eileen   Luzerne 

Gibilante,  Anthony   Montgomery 

Gibson,  Joseph   Delaware 

Gries,  Gloria Wayne 

Gries,  Harold   Wayne 

Gries,  Lena Wayne 

Groff,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Grossmyer,  Michele Bucks 

Gurmankin,  Judith   Philadelphia 

Hafer,  William  Berks 

Haines,  Melvin   Philadelphia 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Hansell,  James    Delaware 

Harper,  Robert   Philadelphia 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hartman,  David   Delaware 

Hawk,  Allan   Delaware 

Hawthorne,  Anneta Dauphin 

Hayes,   Theresa    Philadelphia 

Hertzler,  Kenneth  Lancaster 

Hess,  Larry  Columbia 

Hess,  Pamela Cumberland 

1  lildenbrand,  Herbert   Delaware 

Hippensteel,  Cynthia Delaware  (State) 

Hooks,  Lillian   Philadelphia 

Hoover,  Dolores   Northampton 

Horner,  Jean   Adams 

Horowitz,  Sondra Philadelphia 

Hudzina,  Donald   Delaware 

Isgro,    Diane    Philadelphia 

Jacobsen,  Lillian Bucks 

Jacobsen,  Loraine Bucks 

Jarinko,  Elouise   Carbon 

Jernigan,    Linda    Philadelphia 

Johnson,  David   Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Scott Philadelphia 

Johnston,  Joseph Delaware 

Karwowski,  Chester    Philadelphia 

Kearney,  Sheila Delaware 

Keefer,  Larry  Cumberland 

Keil,  George    Bucks 

Keiper,   Kathryn    Northumberland 

Keithley,  Michael Thailand  (Country) 

Kelley,  Patricia   Chester 

Kepler,  Polly Chester 

Kessler,  Ralph Perry 

Kline,  Rise   Northampton 

Koller,  Linda   Lancaster 

Kraczyk,  Eleanor   Philadelphia 

Kramer,  Harold   Berks 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Krell,   Laura    Philadelphia 

Krier,  John Philadelphia 

Kuhar,  Patricia Luzerne 

Kuhns,  Bernadette   Lehigh 

Kunigel,  Arlene Luzerne 

Kunkel,  Hope Northampton 

Lampe,  Ronald New  Jersey  (State) 

Lanzetta,  Linda  Philadelphia 

Lau,  Roberta York 


Name  County 

Law,  Charles   Chester 

Laws,  Constance Philadelphia 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 

Legenhausen,  Sandra Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie   Berks 

Leone,  Diane Delaware 

Lesher,  Linda Northumberland 

Lineberger,  Archie  Philadelphia 

Liney,  Catherine    Chester 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Logan,  Joan    Dauphin 

Logan,  Karen    Philadelphia 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Shirley   Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Susan   Montgomery 

Luttenberger,  Janice Lancaster 

Luttenberger,  John   Lancaster 

McCloskey,  Anthony Montgomery 

McCormick,  Harry....  New  Jersey   (State) 

McDonald,  Sharon Bucks 

Mc<  Jibboney,  Linda Chester 

McKenzie,  L.  Thomas.  .New  Jersey  (State) 

McNeil,  Dennis Philadelphia 

Marcavage,  Dennis   Philadelphia 

Marsh,  David   Carbon 

Marston,  Ward   Chester 

Mauser,  Joan Dauphin 

Meginley,  Regina  Philadelphia 

Melia,  John Bucks 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Mileski,  Stanley   Philadelphia 

Miller,   Frances    Montgomery 

Miller,  Gerald  Columbia 

Miller,  Hunter  Piatt Montgomery 

Mills,  Bruce New  Jersey  (State) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel    Delaware 

Moss,   Dennis   Delaware 

Muldrow,  Wilson    York 

Munizza,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Murdock,  John Dauphin 

Murray,  Donald Philadelphia 

Muschette,  Leroy   Philadelphia 

Myers,  Joseph   Philadelphia 

Napper,  Joyce Philadelphia 

Nardell,  Patricia Lehigh 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 

Newman,  William    Philadelphia 

Nickerson,  Hugh   Montgomery 

Nissley,  Ruth   Lancaster 

Oakes,  Donald Montgomery 

Oakley,   Harry,  Jr Bradford 

Oram,  Sharon Columbia 

Palmer,  Henry Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  (State) 

Patterson,   Betty    Franklin 

Pelzer,  Cornshea Philadelphia 

Peters,  Glenn  Philadelphia 

Plank,  Leni    Philadelphia 

Polizzotto,  Jeffrey   Lehigh 
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Name  County 

Powals,  Dorothy Philadelphia 

Powell,  Roderick Delaware 

Prager,  Sandra   Philadelphia 

Pratt,  Allison   Montgomery 

Prescott,  Teresa Philadelphia 

Priefert,  William    Philadelphia 

Quay,  Louis Montgomery 

Raymer,  Donna  Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Ellen  Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Kenneth   Philadelphia 

keardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Reed,  Catherine Philadelphia 

Rettew,  Judith   Delaware 

Ridley,  Charles York 

kineholt,  Barry York 

Rivera,  Joshua New  Jersey  (State) 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Rook,  Terry  Ann  Philadelphia 

kosman,  Ned   Lancaster 

Roush,  Patty   Perry 

Rucker,  Mary  Jo   Philadelphia 

kusinski,  Robert Montgomery 

Russek,  Frank,  Jr Philadelphia 

Sabol,  Robert   Dauphin 

Sassaman,  Christine  Berks 

Schmid,  Sigrid Philadelphia 

Schroth,  Candace    Cumberland 

Senss,  Klaus Philadelphia 

Sersch,  Marie Dauphin 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel  Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John Philadelphia 

Shuey,  Verdun   Dauphin 

Shusterman,  Larry Philadelphia 

Sidler,  Jeffrey Delaware 

Simmons,  Rodger  Philadelphia 

Simon,  Janice   Philadelphia 

Simpson,   Daniel    Chester 

Simpson,  David   Chester 

Slifer,  Dolores    Bucks 

Smith,  Benjamin Philadelphia 

Smith,  Christine Chester 

Smith,  Georgianna   Philadelphia 

Smith,  James   Philadelphia 

Smith,   Samuel    Montgomery 

Spence,  Banks Delaware 

Spiegel,  Nichole   York 

Spotts,  Richard   Bradford 


Name  County 

Spruill,  James,  J r Philadelphia 

Stewart,  Ronald Philadelphia 

Stilchen,  Salvatore Philadelphia 

Stoops,  Dana   Perry 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Stroup,  Peggy  Ann   Columbia 

Sundelius,  Timothy.  .  .  .  New  Jersey  (State) 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Sweeney,  Stephen Northumberland 

Swenton,  Martin  Lackawanna 

Thayer,   Randolph    Lackawanna 

Thompson,  Ronald Delaware 

Tilson,  Christine Delaware 

Tokarowski,  Nancy  Delaware 

Tucker,  Otto Philadelphia 

Yalle,  Albert   Philadelphia 

Vernon,  Helen Philadelphia 

Vitale,  Alice  Faye Montour 

Vitko,  Patricia Northampton 

W'aker,   Robert    Philadelphia 

Waller,  William Delaware 

YYertz,  Edwin  York 

Wertz,  John  Perry 

Whyte,  Donald Chester 

Whyte,  George Chester 

Willard,  Jackie  Lynn Lancaster 

Williams,  Arnold   Philadelphia 

Williams,  Lynn    Montgomery 

Williams,   Vivian    Philadelphia 

Wilson,  David Chester 

Wilson,  Kathy Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris Delaware 

Winters,  John Cumberland 

Wolcott,  Howard   Bradford 

Wright,   Margaret   Delaware 

Young,  Theodore  Clinton 

Zavatsky,  Stephen Luzerne 

Home  Teachers  State 

Anderson,  Norman   Pennsylvania 

Feltenberger,  Richard    Pennsylvania 

Graham,  Hilda  New  York 

Ianuzzo,  Kathryn Pennsylvania 

McRae,  George Michigan 

Sanders,  Janelda   Alabama 

Shober,  George   Pennsylvania 

Vandenbord,  Marcella   Pennsylvania 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possihle,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845- 1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry 1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin 1849- 1888 

Frank  Battles 1888-1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936- 1945 


Josef  G.  Cauffman J945- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 


% 


Overbrook  School 
for  the  Blind 


Report  ipjS-igjp 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-SEVENTH  YEAR 


OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue 
Philadelphia  31,  Pennsylvania 


Report  of  the  Managers 

of 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


V 


1958-1959 


Officers 


Patron 
His  Excellency,  Governor  David  L.  Lawrence 

President 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Esq.  (1916) 

Vice-Presidents 


Winthrop  H.  Battles 

(1934) 

W.  Morrow  Roosevelt 

(1955) 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 

(1948) 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

(1955) 

Allston  Jenkins 

(I930) 

Manag 

ers 

Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 

(19-25) 

Cooper  Howell 

(1949) 

Philip  Price 

(1934) 

Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

(1951) 

Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 

(1937) 

Warren  M.  Wells 

(1951) 

James  H.  Robins 

(1937) 

Thomas  M.  Rauch 

(1955) 

William  T.  Carter 

(1940) 

James  B.  Seelye 

(1955) 

George  A.  Robbins 

(1942) 

Alexander  B.  Wheeler 

(1955) 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 

(1946) 

Following  the  election  standing  committees  were  appointed : 

Finance 

Allston  Jenkins 
Philip  Price 
Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 

Instruction 

Rudolph  S.  Rauch 
Thomas  M.  Rauch 
Edgar  Scott,  Jr. 
James  B.  Seelye 

Household 

Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 
Cooper  Howell 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 
Warren  M.  Wells 
Alexander  B.  Wheeler 


Edward  Hopkinson,  Jr. 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 


Cooper  Howell 
Winthrop  H.  Battles 
Mrs.  Clarence  H.  Clark 


W.  Morrow  Roosevelt 
Rudolph  S.  Rauch 
Nicholas  G.  Roosevelt 
William  T.  Carter 
George  A.  Robbins 


Alexander  B.  Wheeler 
Allston  Jenkins 


Public  Relations 

Thomas  M.  Rauch 
Mrs.  Eric  de  Spoelberch 

Blind  Students  Self-Help  Club 
William  T.  Carter 


Josef  G.  Cauffman,  Principal 


Albert  G.  Cowgill,  Principal  Emeritus 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 

to  the 

Members  of  the  Association 

and  to  the  Legislature 


The  Board  of  Managers  submits  the  following  annual  report  of  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  for  your  information. 

At  the  time  the  school  was  planning  for  its  125th  anniversary,  a  public 
relations  council  was  secured  to  help  inform  the  public  of  school  activities. 
The  effort  was  so  successful  that  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  services  of 
Mrs.  Lewis  who  for  the  past  year  has  been  working  with  the  authors  and 
publishers  of  two  books  which  deal  with  the  work  of  the  school. 

The  first,  a  biography  of  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  founder  and  first 
principal  of  the  school,  has  been  written  by  Mrs.  Elisabeth  D.  Freund, 
a  descendant  of  Friedlander's  brother.  The  book  has  been  aptly  titled 
CRUSADER  FOR  LIGHT,  and  is  a  delightful,  human  story  of  Fried- 
lander  and  his  times,  revealed  in  great  part  through  the  letters  which  he 
wrote  to  his  family  in  Germany.  The  book  is  published  by  Dorrance  & 
Company,  Inc.,  Philadelphia,  and  is  available  at  book  stores  in  the  city. 

The  second  book  is  the  autobiography  of  one  of  Overbrook's  famous 
alumnae,  Genevieve  Caulheld,  class  of  1905.  Her  story  is  most  unusual  and 
involves  her  experiences  not  only  as  a  student  of  Overbrook,  but  as  a  teacher 
in  Japan,  and  founder  of  the  Bangkok  School  for  the  Blind  in  Thailand. 
It  is  published  by  Harper  Brothers,  and  will  reach  bookstands  on  January 
20,  i960. 

The  enrollment  has  reached  an  all  time  high  and  its  peak  for  the 
1958-59  school  year  was  338.  This  posed  a  problem  in  housing  girls  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  a  century,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  has  pur- 
chased a  large  residence  nearby  to  be  used  as  a  practice  house-home  for  the 
senior  high  school  girls  who,  under  the  direction  of  their  teacher-supervisor, 


will  do  the  housekeeping  and  prepare  some  meals  for  themselves.  This 
arrangement  will  release  sufficient  beds  in  the  girls'  dormitories  to  relieve 
the  congestion.  It  is  hoped  this  residence  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by 
January  i,  i960. 

Whatever  accomplishments  are  made  at  the  Overbrook  School  are  due 
to  the  work  of  dedicated  teachers  and  staff  who  have  given  generously  of 
their  time.  In  turn  the  school  is  benefitted  by  the  unselfish  devotion  of  a 
Board  of  Managers  who  serve  so  efficiently  and  willingly  on  committees  of 
administration. 

We  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  many  donors  whose  gifts  of  money 
or  materials  have  assisted  in  the  education  of  our  blind  youth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  J.  Biddle, 

President 


On  the  Way  to  Class 
4 


Report  of  the  Principal 

to  the 

Board  of  Managers 


Gentlemen: 


At  the  end  of  our  127th  year  a  precise  review  of  the  year  past  would 
reveal  more  likenesses  than  differences  in  the  last  decade.  But  there  are  some 
important  differences:  the  main  one  is  the  ever-increasing  effort  to  break 
down  the  limits  of  institutional  environment,  and  to  adopt  the  ways  of  the 
sighted  schools.  Much  that  is  good  is  the  result.  Boys  and  girls  no  longer 
feel  "shut  in"  in  their  respective  schools,  but  revel  in  their  friendships  and 
contacts  with  those  who  are  unhindered  by  a  handicap.  Other  things  not  so 
good  have  caused  new  problems  for  the  modern  administrator  of  a  residential 
school,  for  it  is  unwise  to  accept  everything  from  outside  without  careful 
evaluation. 

Perhaps  in  our  anxiety  to  do  everything  the  "sighted"  way,  we  have 
forgotten  that  learning  through  the  fingers  is  a  slow  and  not  always  easy 
method  of  learning,  that  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  our  reading  techniques, 
vocabularies,  spelling,  and  grammar  is  essential.  In  our  effort  to  democratize 
the  learning  processes,  Braille  has  fallen  by  the  wayside.  Yet  where  the  eye 
cannot  quickly  glance  back  to  refresh  the  memory,  knowledge  must  be 
stored  carefully  where  it  can  be  found  in  the  recesses  of  the  mind  when 
needed.  Only  one  process  can  insure  that,  and  it  is  drill.  We  know  that 
blind  children  are  handicapped  in  the  amount  of  material  that  they  can 
cover  in  a  comparable  time  with  their  sighted  counterparts,  and  it  therefore 
behooves  us  to  provide  the  extra  study  time  for  the  students  in  order  to 
compensate  for  their  lack  of  sight. 


Busy  Library  Corner 

( with  books,  globe,  and 

tape  recorder) 


Monitoring  Magazine  Sales 


The  programs  of  our  residential  schools  have  always  been  rich  in  con- 
tent, and  the  business  of  learning  how  to  live  in  a  sighted  world  without 
sight  is  an  important  part  of  the  curriculum.  Even  more  has  been  added  in 
the  way  of  mobility  education,  orientation,  travelling  experiences,  and  in 
social  affairs  with  mixed  groups.  We  have  borne  down  heavily  on  testing 
the  mind,  the  body,  the  personality,  and  vocational  aptitudes.  We  have  not 
always  followed  the  advice  of  the  testers.  Perhaps  that  is  as  it  should  be, 
as  the  imponderables  of  education  must  have  recognition  at  the  hands  of  the 
guidance  director.  Yet  I  feel  that  we  must  remain  alive  to  our  special  func- 
tion, and  not  imitate  any  process  used  or  subjects  taught  in  schools  for  the 
sighted  without  bringing  a  critical  eye  to  bear  upon  them.  Adaptations  for 
the  schools  for  the  sighted  should  stand  the  test  of  practicability,  cultural 
possibilities,  or  vocational  aptitudes  that  are  within  the  scope  of  blind  stu- 
dents. Our  type  of  education  is  unique  in  that  we  have  opportunity  to  cast 
off  the  fetters  of  strict  courses  of  study  designed  for  the  multitude,  and  to 
replace  them  with  the  special  knowledge  and  equipment  at  our  command. 


A  Lamp  in  the  Making 


Our  job  is  to  do  the  personal  thing  for  each  child  that  cannot  be  done  else- 
where. All  of  our  children  being  handicapped,  we  need  not  maintain  two 
bases,  two  goals,  or  two  sets  of  standards.  We  can  by  the  very  nature  of  our 
organization  rule  out  the  lack  of  sight  as  a  deterrent  to  education ;  for  we  have 
the  means,  the  knowledge,  and  the  opportunity  to  develop  the  remaining 
four  senses  in  such  a  manner  that  the  students  can  function  adequately  in 
the  world.  This  is  the  end  result  sought,  and  the  philosophy  of  our  school 
sums  it  up  very  well : 

"Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,  chartered  in  1834,  is  pledged  to 
develop  in  its  students  those  qualities  of  body,  mind,  and  spirit  which  will 
enable  them  to  meet  the  growing  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship  in  a 
self-governing  society;  to  develop  emotionally  secure  individuals  who  will 
achieve  happiness  through  independence  and  a  realization  of  personal  worth; 
to  develop  the  attitudes  and  interests  that  will  provide  religious  and  moral 
values  in  the  individual ;  to  develop  the  ability  to  participate  in  the  world 
of  the  sighted  by  gaining  independence  and  happiness  by  conforming  to  the 
manners  of  seeing  people." 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  residential  schools  of  the  present  have  learned 
much  from  the  public  schools  and  that  they  are  ever  on  the  alert  for  new 
and  better  ways  of  building  true  and  accurate  concepts  in  pupils.  They  are 
the  laboratories  in  living  and  learning  that  cannot  be  replaced  by  any  patch- 
work arrangement  of  services  supplied  erratically  or  piecemeal.  The  shy  or 
backward  child  does  not  have  added  to  his  burden  unfair  competition  with 
children  whose  vision  gives  them  an  incalculable  advantage  rather  than  the 
fellowship  of  being  on  equal  terms  with  classmates,  which  encourages  experi- 
ments in  social  competency.  Frequent  contact  with  non-handicapped  groups 
provides  the  arena  in  which  he  may  demonstrate  his  social  proficiency,  as 
our  founder,  Julius  R.  Friedlander,  stated  in  1832:  "The  object  which  we 
ought  to  entertain  in  the  education  of  blind  pupils,  is  to  redress  effectually 


A  Bassoon  Lesson 


Student  Council  President 
and  Executive  Committee 


the  natural  disadvantages  with  which  they  are  encumbered  and  to  enlarge 
as  far  as  possible  the  sphere  of  their  knowledge  and  activity j  so  that  on 
leaving  the  school  they  may  be  able  to  conform  to  the  manners  of  the  see- 
ing, and  thus,  in  their  intercourse  with  them,  to  feel  themselves  less  de- 
pendent and  consequently  more  happy."  These  words  are  no  less  true  today 
than  they  were  when  penned  by  Friedlander. 

Through  facilities  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Dolfmger- 
McMahon  Foundation,  Philadelphia,  the  preschool  program  of  Overbrook 
was  reviewed  and  condensed  into  a  manual  designed  to  inform  the  field  at 
large  of  what  is  being  done  and  how,  in  a  booklet  entitled  PRELUDE  TO 
KINDERGARTEN.  Miss  Anne  Graham  Nugent,  former  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor, Early  Childhood  and  Elementary  Education,  Temple  University,  and 
at  present  Dean  of  Women  and  Assistant  Professor,  Muhlenberg  College, 
Allentown,  did  the  research  and  wrote  the  report.  Complimentary  copies 
were  furnished  to  schools  for  the  blind,  libraries,  and  commissions  for  the 
blind  where  it  was  thought  the  book  might  prove  useful,  and  copies  at 
$1.50  each,  are  available  at  the  school. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  our  colleagues  to  know  that  a  pioneering  effort 
in  the  commercial  field  which  will  cover  the  subjects  of  accounting,  business 
law,  and  management,  has  been  written  and  tested  at  the  school  by  Mr. 
John  E.  Kappel,  of  Drexel  Institute,  and  will  be  published  in  the  near 
future,  also  through  the  generosity  of  the  Dolfinger-McMahon  Foundation. 

The  reports  of  the  assistant  principal,  administrative  assistant,  and 
department  heads  which  follow  will  in  some  manner  indicate  the  means, 
activities,  and  principles  used  to  accomplish  these  ends. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Josef  G.  Cauffman, 

Principal 


Report  of  the  Assistant  Principal 

JOSEPH  J.  KERR 

Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the  Blind 

The  Eastern  Athletic  Association  for  the  Blind  (E.A.A.B.)  Track 
Tournament  was  held  at  the  Overbrook  School  on  May  16,  1959.  Seven 
schools  participated  and  finished  in  this  order:  Maryland,  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, Overbrook,  New  York  Institute,  Virginia,  Connecticut,  and  Perkins. 
Eleven  schools  in  the  Eastern  section  belong  to  our  association  but  Ohio, 
North  Carolina,  Batavia  and  West  Virginia  were  unable  to  attend.  Ten  events 
are  included  in  the  meet  which  begins  at  9  a.m.  and  continues  through  the 
day,  usually  concluding  by  5  p.m.  These  events  include:  50-  and  75-yard 
dash,  high  jump,  8-pound  shot,  three  consecutive  jumps,  1 2-pound  shot, 
hop-step  and  jump,  broad  jump,  football  throw,  and  the  2-mile  run.  One 
new  record  was  established  this  year  in  the  2-mile  run.  Overbrook  repre- 
sented by  John  Bower  and  Leroy  Elliott  ran  the  distance  in  1 1  minutes,  53.5 
seconds. 

WRESTLING  TOURNAMENT 

So  loud  and  continuous  was  the  tumult  caused  by  the  cheering  sections 
of  four  of  the  nine  schools  participating  in  the  E.A.A.B.  Wrestling  Tourna- 
ment, that  the  officials  had  to  stop  the  match  and  ask  for  quiet.  From  then 
on  the  sections  showed  their  enthusiasm  in  between  matches  and  at  the  end 
of  each  period.  Thus  the  13th  Annual  E.A.A.B.  Wrestling  Tournament  at 
the  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind  began  on  Friday  evening,  March  6th 
and  finished  in  a  blaze  of  glory  on  Saturday  evening,  March  7,  1959. 

Nine  schools  participated  and  finished  in  this  order:  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Western  Pennsylvania,  Overbrook,  New  York  Insti- 
tute, Connecticut,  North  Carolina,  and  Perkins. 

Overbrook  had  one  champion,  Karl  Garrett,  in  the   103-pound  class. 


Trampoline  Try  Out 


MUSIC  FESTIVAL 

Overbrook  School  was  host  to  the  Third  Annual  Music  Festival  of 
Schools  for  the  Blind  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  17,  18,  1959. 

Seven  schools  sent  representatives  from  their  music  departments  and 
pupils  to  participate.  The  planning  committee  had  arranged  a  very  good 
program  for  the  combined  choruses  and  the  individual  schools  selected  the 
compositions  for  their  orchestras,  instrumental  numbers,  and  choirs.  Over- 
brook's  senior  high  chorus,  orchestra,  and  seven  instrumental  numbers  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  complete  program. 

Probably  the  most  inspirational  moments  were  the  renditions  of  the 
combined  choruses  of  over  a  hundred  students  singing  Handel's  "See  the 
Conquering  Hero  Comes,"  Mozart's  "Coronation  Mass,"  and  Bach's  "Alle- 
luia." This  climaxed  a  weekend  of  good  fellowship  with  good  music. 

HALLOWE'EN 

Next  to  Christmas,  probably  the  other  event  in  the  school  activities  that 
affords  most  interest  is  Hallowe'en.  The  lower  school  celebrates  Hallowe'en 
by  having  a  parade  which  includes  children  from  Lions  Hall  and  Fried- 
lander  Hall.  They  join  ranks  and  parade  through  the  main  building.  The 
teachers  and  housemothers  spend  considerable  time  in  getting  the  costumes 
adjusted  and  the  false  faces  in  place,  and  the  hats  and  fancy  gadgets  all  in 
line.  Then  off  they  go,  noise  makers,  and  all,  for  a  gala  time  and  return 
to  the  cottages  for  a  party.  The  upper  school  assembles  in  the  gym  after 
dinner  for  its  "Grand  March"  and  almost  the  entire  student  body  is  in  line. 
Much  time  and  effort  go  into  the  costumes  which  vary  in  beauty,  originality, 
and  charm.  In  a  riot  of  color  and  quaint  designs  the  marchers  "strut  their 
stuff"  to  a  Sousa  march  until  the  judges  choose  the  winners  in  all  categories, 
after  which  the  younger  children  return  to  their  cottages  for  a  party,  and 
the  older  students  remain  for  the  dance. 


Arithmetic  Can  Be  Fun 


OPEN  HOUSE 

The  first  Thursday  evening  in  November  of  each  year  Overbrook  cele- 
brates "Open  House."  This  is  in  conjunction  with  National  Education 
Week,  to  acquaint  the  parents,  friends,  and  the  general  public  with  the  edu- 
cational program  conducted  by  the  school.  A  large  number  of  people  attend 
to  see  the  pupils  and  teachers  in  regular  classes  from  the  third  grade  through 
high  school. 

BOY  SCOUT  CAMPOREE 

Each  year  the  Boy  Scouts  in  Schools  for  the  Blind  in  the  eastern  area 
gather  for  a  weekend  camporee.  Twelve  years  ago  Overbrook  organized  a 
Jamboree  for  blind  scouts,  and  it  was  so  well  received  that  it  has  become 
an  annual  event  in  the  Scouting  program,  although  the  name  has  been 
changed  from  Jamboree  to  Camporee,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of 
the  Boys  Scouts  of  America.  From  four  to  seven  schools  participate  each 
year  in  a  two-day  scouting  program.  Last  year  Virginia  School  was  to  have 
been  host,  but  due  to  the  "flu"  epidemic  the  Camporee  was  cancelled. 

PLAY  DAY 

One  of  the  events  to  which  the  girls  look  forward  each  year  is  the 
annual  Play  Day.  Five  girls  are  selected  from  the  senior  high  school  by  the 
faculty  and  girls,  to  represent  the  school.  Five  eastern  schools  take  turns  in 
acting  as  host  for  this  event  which  is  held  early  in  October  of  each  year.  The 
host  school  provides  a  program  of  activities  for  the  weekend  beginning 
on  Friday  evening  and  continuing  through  Saturday.  After  games,  stunts, 
activities,  sightseeing,  food,  and  fun  the  girls  return  to  their  respective 
schools  with  a  memento,  and  a  host  of  pleasant  memories. 


Dressmakers 


Report  of  the  Administrative  Assistant 

GEORGE  N.  McCREA 

Wrestling  and  Track  Activity  Resume 

The  wrestling  season  of  1958-59  was  considered  a  success  when  the 
final  figures  were  tabulated.  Ten  matches  were  held  throughout  the  season, 
with  the  Overbrook  boys  winning  five  and  losing  five.  Among  the  schools 
for  the  blind  Overbrook  won  all  its  matches.  The  following  schools  were 
defeated:  Connecticut  39-10,  Maryland  28-17  and  New  York  25-17.  Ger- 
mantown  Friends  School  was  defeated  35-14  and  Friends'  Central  went 
down  to  defeat  by  the  score  of  28-17.  On  the  losing  side  of  the  schedule, 
the  following  teams  defeated  Overbrook:  Springfield  (Del.  Co.)  32-11, 
Penn  Charter  36-9,  Collingswood,  N.  J.,  49-3,  and  Upper  Darby  26-21 
and  25-17. 

Most  of  the  boys  on  the  team  this  year  will  return  for  competition  in 
the  fall.  Karl  Garrett,  Richard  Spotts,  and  Gerald  Handel  have  been  gradu- 
ated, but  it  is  felt  that  the  team  will  be  vastly  improved  next  year  because 
of  the  experience  gained  through  competition  this  past  year. 

The  spring  of  the  year  finds  the  boys  working  out  on  the  cinder  path 
and  the  jumping  pits,  in  preparation  for  the  track  season.  Two  dual  meets 
were  held  with  Overbrook  losing  both.  New  York  eked  out  a  52-51  victory, 
with  the  final  event  deciding  the  score.  The  Maryland  School,  which  even- 
tually went  on  to  win  the  tournament,  visited  us  one  afternoon  and  over- 
powered the  Overbrook  squad  to  the  tune  of  64-43.  The  following  boys 
were  outstanding  during  the  track  season:  Emery  Williams  and  Richard 
Kreamer  in  the  dashes,  Klaus  Senss  and  Ben  Smith  in  the  shot-put  and  John 
Bower  and  Pete  Elliott  in  the  two  mile  run. 


Tina  Meets  a  Bee 


Library  Report 

RUTH  A.  RUDOLPH 

We  are  told  that  we  have  the  distinction  of  having  one  of  the  largest 
Braille  libraries  in  a  school  for  the  blind,  if  not  the  largest.  That  means  that 
our  collection  of  Braille  and  talking  books  should  be  the  means  of  having 
one  of  the  most  effective  libraries,  yet  I  wonder  if  our  rating  would  be  of 
equal  value  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  our  collection.  More  space  is 
needed  for  display  purposes. 

Complete  selected  general  lists  of  Braille  and  talking  books  have  been 
distributed  to  the  members  of  the  faculty. 

Considerable  time  is  given  to  reference  work  with  students,  and  ma- 
terials are  located  in  Braille,  on  records,  and  on  tape.  It  is  reported  that  a 
Braille  encyclopedia  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  volumes  will  be  available 
to  the  schools  in  two  years.  This  fills  a  long-felt  need,  and  will  be  a  boon 
to  blind  students  who  wish  to  supplement  textbook  study  with  reference 
work. 

Time  is  given  to  reference  work  for  home  teachers  and  faculty  mem- 
bers who  are  taking  graduate  work.  We  have  the  privilege  of  borrowing 
books  from  Bryn  Mawr  College  and  Haverford  College  libraries. 

File  materials  that  contribute  to  reference  work  are  being  expanded. 

Statistics  for  the  Period 
i.    Accession: 

Print  82        Text  Print  50       Dunning  Fund  22        Pamphlets  14 

Braille  129  titles       38  Pamphlet  titles 

Talking  Books  34  12  Reader's  Digests  Tape  Recordings  37 

2.  Circulation: 

Braille  3512        Print  720       Talking  Books  5  00 
Tape  Recordings  105 

From  the  Free  Library  and  Other  Sources: 
Braille  62        Print  26        Talking  Books  22 

3.  Number  of  student  borrowers  1 76 

4.  Books  mended  12 

5.  New  catalogue  cards  made: 

Braille  447        Print  357        Talking  Books  173 
Tape  Recordings  74 
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Dramatic  and  Speech  Activities 

ERNEST  A.  MARTUCCI 

October  10,  Miss  Snyder's  Low  Vision  Class,  Columbus  Day  Play, 
after  chapel,  time  duration  22  minutes,  six  children  took  part,  stage  man- 
agers, Eugene  Cavna  and  Jack  Krier. 

October  n  (Saturday),  children  of  Friedlander  and  teacher  attended 
the  Children's  Theatre  at  the  Academy  of  Music. 

October  30,  Hallowe'en  poems  were  given  by  Junior  High  Braille 
students,  after  chapel,  time  duration  10  minutes,  6  children  participating. 

November  12,  boys  from  White  Hall,  reading  Ballad  of  the  Reading 
Goal  (with  music),  after  chapel,  time  duration  17  minutes,  five  boys  par- 
ticipating. 

November  15  (Saturday),  children  of  Friedlander  and  teacher  at- 
tended the  Children's  Theatre  at  the  Academy  of  Music. 

November  25,  Senior  High  students'  annual  play,  Seven  Keys  to  Bald- 
pate,  evening,  time  duration  2  Vi  hours,  1 5  children  participating,  stage 
managers,  E.  Cavna  and  J.  Krier. 

December  10,  Mr.  Hoag's  Pre- Vocational  Class,  presented  the  story 
of  the  T.B.  Stamp,  after  chapel,  time  duration  19  minutes,  eight  children 
participating,  stage  managers,  E.  Cavna  and  J.  Krier. 

January  14,  entire  cast  of  Seven  Keys  to  Baldpatey  and  Mr.  Koene- 
mann's  Ben  Jonson  Club,  attended  Old  Vic's  production  of  Hamlet  at  the 
Erlanger  Theatre;  five  chaperons  also  attended. 

January  28,  staff  play,  An  Evening  at  the  Blake s,  after  chapel,  time 
duration  21  minutes,  nine  teachers  participated,  John  Boyle  and  Joseph 
Reynolds,  stage  managers. 


Miss  Mountain  Instructs  in 
Social  Dancina 


February  13,  Mr.  Barkovich's  class,  A  February  Failure,  after  chapel, 
time  duration  1 8  minutes,  ten  children  participated,  stage  managers,  E.  Cavna 
and  J.  Krier. 

February  21  (Saturday),  children  of  Friedlander  and  teacher  attended 
the  Children's  Theatre  at  the  Academy  of  Music. 

February  25,  Mrs.  FarrelPs  Low  Vision  Class,  Washington  Was  Here, 
after  chapel,  time  duration  15  minutes,  seven  children  participated,  stage 
managers,  E.  Cavna,  J.  Krier,  and  J.  Bowers. 

March  14  (Saturday),  children  of  Friedlander  and  teacher  attended 
the  Children's  Theatre  at  the  Academy  of  Music. 

March  19,  senior  boys,  reading  Dickens'  Life  of  Christ  (with  music), 
after  chapel,  2 1  minutes,  six  boys  participated. 

April  17,  Mrs.  Tick's  class,  Whose  Birthday  Is  It?  (Jefferson),  after 
chapel,  time  duration  23  minutes,  hve  students  participated,  stage  managers, 
E.  Cavna  and  J.  Krier. 

May  6,  Parent-Teachers  Association,  The  Unseen,  in  the  evening,  time 
duration  27  minutes,  three  parents,  two  teachers  participated  (given  during 
P.T.A.  meeting). 

May  13,  Declamation  Contest,  high  school  students,  after  chapel,  14 
minutes,  three  boys  participated. 

May  15,  Mr.  Maley's  class,  Hearts  and  Flowers  for  Mother,  after 
chapel,  time  duration  1 1  minutes,  seven  children  participated,  E  Cavna  and 
J.  Krier,  stage  managers. 

June  12,  Alumni  Little  Theatre  Group,  Suppressed  Desires,  given  in 
the  evening,  one  act,  3  1  minutes,  six  adults  participated,  stage  managers, 
J.  Boyle  and  J.  Reynolds. 

Seven  Keys  to  Baldpate,  a  delightful  comedy,  written  by  George  M. 
Cohan,  was  chosen  and  presented  by  the  students  of  the  Overbrook  School 
for  the  Blind,  for  the  annual  play,  '58-'59  season.  Fifteen  students,  two 
of  whom  were  associated  with  the  Low  Vision  Classes,  presented  the  play 
on  the  25th  of  November  at  8:15  p.m.,  in  the  school  auditorium. 

Rehearsals  were  held  after  school  and  in  the  evenings,  however,  the 
students  were  urged  to  keep  up  with  their  studies.  Try-outs  and  parts  were 
given  out  the  second  week  in  October,  rehearsal  started  November  1.  The 
students  were  told  that  since  this  was  their  play,  they  must  assume  the 
responsibility  of  learning  their  way  around  the  stage  without  the  help  of 
guides ;  they  were  further  informed  that  it  was  also  their  responsibility  to 
learn  the  lines  as  there  would  be  no  prompting. 

The  play  was  well  received,  coffee  was  provided  by  the  P.T.A.  and 
the  O.A.A.  after  the  performance  for  the  actors,  parents,  and  guests. 
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Preschool  Department 

ANNE  W.  MORAN 
Supervisor 

The  services  of  the  preschool  department  consist  of  home  visiting, 
Summer  Nursery,  Three-Day  Nursery  School,  and  Saturday  Service  Station. 
The  home  visiting  is  a  form  of  counselling  to  the  parents  in  their  homes 
from  the  time  the  child  is  first  known  to  us  until  such  time  as  other  services 
replace  this  need.  During  the  month  of  July,  mothers  in  groups  of  ten  with 
their  blind  babies,  attend  the  Summer  Nursery.  They  live  at  the  school  for 
a  two-week  period  where  courses  of  special  interest  and  help  are  given  to 
the  mothers,  while  trained  teachers  work  with  the  children.  Children's  ages 
may  range  from  one  to  three  and  a  half  years. 

The  Nursery  School  operates  three  mornings  a  week  for  children  from 
three  years  to  school  age  who  need  group  activity  or  individual  help  in  certain 
areas.  Dinner  is  served  before  the  group  goes  home  at  noon.  Conferences 
with  the  parents  are  scheduled  also. 

The  Saturday  Service  Station  is  a  separate  nursery  group,  meeting  two 
Saturdays  a  month  during  the  school  year  for  group  activity  for  the  children 
and  help  to  the  parents.  During  the  past  year  55  families  received  home 
counselling  services ;  a  total  of  1 1  children  attended  the  Nursery  School,  and 
9  others  attended  Saturday  Service  Station.  During  July,  ten  mothers  and 
their  babies,  from  seven  different  counties,  attended  the  Summer  Nursery. 


Cushion  Art   in 
Kindergarten 


Faculty  and  Staff 
1959-1960 


PRINCIPAL'S  OFFICE 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Assistant  Principal 

George  N.  McCrea,  B.A.,  M.S. 
Administrative  Assistant 

Helen  E.  Richman 

Secretary  to  the  Principal 

Dorothy  E.  Gilbert 
Secretary 

Elva  H.  Williams 

Secretary  to  Assistant  Principal 

ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

Ethel  K.  Arthur,  A.B.,  M.A. 
Social  Studies 


Flora  T.  Arthur,  B.S. 
Sixth  Grade 

^Ferdinand  Barkovich,  B.S. 
Special  Class 

Virginia  M.  Canan,  B.S. 
Third  Grade 

*Mae  Davidow,  B.A.,  M.Ed. 
Mathematics 

*H.  Byron  Elder,  BA. 

French,  English,  History 

Mary  P.  Farrell,  B.S.,  M.S. 

Jr.-Sr.  High  Loxv  Vision  Class 

Henry  B.  Harbage,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Fourth  Grade 


*  Defective  vision. 


The  World  Is 
Very  Large 
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♦Herbert  Harris,  B.S. 
Sixth  Grade 

John  H.  Hoag,  A.B. 
Junior  High  School 

*  Robert  Clay  Knight,  B.S. 
Junior  High  School 

Burleigh  D.  Koenemann,  B.A.,  M.A. 
English,  Latin,  German 

Barbara  D.  Leidholclt,  B.A.,  M.A. 
Fifth  Grade 

Patrick  V.  Maley,  A.B. 
Science,  Mathematics 

Ernest  A.  Martucci,  B.S. 

Dramatics,  Speech  Correction 

♦Theresa  G.  Miller,  B.S. 
Third  Grade 

Mildred  Murphy 
Fourth  Grade 


♦Martha  A.  Osborne,  B.A.,  M.A. 
Braille  Coach 

Clara  F.  Pollock 
Third  Grade 

*George  R.  Shober,  Jr.,  B.S. 

Commercial  Subjects 

Blanche  Snyder 

Elementary  Low  Vision  Class 

♦Gilbert  R.  Ullrich,  Sc.D. 

Elementary  School  Science 

fConstance  Weaver,  A.B. 
Commercial  Subjects 

Dorothy  E.  White,  B.S.,  M.Ed. 
Fifth  Grade 

Margaret  R.  Yick,  B.A.,  M.S. 
Commercial  Subjects 


♦  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 


A  Lamb  in  School 
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FRIEDLANDER  HALL 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  B.S. 
Supervisor 

Martha  R.  George,  B.S. 
First  Grade 

*Evelyn  Kaufman.  B.A..  M.Ed. 
Second  Grade 

Josephine  F.  Patterson 
Second  Grade 


LIONS  HALL 

Elizabeth  W.  Sigafoos,  B.S. 
Supervisor 

Dorothy  R.  Lindahl,  B.S. 
Kindergarten 

Maria  MacPhail 
Kindergarten 

*Edna  B.  Morgan,  B.S. 
First  Grade 


Marta  L.  Sarlo 
Kindergarten 

Alice  B.  Stout 
First  Grade 

Jean  S.  Carter,  B.S. 
Reading  Readiness 

Mary  C.  Geismann,  B.S. 
Reading  Readiness 

Mary  W.  Johnston 
Reading  Readiness 

DAY  NURSERY 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 
Supervisor 

Christine  J.  Cornwell,  B.S. 
Teacher,  and  Asst.  to 
Preschool  Worker 

Harriette  C.  Kerr 
Teacher 


*  Defective  vision. 


Summit  Conference  Here 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 

Joseph  J.  Kerr,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Director 

Joseph  A.  Chielli,  B.S. 
Boys 

Jean  Smith 
Girls 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

f  Harry  N.  Becker 

Senior  High  School  Chorus,  Voice 

fElsie  E.  Bruggeman 
Piano 

*C.  Robert  Ege 

General  Chorus,  Organ,  Senior  High 
Chorus,  Music  Appreciation 

Martin  Landis 

Instruments,  Handbells 

f*Edythe  H.  Morris 

Music  Braille,  Braille  Library 
Music  Appreciation,  Theory 

fEdith  M.  Murray 
Piano 

*Myron  E.  Ness 

Tuning,  Music  Appreciation, 
Orientation 

C.  Darlene  White,  B.A. 

Primary  School  Music, 
Elementary  Chorus 

MANUAL  ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

*John  P.  Boyle 

Caning,  Allied  Arts 

William  P.  Abernathy 
Woodwork,  Plastics 

*Margaret  Deaver,  B.S. 
Basketry,  Crocheting 


*  Augusta  H.  Hoffman 

Basketry,  Crocheting 

*  Agnes  Locuson 

Weaving,  Knitting 

fH.  Eleanor  Lodholz,  B.F.A. 
Ceramics 

Jacob  Sperling 

Machine  Shop  Instructor 

*S.  May  Singletary,  B.S.,  M.S. 
Home  Economics,  Sewing 

LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Ruth  A.  Rudolph,  B.S. 
Librarian 

*Dorothy  Barnard 
Library  Clerk 

*Charles  L.  Coombs,  B.S. 
Stereotyper 

PUPIL  PERSONNEL 

Mary  K.  Bauman.  Ph.D. 
Psychologist 

Emily  R.  Cautilii 
Registrar 

Anne  W.  Moran,  Litt.B. 
Preschool  Worker 

HOME  TEACHER  TRAINING 

Frieda  L.  Wiegle.  B.S..  M.Ed. 
Coordinator 

Lillian  E.  Gamble 

Secretary  to  Co-ordinator 


*  Defective  vision. 
f  Part-time. 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Morris  L.  Yoder,  M.D. 
Physician 

Wilfred  E.  Fry,  M.D. 
Ophthalmologist 

William  Hewson,  M.D. 
Laryngologist 

Elizabeth  Logan 
Pathologist 

Franklin  K.  Dennis,  D.D.S. 
Dentist 

Carroll  S.  Wright,  M.D. 
Dermatologist 

Lois  A.  Ives,  B.S. 
Registered  Nurse 

Jerolyn  Davenport 

Licensed  Practical  Nurse 

Evelyn  A.  Fohvell 
Graduate  Nurse 

Edna  Wesper 

Practical  Nurse 


P.L1XD  STUDENTS  SELF-HELP 
CLUB 

Elizabeth  M.  Boyle 

Catherine  M.  McMnllin 

Grace  Rotella 

TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 
*Lucy  S.  Boyle 
*  Agnes  Locuson 
*Dorothy  Barnard 
Older  Students 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Gladys  L.  Webber 
Stezvard 


Dorothy  Anderson 
Accountant 

Xetta  M.  Shafer 

Assistant  Bookkeeper 

Grace  Rotella 
Clerk 

Emma  C.  King 
Matron 

Gladys  Brennan 
Housekeeper 

Albert  J.  Nicholas 

Engineer  and  Custodian 

HOUSEPARENTS 

Senior 

Florence  Smithing 
Girls 

Doris  M.  Koenemann 
Boys 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Goggins 
Boys 

Intermediate 

Pauline  F.  Lucas 
Girls 

Viola  F.  Jones 

Relief  Housemother  (Girls) 

Kathryn  Walters 
Boys 


Junior 


Izora  Roush 
Girls 


Virginia  V.  Gould 
Boys 


Defective  vision. 
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Friedlander  Hall 

Elayne  H.  Martucci 

Supervisor 

Doreen  Jones 
Girls 

*  Margaret  Sorber 
Boys 

Lions  Hall 

Agnes  M.  Scalella 

Supervising  Housemother 


Elizabeth  Edwards 

Jennie  A.  Fisher 

Anna  E.  Foeht 

Isabel  D.  Herschell 
Relief  Housemother 

Alma  R.  1 1  viand 

Caroline  Mover 

Anna  G.  Palmer 

Vergie  E.  Schive 

Relief  Housemother 


*  Defective  Vision. 


A  Primary  Sclwol  Pusli 
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Curriculum 


ELEMENTARY  GRADES 


Braille 

English 

Nature  Study 

Reading 

Geography 

Crafts 

Writing 

History 

Field  Trips 

Language 

Speech  Correction 

Health 

Spelling 

Arithmetic 

Physical  Education 

Grammar 

Science 

Humane  Education 

Music 

Singing  and  Rhythms 
Piano 

Instruments 
General  Chorus 
Elementary  Chorus 
Music  Appreciation 


JUNIOR-SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


English 

Commercial 

Orientation 

Glee  Club 

Composition 

Junior  Business 

Manual 

Harmony 

Literature 

Training 

Basketry 
Brush  Making 
Caning 
Ceramics 
Crocheting 
Home  Economics 

Theory 

Grammar 
Speech 

Speech  Correc- 
tion 
Pencil  Writing- 

Typewriting 
Bookkeeping 
Office  Practice 
Ediphone 
Salesmanship 

History  and 

Appreciation 
Instruments 
Orchestra 
Organ 
Piano 

Foreign  Languages 

Social  Studies 

Knitting 

Voice 

Leather  Work 

Music  Braille 

Latin 
French 

American 
History 

Machine  Shop 

English  Handbells 

German 

Civics 

Magazine 

Special  Activities 

Current  Events 

Agency  Man- 

School Paper 

Mathematics 
Algebra 

Geography 
History — 

agement  and 
Sales 

Massage 

Scouting 

Dramatics 

Dancing 

General 

Pennsylvania 

Plastics 

Student  Council 

Mathematics 

World  History 

Swimming 

Plane  Geometry 

Occupations 

Sewing 

Roller  Skating 

Arithmetic 

Consumer 

Hand 

Intra -mural 

Education 

Machine 

sports   (base- 

Health 

Field  Trips 

Weaving 

ball — bowling 
—football- 

Physical 

Woodwork 

track — swim- 

Education 

Tests  and  Meas- 

Piano Tuning 

ming 

urements 

Switchboard 

Clubs  (Hi-Y, 

General  Science 

Guidance 

Stand  Operation 

Tri-Hi-Y, 

Tests 

Music,  etc.) 

Biology 

Music 

Inter-scholastic 

Religious 

Chorus 

sports  (wres- 

Physics 

Education 

Choir 

tling — track) 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1959 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets  : 

Cash   $     62,917.22 

Tuition  receivable 230,769.30 

Inventory  of  supplies  7,290.98 

—     $    300,977.50 

Investments,  at  book  values  : 

(Quoted  market  values  $3,728,351) 

Unrestricted  funds    $2,384,479.14 

Restricted  funds    142,197.42 

2,526,676.56 

Land  and  Buildings  : 

Land  $     97,205.63 

Buildings  and  land  improvements   $1,943,4-18.40 

Machinery,  furniture  and  equipment  331,767.49 

$2,275,215.89 

Less — Accrued  depreciation    1,521,077.43 

—      754,138.46 


Other  Assets  : 

Perpetual  insurance  deposits   $      17,171.88 

Prepaid  insurance  2,871.39 


851,344.09 

20,043.27 
$3,609,041.42 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet — May  31,  1959 

LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 

Current  Liabilities  : 
Accounts  payable  $     80,868.79 

Capital  Contributed  to  the  School: 

Unrestricted  funds    $3,717,900.56 

Restricted  funds    151 ,620.28 


$3,869,520.84 


Add — Excess  of  Income  Over  Expenses  Before  Depreciation  : 

Balance,  May  31,  1958 $    793,599.93 

Net  income  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1959 86,727.90 

880,327.83 


$4,749,848.6/ 


Deduct — Depreciation  : 

Balance,   May  31,    1958   $1,100,800.47 

Depreciation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1959 30,875.57 

—  1,131,676.04 


3,618,172.63 


$3,699,041.42 


Depreciation  charges  in  the  amount  of  $1,131,676.04  are  not  identical  with  accrued  deprecia- 
tion of  $1,521,077.43  on  the  asset  side.  The  difference  represents  depreciation  charges  of  prior 
years  applied  to  surplus  from  revaluation  of  fixed  assets  until  the  time  that  such  surplus  was 
eliminated  by  the  said  depreciation  charges. 
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OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  May  31, 

Operating  Income  :                                                                    1959                    T958  1957 
Tuition  : 

From  states    $570,275.40  $503,345-16  $537,569-25 

From  private  pupils  13,260.33             14, 744.00  18,275.28 

Discount  on  purchases  447-8i                  459-7"  439-7 T 

Miscellaneous  825.02                 403.60  403.60 

$584,808.56  %^jS,qS2.S2  $556,687.84 

Operating  Expenses: 

Salaries  and  wages  $420,070.19  $400,822.61  $380,946.59 

Food  59,554-34            58,820.05  59,229.48 

Repairs  and  maintenance 36,278.92             43,477.83  41,825.33 

Heat,  light  and  power  33,97o.74            35,922.08  32,393.61 

Other  supplies  and  expenses 92,969.53             96,290.96  97,892.40 

$649,743.72  $635,340.13  $612,287.41 

Net  Operating  Loss  $  64,935.16  $  56,387.61  $  55.599-57 

Non-Operating  Income: 

Income  from  investments  and  trust  estates $130,981.12  $129,350.35  $105,907.29 

Contributions,  after  deducting  campaign  expenses..          17,585.80             12,893.44  13,012.66 

Transfer  from  special  funds 3,096.14              3,452.31  4,320.39 

$I5I>663.o6  $145,696.10  $123,840.34 

Net  Income  for  the  Period  before  Depreciation     $  86,727.90  $  89,308.49  $  68,240.77 

Depreciation  of  Buildings  and  Land  Improvements        30,875.57            30,875.57  30,875.57 

Net  Income  for  the  Period $  55,852.33  $  58,432.92  $  37,365.20 


26 


OVERBROOK  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Capital  Contributed  to  the  School 
For  the  Period  June  i,  1958  to  May  31,  1959 


Unrestricted  Restricted 

Funds  Funds 

Balance,  May  31,  1958 $3,592,018.60        $    139,746.95 


Add: 

Bequests,  legacies,  contributions,  etc $      10,661.04  $       3,947.62 

Profit  on  sale  of  investments  1 15,220.92  5,458.18 

Income  added  to  principal  3,987.19 

Loans  to  graduates  and  home  teachers  repaid 220.00 

$3,717,000.56  $    153,359-94 
Deduct : 

Equipment,  prizes,  etc.,  purchased  $       1,739.66 

Balance,  May  31,  1959 $3,717,900.56  $    151,620.28 
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Calendar  for  the  School  Year  igjg-ig6o 
1959 

September  9 Opening  of  School  Term 

November  24 Annual  Play,  Classes  Close  3:30  P.  M. 

Thanksgiving  Holidays 

November  30 Classes  resume 

December  17 Christmas  Program,  Classes  Close  3 130  P.  M. 

i960 

January  3    Pupils  return 

January  4 Classes  resume 

April  7 Easter  vacation  begins,  Classes  Close  3:30  P.  M. 

April  18 Pupils  return 

April  19 Classes  resume 

May  19    Spring  Concert,  8:15  P.  M. 

June  10    Achievement  Day,  8:45  A.M. 

June   10    Lower  School  Recital,  3:00  P.  M. 

June  12    Baccalaureate,  4:00  P.  M. 

June  17    Commencement,  10:30  A.  M. 

June  17,  18 Alumni-Alumnae  Meetings 

July  5-16 First  Session  Preschool  Nursery 
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Commencement  Program 

Friday,  June  12,  1959 — 10:30  a.m. 


Processional 

C.  Robert  Ege,  Organist 

Star  Spangled  Banner School  and  Audience 


Invocation   The  Rev.  Frank  R.  Hoffman 

Pastor,  J.  A.  Henry  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church 


Senior  Choir:  "Alleluia"  ( from  "For  Us  a  Child  is  Born")   /.  5".  Bach 

Essay  :  "Responsibility" Richard  II.  I< idler 

Senior  Choir  :  "This  Is  My  Country"   Tom  Scott 


Address:  "The  Society  of  Stereotypes — Will  You  Conform?"  .  .M.  Robert  Barnett, 
Executive  Director, .  Imerican  Foundation  for  the  /Hind.  Inc. 


Presentation  of  Diplomas  and 

Certificates Rudolph  S.  Ranch,  /  'ice-President 


School  Song  :  "( )verbrook"   1  he  School 


Recessional 
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Graduates  of  the  Class  of  1959 

ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA 

Richard  Henry  Fidler  Hatboro,  Pa. 

Timothy  A.  John  Finan Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Frank  Karl  Garrett Langhorne,  Pa. 

Gerald  Robert  Handel Willow  Street,  Pa. 

Klaus  Karl  Senss Philadelphia,  Pa. 

GENERAL  DIPLOMA 

Dorothy  Louise  Bashnick Warrensville,  Pa. 

Sara  Kathryn  Gamble    Steelton,  Pa. 

Mary  Jane  Liney Embreeville,  Pa. 

Mamie  Muriel  Monroe Chester,  Pa. 

Betty  Louise  Patterson Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Richard  Barrie  Spotts Gillett,  Pa. 

VOCATIONAL  CERTIFICATE 

Dorothy  Louise  Bashnick Warrensville,  Pa. 

Richard  Henry  Fidler  Hatboro,  Pa. 

Sara  Kathryn  Gamble Steelton,  Pa. 

Frank  Karl  Garrett    Langhorne,  Pa. 

Gerald  Robert  Handel Willow  Street,  Pa. 

Mary  Jane  Liney Embreeville,  Pa. 

Gloria  Louise  Lomax   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mamie  Muriel  Monroe   Chester,  Pa. 

Betty  Louise  Patterson Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Richard  Barrie  Spotts Gillett,  Pa. 

HOME  TEACHER,  CLASS  I  CERTIFICATE 

Norman  Franklin  Anderson Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Richard  Edwin  Feltenberger West  Monterey,  Pa. 

Doyle  Lewis  Horton Ada,  Okla. 

Rudolph  A.  Johnson Cuero,  Texas 

Mary  Grace  Lodico Elmira,  N.  Y. 

CLASS  MOTTO 
"We  shall  succeed  through  work,  for  favor  lies  in  honest  toil." 

CLASS  OFFICERS 

President Sara  K.  Gamble 

/  lee-President Muriel  Monroe 

Secretary    Betty  Patterson 

Treasurer  Dorothy  L.  Bashnick 

CLASS  GIFT 
Flag  of  United  States  of  America 

CLASS  COLORS  CLASS  FLOWER 

Black  and  Turquoise  Lilac 
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Dorothy  Bashnick Warrensville,  Pa. 

General ;  Cheer  Leader  3,  4 ;  Ben  Jonson  Club  4 ; 
Ben  Jonson  Play  3,  4 ;  Tri-Hi-Y  3,  4 ;  Tri-Hi-Y 
Treasurer  4 ;  Life  Saving  4. 


Richard  Fidler Hatboro,  Pa. 

Academic  ;  Valedictorian  ;  Student  Council,  Presi- 
dent 4;  White  Hall,  President  4;  Ben  Jonson  Club 
1,  2,  3,  4;  Ben  Jonson  Club,  President  4;  Ben  Jonson 
Play  2,  3,  4 ;  Hi-Y ;  Red  and  White,  Editor  4. 


Timothy  Finan  ...    Narberth,  Pa. 

Academic  ;  Boy  Scouts  1,  2,  3,  4 ;  Ben  Jonson  Club 

2,  3,  4;  lien  Jonson  Play  2,  3,  4;  Student  Council  2, 

3.  4;  Student  Council,  Vice  President  4;  Track  2,  3. 
4;  Orchestra  1,  2,  3,  4;  Hi-Y;  Octet  4. 
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Sara  Kathryn  Gamble Steelton,  Pa. 

General ;  Cheer  Leader  3,4;  Ben  Jonson  Play  3,4; 
Tri-Hi-Y,  President  4  ;  Life  Saving  4  ;  Student  Coun- 
cil 2,  3,  4 ;  Student  Council,  Secretary  4 ;  Senior  Class 
President ;  Social  Committee  4. 


Karl  Garrett Langhorne,  Pa. 

Academic  ;  Wrestling  1,  2,  3,  4  ;  Orchestra  1,  2,  3,  4  ; 
Hi-Y  Vice  President  4;  Boy  Scouts  1,  2,  3,  4;  Ben 
Jonson  Play  4 ;  Octet  4. 


Gerald  Handel Willow  Street,  Pa. 

Academic  ;  Wrestling  2,  3,  4  ;  Ben  Jonson  Club  2,  3, 
4 ;  Ben  Jonson  Play  2,  3,  4  ;  Hi-Y  4 ;  Boy  Scouts  1,  2. 
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Mary  J.  Liney 


Embreeville,  Pa. 


General;  Ben  Jonson  Club  4;   Ben  Jonson  Play 
3,  4  ;  Life  Saving  4  ;  Cheer  Leader  3,  4 ;  Tri-Hi-Y. 


Gloria  Lomax  Philadelphia,  P 

Vocational ;  Cheer  Leader  4  ;  Tri-Hi-Y. 


Muriel  Monroe  Chester ,  Pa. 

General ;  Cheer  Leader  3,  4 ;  School  Affiliation 
Committee  3,  4;  Tri-Hi-Y;  Student  Council-Treas- 
urer 4. 
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Betty  Patterson    Chambersburg,  Pa. 

General ;  Ben  Jonson  Club  2,  3,  4  ;  Ben  Jonson  Play 
3,  4;  Tri-Hi-Y,  President  4;  Cheer  Leader  4. 


Klaus  Senss Philadelphia }  Pa. 

Academic ;   Wrestling   3,   4 ;   Track   3,   4 ;   Hi-Y : 
O.  A.  A. ;  Student  Council. 


Richard  Spotts Gillett,  Pa. 

General;  Wrestling  1,  2,  3.  4 ;  (  ).  A.  A.;  Hi-Y  ; 
Ben  Jonson  Club  4 ;  Ben  Jonson  Play  3,  4 ;  Orchestra 
1 ,  2,  3,  4 ;  Octet  4. 
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Ten- Year  Survey  of  Graduates 

A  survey  has  been  conducted  recently  concerning  the  present  status  of 
Overbrook  graduates  for  the  past  ten  years.  Out  of  ninety  graduates  seventy- 
seven  have  replied  and  the  following  table  shows  how  they  are  employed: 


Advanced  Training 27 

Social  Work 1 

Teachers 3 

Tuning    3 

Massage    1 

Sheltered  Shop 8 

Housewife    12 

Dictaphone-Typing   5 


Unemployed 1 

Stands 5 

Industrial  Employment 6 

X-Ray 3 

Switchhoard     1 

Construction     1 

I  nknown    13 
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Eye  Conditions  of  Pupils 


Albinism 6 

Amblyopia    4 

Aniridia    3 

Anophthalmos    4 

Aphakia    I 

Buphthalmos    9 

Cataracts — Congenital    43 

Choroiditis  Retino    16 

Coloboma  of  the  Iris 2 

Dislocation  of  I  ens 1 

Endophthalmitis  Metastatic 4 

Glaucoma   5 

Glioma  of  Retina 4 

I  [ydrophthalmos    8 

Keratitis  ( 1  is  Tranmatilic  )    2 

Leukoma  (Adherent ) 3 

Macular  Degeneration    7 


Microphthalmos     8 

Myopia  High   6 

Nystagmus  3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum   t 

Ophthalmia  Sympathetic 

(Traumatic )     1 

( )ptie  Atrophy 37 

Phthisis  Bulbi   8 

Retinalblastoma 6 

Retinal  Degeneration    9 

Retinal  Detachment    5 

Retinitis  Pigmentosa 4 

Retrolental  Fibroplasia [20 

(  1  also  has  Retinal  Fold  ) 

Symblepharon    1 

Uveitis    3 
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Pennsylvania  Counties  Served  by  the 
Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


The  following  is  a  list  of  counties  from  which  pupil 


No. 

Adams    5 

Berks    5 

Bradford    8 

Bucks   19 

Carbon    2 

Chester   19 

Clinton    3 

Columbia    4 

Cumberland    6 

Dauphin    11 

Delaware    37 

Franklin   1 


No. 

Juniata    

Lackawanna 4 

Lancaster    14 

Lebanon  3 

Lehigh    2 

Luzerne    6 

Lycoming 2 

Mifflin     1 

Monroe 

Montgomery    ....  25 

Montour 2 

Northampton   ....  4 

Northumberland    .  5 


s  are  now  enrolled : 

No. 

Perry    4 

Philadelphia     ....  95 

Pike     1 

Schuylkill 3 

Snyder    1 

Sullivan    

Susquehanna  .... 

Tioga    2 

Union    

Wayne   1 

Wyoming  

York 7 


Tea  for  Two 
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Student  Enrollment  195  8- 195  9 


Name  County 

Abate,  Joseph   Luzerne 

Adams,  Patty  Ann Philadelphia 

Anderson,  Vivian   Philadelphia 

Andrews,  Frances    Philadelphia 

Anton,  David Philadelphia 

Arndt,  Chester Lebanon 

Ashenfelder,  Anna  Mae Delaware 

Attig,   Edward    York 

Austin,  Barbara Philadelphia 

Baldwin,   Barbara    Lancaster 

Baldwin,  Brenda Lancaster 

Barber,  Robert  Dauphin 

Barto,  Andrea Bucks 

Bashnick,  Dorothy   Lycoming 

Baxter,  Kim Lancaster 

Beam,  Frank   Lackawanna 

Beamer,  Barbara Adams 

Beddo,  Barbara Columbia 

Beier,  Heinz  G Germany  (Country) 

Bell,  Kenneth  New  Jersey  (State) 

Benner,  William Chester 

Berkey,  Martin Chester 

Bernheim,  Harris   Philadelphia 

Berninger,  Donna Delaware 

Birkinshaw,  Joanne  Montgomery 

Blair,  Francis   Delaware 

Bledsoe,  Robert Bucks 

B levins,   Beverly    Montgomery 

Bower,  John Tioga 

Bowersox,  Carroll   Snyder 

Bowersox,  Kenneth Lancaster 

Bowmaster,  Susan   Bucks 

Boyd,  Virginia   Delaware 

Boyer,   Richard    Schuylkill 

Bream,  Carol   Adams 

Brezinski,  Gerald    Schuylkill 

Brilla,  Bruce  Bucks 

Brittingham,  Linda Montgomery 

Brooks,  Charles    Philadelphia 

Brown,  Ali   Philadelphia 

Brown,  Alice New  Jersey   (  State) 

Bryant,  Lena  Mae   Philadelphia 

Burke,  Allen    Philadelphia 

Burke,  Thomas Delaware 

Burns,  Mark  Chester 

Caine,  Anna  Marie Philadelphia 

Calvanelli,  Albert New  Jersey  (State) 

Cannon,   Maria    Philadelphia 

Capkin,    Lee    Philadelphia 

Caranas,  Renee   Philadelphia 

Cardozo,  Allister Philadelphia 

Carrigan,  Cornelius  Delaware 

Carrigan,  Patricia   Delaware 

Carter,  Ronel Delaware 

Cauich,  Deborah Bucks 

Cavna,  Lester  Lancaster 

Charlesworth,  Harry  Philadelphia 

Chepress.  Linda Philadelphia 


Name  County 

Collins,  Kathleen Philadelphia 

Condaras,  George  Luzerne 

Connelly,.  John    Delaware 

Connelly,  Michael Bucks 

Costanzo,  G.  Philip Lackawanna 

Courtney,  Eileen  Philadelphia 

Cox,  Hilory   Cumberland 

Coxe,  John   Chester 

Cregger,  Ruth  Ann Lancaster 

Crisamore,  Joanna  Y<  irk 

Cummings,  Teresa  Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Elizabeth Philadelphia 

Cutler,  Roland  Bruce Bradford 

Cwiklinski,  Theresa   Philadelphia 

Cylc,  Ronald   Delaware 

Davis,  Henry Philadelphia 

Davis,  Muriel Philadelphia 

DeLurio,  John Delaware 

Dennis,  Eugene Chester 

Dieter,  Geraldine   Bucks 

Dilbeck,  Roger Philadelphia 

Dilbeck,  Vernon Philadelphia 

Dilger,  Gerald   Pike 

Dillard,  Constance   Philadelphia 

DiSilverio,  John Dauphin 

Doudna,   Jay    Berks 

Dowd,  Patricia  Delaware 

Doyle,  M.  J.  Bernadette Delaware 

Drumheller,   James    Montgomery 

Durbin,  Robert  Delaware 

Eberly,  David    Philadelphia 

Eckman,   Carlene    Sullivan 

Eckman,  Connie   Sullivan 

Edmondson,  Harold Dauphin 

Enck,  Robert Lancaster 

Fertig,  Martin Montgomery 

Fidler,  Richard  Philadelphia 

Finan,  Patricia   Montgomery 

Finan,  Timothy Montgomery 

Fioravanti,  John Montgomery 

Flynn,  Edward Philadelphia 

Frank,  Carol Philadelphia 

Frymyer,  Barry Lancaster 

Gaffney,  Margaret  Delaware 

Galante,  Thomas    Philadelphia 

Gallagher,  Kenneth Adams 

Gallagher,  Shirley Adams 

Gamble,  Jacqueline    Dauphin 

Gamble,   Sara    Dauphin 

Garrett,  Frank  Karl Bucks 

Garrison,  Joseph  Philadelphia 

Gavioli,  Simone Philadelphia 

George,  Kay  Mifflin 

Gerhart,  Thomas Bucks 

Getz,  Eileen  Luzerne 

Gibilante,  Anthony Montgomery 

Gibson,  Joseph   Delaware 

Giles,  Robert Delaware 


37 


Name  County 

Gillespie,  Thomas   Philadelphia 

Glosenger,  Sylvia   Bradford 

Gries,  Gloria Wayne 

Groff ,  Reuben Philadelphia 

Grossmyer,  Michele   Bucks 

Gurmankin,  Judith   Philadelphia 

Hafer,  William  Berks 

Haines,  Melvin   Philadelphia 

Hamilton,   Xeal    Lycoming 

Handel,  Gerald Lancaster 

Hansell,  James   Delaware 

Harper,  Robert  Philadelphia 

Hart,  Susan Dauphin 

Harter,  Yvonne Philadelphia 

Hartman,  David  C Dauphin 

Hartman,  David  W Delaware 

Hawk,  Allan   Delaware 

Hawthorne,  Anneta Dauphin 

Hayes,   Theresa    Philadelphia 

Hertzler,  Kenneth Lancaster 

Heskell,  Linda  Bradford 

Hess,  Larry Columbia 

Hess,   Pamela Cumberland 

Hildenbrand,  Herbert   Delaware 

Hippensteel,  Cynthia Delaware  (State) 

Hirsch,  Barbara  Delaware 

Hollinger,  Joanne   Cumberland 

Hooks,  Lillian   Philadelphia 

Hoover,  Dolores   Northampton 

Horner,  Jean Adams 

Hudzina,  Donald   Delaware 

Isgro,    Diane    Philadelphia 

Jacobsen,  Lillian Bucks 

Jacobsen,  Loraine Bucks 

Jarinko,  Elouise   Carbon 

Johnson,  Scott Philadelphia 

Johnston,  Elizabe'.h   Chester 

Johnston,  Joseph Delaware 

Karwowski,   Chester    Philadelphia 

Kearney,  Sheila Delaware 

Keil,  George   Bucks 

Keiper,   Kathryn    Northumberland 

Keithley,  Michael Thailand  (Country) 

Kelly,  Patricia   Chester 

Kepler,  Polly Chester 

Kessler,  Ralph Perry 

Kline,  Rise   Northampton 

Kohr,  Scott   Lebanon 

Roller,  Linda   Lancaster 

Kraczyk,  Eleanor   Philadelphia 

Kramer,  Harold   Berks 

Kreamer,  Richard    Clinton 

Krell,   Laura    Philadelphia 

Krier,  John Philadelphia 

Kulins,  Bernadette   Lehigh 

Kunigel,  Arlene Luzerne 

Kunkel,  Hope Northampton 

Lampe,  Ronald New  Jersey  (State) 

Lanzetta.  Linda   Philadelphia 

Lau,  Roberta York 

LeCompte,  Ruth Delaware 


Name  County 

Legenhausen,  Sandra Philadelphia 

Leibman,  Terrie    Berks 

Leone,  Diane Delaware 

Lesher,  Linda Northumberland 

Lineberger,  Archie  Philadelphia 

Liney,  Mary  Jane Chester 

Logan,  Joan    Dauphin 

Logan,  Karen   Philadelphia 

Lomax,  Gloria Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Shirley   Philadelphia 

Lowry,  Susan   Montgomery 

Lukens,  Kevin Montgomery 

Luttenberger,  Janice Lancaster 

Luttenberger,  John   Lancaster 

Lynskey,  Mary  Anne Bucks 

McCloskey,  Anthony Montgomery 

McCormick,  Harry....  New  Jersey   (State) 

McDonald,  Sharon Bucks 

Mc( jibboney,  Linda Chester 

McKenzie,  L.  Thomas.  .New  Jersey  (State) 

McNeil,  Dennis Philadelphia 

Magee,  Joanne    Delaware 

Marcavage,  Dennis   Philadelphia 

Marsh,  David   Carbon 

Marshalek,  Mary   Bucks 

Marston,  Ward   Chester 

Mauser,  Joan Dauphin 

Meginley,  Regina   Philadelphia 

Melia,  John Bucks 

Mero,  Victoria  Northumberland 

Miehle,  Pamela Delaware 

Mileski,  Stanley   Philadelphia 

M  iller,  Buckley   Schuylkill 

M iller,   Frances    Montgomery 

Miller,  Gerald  Columbia 

Miller,  Hunter  Piatt Montgomery 

Mills,  Bruce New  Jersey  (State) 

Monroe,  Bessie   Philadelphia 

Monroe,  Muriel    Delaware 

Muldrow,  Wilson    York 

Munizza,  Barbara  Philadelphia 

Murdock,  John Dauphin 

Murray,  Donald Philadelphia 

Muschette,  Leroy   (  Elliott )    ...  .Philadelphia 

Myers,  Joseph   Philadelphia 

Napper,  Joyce Philadelphia 

Nardell,  Patricia Lehigh 

Nelson,  Martin   Philadelphia 

Nemec,  John   Lebanon 

Null,  Teenora  York 

Oakes,  Donald Montgomery 

Oakley,   Harry,  Jr Bradford 

Olesnovich,  Valerie    Philadelphia 

Oram,  Sharon  Columbia 

Palmer,  Henry Philadelphia 

Parks,  Gordon New  Jersey  (State) 

Patterson,   Bettv    Franklin 

Pelzer,  Cornshea Philadelphia 

Peters,  Glenn   Philadelphia 

Plank,  Leni    Philadelphia 

Powals,  Dorothy Philadelphia 
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Name  County 

Powell,  Roderick Delaware 

Powers,  Patricia   Chester 

Prager,  Sandra  Philadelphia 

Pratt,  Allison   Montgomery 

Prescott,  Teresa Philadelphia 

Priefert,  William    Philadelphia 

Quay,  Louis Montgomery 

Raymer,  Donna Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Ellen  Philadelphia 

Raymer,  Kenneth   Philadelphia 

Reardon,  Edward   Philadelphia 

Reed,  Catherine Philadelphia 

Rettew,  Judith   Delaware 

Ridley,  Charles  York 

Rineholt,  Barry York 

Rivera,  Joshua New  Jersey  (State) 

Robinson,  Susan   Philadelphia 

Roebuck,  Robert Montgomery 

Rook,  Terry  Ann  Philadelphia 

Rosman.  Ned   Lancaster 

Roush,  Patty   Perry 

Rucker,  Mary  Jo   Philadelphia 

Rusinski.  Robert Montgomery 

Russek,  Frank,  Jr Philadelphia 

Sabol,  Robert   Dauphin 

Sacks,  Helen   Bucks 

Sassaman,  Christine Berks 

Schmid,  Sigrid Philadelphia 

Senss,  Klaus Philadelphia 

Serafin,  Stanley   Montgomery 

Sersch,  Marie Dauphin 

Sever,  Carlene  Lehigh 

Sexton,  Carol  Mifflin 

Shanis,  Daniel   Philadelphia 

Sheets,  John   Philadelphia 

Shuey,  Verdun   Dauphin 

Sidler,  Jeffrey Delaware 

Simmons,  Rodger Philadelphia 

Simon,  Janice    Philadelphia 

Simpson,   Daniel    Chester 

Simpson,  David   Chester 

Sites,  Edward   Perry 

Smith,  Benjamin  Philadelphia 

Smith,  Christine Chester 

Smith,  Georgann     Philadelphia 

Smith,  James   Philadelphia 

Smith,   Samuel    Montgomery 

Spence,  Banks Delaware 

Spiegel,  Nichole  York 


Name  County 

Spotts,  Richard  Bradford 

Spruill,  James,  Jr Philadelphia 

Stewart,  Ronald Philadelphia 

Stilchen,  Salvatore Philadelphia 

Stroud,  Paul Philadelphia 

Stroup,  Peggy  Ann  Columbia 

Sundelius,  Timothy.  .  .  .  New  Jersey  (State; 

Swartz,  James Clinton 

Sweeney,  Stephen   Northumberland 

Swenton,  Martin  Lackawanna 

Thayer,   Randolph    Lackawanna 

Tilson,  Christine Delaware 

Tokarowski,  Nancy  Delaware 

Tucker,  Otto Philadelphia 

Valle,  Albert Philadelphia 

Vernon,  Helen Philadelphia 

Vitale,  Alice  Faye Montour 

Vitko,  Patricia Northampton 

Wagner,  James    Montour 

Waker,   Robert    Philadelphia 

Waller,  William Delaware 

Werthman,  Margaret  Chester 

Wertz,  Edwin York 

Wertz,  John  Perry 

Whyte,  Donald Chester 

Whyte,  George Chester 

Willard,  Jackie  Lynn Lancaster 

Williams,  Arnold    Philadelphia 

Williams,   Emery    Tioga 

Williams,   Lynn    Montgomery 

Williams,  Vivian    Philadelphia 

Wilson,  David Chester 

Wilson,  Kathy Philadelphia 

Windle,  Doris Delaware 

Winters,  John Cumberland 

Wolcott,  Howard   Bradford 

Wright,  Margaret   Delaware 

Young,  Theodore  Clinton 

Zavatsky,  Stephen Luzerne 

Home  Teachers  State 

Anderson,  Norman   Pennsylvania 

Claffey,  Edward Pennsylvania 

Feltenberger,   Richard    Pennsylvania 

Horton,  Doyle   Oklahoma 

Johnson,  Rudolph Texas 

Lodico,  Mary  Grace  New  York 

O'Sullivan,  Constance Massachusetts 

Vandenbord,  Marcella    Pennsylvania 
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Grateful  Acknowledgment 

For  the  generous  support,  the  thoughtful  consideration, 

the  warm  understanding  of  the  thousands  of  friends 

who  have  made  its  work  possible,  the  Board 

of  Managers  of  the  Overbrook  School 

for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express 

its  sincere  appreciation. 


Principals  of  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind 


Julius  R.  Friedlander 1832-1839 

Dr.  Joshua  Rhoads 1839-1842 

David  B.  Tower 1842-1844 

Dr.  John  A.  Vaughan 1845- 1847 

Joseph  R.  Fry 1847-1849 


Dr.  William  Chapin 1849-ri 

Frank  Battles 1888- 1890 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 1890-1907 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 1907-1936 

Albert  G.  Cowgill 1936- 1945 


Josef  G.  CaufTman 1945- 


Form  of  Bequest 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  "Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,"  now 
located  at  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  sum  of 

Dollars,  to  be  used  for  its  general  purposes. 

Gifts  by  will  to  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  are  exempt 
from  estate  taxes  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Contributions  made  in  any  year  to  Overbrook  School  for  the 
Blind  are  deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law  for  Federal  in- 
come tax  purposes. 
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